COMS 2003
September 12, 2017
Introductory Lecture:
“Appreciating Communication, Appreciating Theory”
What does it mean to appreciate something?
· To recognize its values
Why is communication worthy of our appreciation?
· Appreciate the value of communication (All the complex ways in which we communicate with each other)
· The ideas of Comm. Travel over time
How does theorizing help us appreciate communication as a concept?
How do theorists theorize?
What are some these that will appear over the course of the semester?

“Democracy will have its full consummation when free social inquiry is indissolubly wedded to the art of full and moving communication”
· John Dewey, The Public and its Problems, 1927.

America is Fake news
Communication is just moving information from one point to another

“Communication is a registry for longing. It is a sink into which most of our hopes and fears seem to be poured”
John Durham Peters, Speaking into the Air, 1999

Definition:
· Communication is the study of production, distribution, consumption and reception of messages with a particular concern about their effects.
· Communication is the study of our relentless search for connection with others in the world around us.
· Media technologies have come to play a greater and greater role in that search for connection.

Theory, Defined:
A supposition or a system of ideas intended to explain something especially one based on general principles independent of the thing to be explained.






Theory, Defined by Me:
An attempt to explain how the world works based on entirely reasonable things:
1. A description of something one sees in the world
2. An understanding of the explanations used to explain those phenomena in the past
3. An assessment about how effective those prior explanations are at describing the current situation
4. An attempt to come up with a better explanation

“Why Something Is the Way it is”
Concepts
Metaphors
Typologies
Analogies
Assumptions

Rampant Consumerism: Michel Foucault’s notion of turning one’s self itself into a work of art thus gets an unexpected confirmation. 

Thing Without Theory:
1. This is something I do
2. This something I can do now that I couldn’t od before
This sis something I do with friends
3. This is something that might be annoying to others
4. This is something I now do in a stick
Selfies in Theory
1. Signs of a culture of narcissism
2. Do we treat ourselves like brands?
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Moment in history of portraiture
4. Another attempt to pathologize media use
5. Saying something about how and what we remember
6. Evidence of ubiquity of the image 
7. Who controls images of us

Five Concerns
Power: Who has it
Who doesn’t have it
What happens when people don’t have it
Persuasion: Doesn’t have to be manipulation, media is regularly responsible for this
Mediation: The middle, the things that get in the way between us and the we live our lives.
Media are the things that get in the middle.
Technology: The promise and the threat. The ambivalence. Media technologies can do amazing things and bad things.
Concern about Modernity: Period from the 1820-1900. People have thought about media for a long time. Thoughts emerged from the birth of modern life. Modern life life has changed in contrast in the past.
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