Criminology and Criminological Theory
What is Crime?
· Legalistic approach: a way of defining behaviour as crime; includes only acts that are specifically against the legal codes of a given jurisdiction. The problem with such a definition is that what is a crime in one jurisdiction is not necessarily a crime in other jurisdictions
· Mala in se: Evil in and of itself (murder, rape)
· Mala prohibita: Evil because it is against the law (smoking a joint, underage drinking, etc.)
· Deviance
· Not against the law but atypical or considered to be immoral
· How does an act become deviant? – seen outside the social norms (not usually acceptable)
· Examples: some people may find smoking pot deviant (when things that are illegal become legalized), protesting, fetishizing 
· Not all things that are criminal are deviant, and not all things that are deviant are criminal

What is Criminology?
· Scientific study of crime
· Asks why people engage (or don’t engage) in criminal behaviour
· Study of why certain trends occur or groups of people seem to engage in criminal behaviour more than others
· How is this different from philosophical or legal reasoning?
· Scientific method: the method used in all scientific fields to determine the most objective results and conclusions regarding empirical observations. This method involves testing hypotheses via observation/data collection and then making conclusions based on the findings

Criminology is Interdisciplinary
· Early criminologists – variety of different backgrounds
· Economists, philosophers, anthropologists, physicians, geographers, writers, social reformers
· 20th/21st centuries – centered around North American sociology and psychology
· Criminology (crime), sociology (deviance), psychology (aggression), biology, law, economics, social psychology, sociobiology, neurology, etc. (much more interdisciplinary now)

What is not Theory?
· Popular belief
· Opinion
· Speculation (rumour)
· Value-driven explanation

What is a Theory?
· Theory: a set of concepts linked together by a series of propositions in an organized way to explain phenomena (X set of social conditions will cause Y set of social conditions)
· Sometimes theories are simply wrong, even if the predictions they give are highly accurate (ex: the earth was in the center of the universe and everything revolved around it)
· Two things should be clear: theories can be erroneous, and accurate predictions can be made using them, even though there is no true understanding of what is happening
· Addressing these problems: base knowledge and theories on scientific observation and testing

Criteria for Determining Causality
· (x) predictor variable
· (y) explanatory variable
· 3 criteria for causality
· Temporal ordering (x must precede y)
· Correlation/covariation (x must have a change when introduced to y)
· Spuriousness (you must rule out every other variable – x must cause y)
· Causation: very rare in criminology

Theoretical Paradigms
· Paradigm: distinctive theoretical model/perspective
· 4 major criminological paradigms
· Classical school: perspective that is considered the first rational model of crime, one that was based on logic rather than supernatural/demonic factors; it assumes that crime occurs after a rational individual mentally weighs the potential good and bad consequences of crime and then decides whether to engage in a behaviour; this model is directly tied to the formation of deterrence theory and assumes that people have free will to control their behaviour
· Positivism: perspective that assumes individuals have no free will to control their behaviour. Rather, the theories of the positive school assume that criminal behaviour is “determined” by factors outside of free choices made by the individual, such as peers, bad parenting, poverty, or biology
· Conflict/critical: emphasizes law as a reaction or tool to enforce restraint on others by those in power or authority; it also involves how society reacts when a person (often a juvenile) is caught doing something wrong
· Integrated: attempts to combine the best aspects of explanatory models into a single, better theoretical framework for understanding crime (suffers from logical inconsistencies)



Characteristics of Good Theories
· Parsimony – the simplest explanation with the fewest leaps of logic is the most correct explanation (Occam’s razor)
· Scope – refers to the range of criminal behaviour that a theory attempts to explain 
· Logical consistency – refers to the extent to which concepts and propositions of a theoretical model makes sense
· Testability – refers to the extent that a theoretical model can be empirically or scientifically tested through observation and empirical research
· Empirical validity - refers to the extent to which a theoretical model is supported by scientific research
· Policy implications - the extent to which a theory can be used to inform authorities about how to address a given phenomenon

Methods of Classification
· Micro – personal level of analysis
· Meso – ex: classroom, or even university population
· Macro – aggregate of group level (society, if not global)
· Consensual – everyone agrees on laws
· Conflict – different groups disagree about fairness of laws
· Human nature – are people born “good” or “bad”
· Level of abstraction
· Macro-theory (ex: what is violence)  bridging theory  micro-theory (ex: what is physical violence, what type of physical violence is it, the threat of violence)
· Social structures, most abstract  individual, least abstract
· These backgrounds will have effects on the foreground

Distinguishing Between Theoretical Levels of Abstraction is Important
· Macro-theories contain bridging and micro-theories
· One of the most important distinctions is:
· Macro-theories explain crime rates
· Micro-theories explain individual behaviour
· Failure to distinguish can mean that incompatible theories are compared to each other (don’t compare apples to oranges)

Level of Explanation Also Helps to Understand How Theories Differ
· What is being explained?
· Social structure, classes of people, small groups, individuals
· What is the approach?
· Social factors, psychological factors, biological factors
· What is the crime-based focus?
· Crime, criminal behaviour, crime rates, victimization, fear of crime, location
· What is covered, what is not?
· Time frame, population, circumstance
Context
· There are important influences behind every theory (what was happening at the time, etc.)
· This is called the context in which the theory was developed
· When a theory is constructed, many factors come into play other than the “ideas” of the theorist
· Social context
· The events and beliefs of the times
· Intellectual context
· The books, mentors, and influences important to the theorist
· If you know the context, you can better understand the theory
· Never assume that you know what a theory says without placing it into its own context

There Is a Relationship Between:
· Theory  Research  Policy

There is Also a Feedback Relationship Between Theory and Research
· Research evidence feedback allows a theory to be
· Refined
· Redirected
· Policy should depend on theory and research (not always the case)
· Theory/research informed policy allows
· Cost/benefit evaluation
· Rationale for why a policy should work
· BUT, policy makers & politicians often create policy for other reasons

Theory: Testing Relationships
· Avoid the notion of “cause” because it is difficult to establish
· Look for relationships
· Study nature of relationships
· Criminology doesn’t have many direct relationships
· Causal order also problematic
· Intervening variables
· Scholars today tend to talk in terms of probability of effect rather than “cause”

What is a Theory: Summary
· Theory is system and logical
· A good theory has testable propositions and is supported by empirical evidence
· There are many ways of classifying theories and many kinds of theory
· Theories are influence by the social contrast of their times and the intellectual heritage of the theorist
· Theory, research, and policy are interrelated 

Chapter 1 – Notes

The Uniform Crime Report
· Uniform Crime Report (UCR): an annual report published by the FBI in the DOJ, which is meant to estimate most of the major street crimes in the U.S. It is based on police reports/arrests throughout the nation, and started in the 1930s.
· Oldest and most used measure
· Crime data are collected at many levels, and sent to the FBI to provide an overview of crime in the nation
· The FBI concentrates on eight (four violent and four property) index offense, or Part 1 offenses
· Violent crimes: murder and non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault
· Property crimes: burglary, motor vehicle theft, larceny, and arson
· These are reported in the crime index
· Problems: 70-80% of these crimes are not reported to police, resulting in the dark figure of crime, only count the most serious crime that is committed in an incident, the way they count the incidents
· Dark figure: the vast majority of crime incidents that never get reported to police due to the failure of victims to file a police report
· Reasons why they are not reported: personal matter, don’t feel the crime is important enough
· Also includes non-index offenses, or Part 2 offenses, which are reported only if an arrest is made
· Problem: likelihood of arresting people for these offenses is less than 10%, so the data is highly inaccurate
· Advantages: good at measuring the overall crime rate in the US over time, at examining what crime was like prior to the 1970s, and at investigating murder and motor vehicle theft. 
· Clearance Rate: the percentage of crimes reported to police that result in an arrest, or an identification of a suspect who cannot be apprehended

National Crime Victimization Survey
· National Crime Victimization Survey: one of the primary measures of crime in the U.S.; collected by the DOJ and the Census Bureau, based on interviews with victims of crime. The measure started in the early 1970s
· Designed and collected by two agencies: the U.S. Bureau of the Census and the BJS
· Select households and interview each member of the household (over age of 12) every 6 months about crime that occurred against them
· The data is gathered from this sample and adjusted, and statistical estimates are then made about crime in the U.S.
· Advantages: addresses the dark figure of crime
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Disadvantages: two of the most victimized groups are not included (homeless and young children), misses crimes suffered by businesses, does not include murder, problem with accurately reporting the victimization that occurred to them in the past 6 months (telescoping)
· Telescoping: the human tendency in which events are perceived to occur much more recently in the past than they did, causing estimates of crime events to be over reported

Self-Report Studies of Crime
· Self-Report Studies: one of the primary ways that crime data are collected, typically by asking offenders about their own offending; the most useful for examining key causal factors in explaining crime
· Tend to be conducted by independent researchers or institutes
· Lack of a long-term, systematic study that can be used to estimate national crime rates may be the greatest weakness/strength of self-report studies
· Only available source of data for determining the social and psychological reasons people commit crimes
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