SOC 2112 Classical Sociological Theories – A

September 7th 

Syllabus:
Components of final grade:
Quiz – 20%: September 28th 
Virtual discussion – 20%: put into groups and have discussions within the group (2 week time period)
Mid-term (take-home) – 30%: between October 16th & 19th (have 4 days to do it)
Final exam – 30%

Week 1:
September 11th 
4 Concepts:
· Actors
· Institutions 
· Social relations
· societies

Theories are the work of people – finding solutions & problems:
Reason should guide you to the truth – Idea or concept (16th & 17th Century):
· tried to think things without reference to god
· God & reason could possibly work together
· Philosophers and scientist will try to disconnect the two (using reason and not factoring the idea of god)

Europe & its inheritors:
· The leading European countries were colonial empires

When & where does sociology start:
· August Comte is credited with creating the word “sociology”
· Doesn’t mean the same thing as it used to

University:
· Universities function of today were different comparative to back then
· Didn’t study sociology at school but they were educated European men
· They had time on their hands, time to study things about society they thought were interesting
· They were called Bourgeois 
· Most of this was happening in big cities
· Time of industrialization
· Sociological and classical theories were made by white, educated men, had a good income (rich) & were close to power
· Societies are being thought about as corresponding the nation state
· Economic organization – trying to think through how society works in general
· Hobbes believed in reasoning, a well-educated man could know everything 

Reason & progress:
· Things get better
· Europeans thought that they had all the knowledge and technology. Enormous amount of wealth created
· Great belief in progress which made Europe at peace within its borders
· Ambition is to understand the world
· Europeans were the ones bringing progress

1914, start of world war I:
· First full scale of industrial war
· Becomes very difficult for intellectuals to trust in process
· Post world war 1, there was a fragmentation
· Sociology was supposed to be the general science of society – sections and branches of sociology (criminology, anthropology etc.…)
· When sociology is no longer a general science it turns, and focuses on modern society/western societies. Such as “primitive” societies (Anthropology) or History, focuses on the past of European societies and include the history of China because of its political dominance.

World War II:
· WW II marks the final affirmation of the importance of the U.S.
· Recognition that science in all its forms is key to the society 
· Pentagon (USA) hired anthropologist & sociologists to help them understand 
· Who we are & where do we come from leads to the classics
· Their search starts at the renaissance era
· Sociology has been rebuilt by the U.S., Western Europe & Canada????
· Urban process, relations between workers and bosses 
· Chicago school – most recognized sociology school, they wanted people to go to Canada to start building the department at other schools.
· Chicago is the end of the classics


Lecture 2:
September 14th

White European men were sought to be most knowledgeable. If you were a woman or a man of colour, your words or mind was not highly valued. 


Hunger games picture:
 “War all against all” – Hobes

	
	Social contract 
	State of nature/human nature
	Deductive 

	Hobes
	Has a social contract
	· Thinks man is selfish & a-social (look only after themselves and are always in conflict)
· Equality feeds continuing conflict (no end)
	· Go by deductive reasoning. Start from an initial proposition (i.e. people are selfish and a-social) and then reason with your proposition/ starting point 

	Rousseau
	Agree that there needs to be a social contract
	· Thinks humans are good since they haven’t been corrupted by society 
· Equality – Physical & intellectual. People are good and they don’t bother each other
	· Go by deductive reasoning. Start from a proposition and then reason with your proposition/ starting point

	Locke
	Agree that there needs to be a social contract
	· Thinks man is social (same as Rousseau) 
· State of nature is a peaceful place
· Equality – physical & intellectual (similar outlook as Rousseau)
	· Partly works from deductive reasoning but also historical experiments (english history etc.)



· No one has seen the state of nature, they haven’t studied it. There is no such thing as a state of nature, humans have always lived in a society of some sort 
	Rights
	Sovereignty 
	Property

	· People don’t have rights
	· Belongs to the ruler 
· Government’s seen as a monster & it stands above the social contract (small group or a king) 
· Right to consent to power but you can’t take back consent
	· 

	· People have rights
	· For the people, they get to choose who and how they will rule
· Ability to choose the system 
· Do people have to consent to rule? 
· Strength does not provide right
	· Should have property and should be protected
· Agricultural – assumed in the state of nature there was no agriculture. 
· But when agriculture shows up and causes conflict 
· People are going to have a surplus of food, which means properties are going develop 
· Stealing surplus

	· People have rights
	· People have a right to consent to power
	· The right to our property – first thing that you owned is yourself, anything that you labored on, product of that labor& the limits. You have to be able to use it usefully (same thing with land)
· Can’t sell yourself
· 




Readings about Philosophers
THOMAS HOBBES: 
· Universally regarded as the founder of modern social thought
· He wanted to explain society without recourse to the religious and moral assumptions of the Greco-Christian traditions
· Hobbes first wrote a novel called “The Elements of Philosophy” which consisted of 3 sections; (1) physics, (2) psychology, (3) political implications
· Later in life Hobbes wrote another novel stating that in the state of nature, man’s restless appetites drive him to seek his own preservations, and that whatever is necessary for this is therefore legitimate. In times of strife, and entire population might agree to renounce its freedoms in order to achieve social peace or harmony. 
· He wrote other works focusing on church and state and that the two should be separate
· His masterpiece “Leviathan”, argues that all human desires are connected with the need to keep their body in motion and so avoid death. 
· Argues the most important passions are hope, or “appetite” and fear; the former impels people towards society and the latter drives them from it. 
· All seemingly unselfish acts are seen as indirect ways to benefit one’s self and one’s own interest
· Human life is a constant struggle to satisfy desire; to help with this process human beings are endowed with reason. The reason endowed in them allows them to choose satisfaction without disappointment 
· These strategies all boil down to power; and power cannot be acquired without conflict. First, people must struggle for power and then must prevent others from taking the power they have obtained
· Believes that human beings need society and make use of its benefits but by nature we are not accustomed to cooperating
· Hobbes solution to this issue is that before any other agreements are made, there must be a contract to establish a power that will force them to keep their promises
· Rational because they can act on their selfish desires for peaceful relationships because they are guaranteed the benefits they wished without hurting others
· Hobbes theory states that all social relationships are artificial in that they are a product of calculation as opposed to impulse or affection

JOHN LOCKE: 
· Known as the most representative thinker in the Anglo-American tradition; in the New World his new ideas became reality that shaped actual institutions
· Locke’s work enabled Americans to see things differently and forge an uneasy peace as the nation grew to include more ethnic groups and greater divisions of social class 
· He is greatly known for his “Two Treatises on Government”, in the first argument he looks at the patriarchal theory of divine right monarchy… he believes some relationships of power were meant to be overthrown. His second argument, opposing Hobbes, states that men are reasonable and are more inclined to society. 
· Locke sees men as guided by the law of nature; binds human beings to obey just government once it has been inaugurated by consent 
· In Locke’s version of the social contract, men retain all the rights of the state of nature and surrender only the right to enforce them 



JEAN-JACQUES ROSSEAU:
· Most versatile and influential modern thinkers; a figure of enlightenment and pioneer of romanticism
· Rosseau argued that corruption went hand in hand with the progress of the arts and science in a society that lacks justice and liberty 
· Present social order has turned men to be immoral and unhappy; he believes human beings must strive to recover the “rights of nature” and basic equality they once enjoyed
· The sciences, industry and the arts link men by bonds of self-interest of benevolence and mutual respect  
· In the state of nature, Rosseau argues man is innocent, self-improvement, and compassion/ sympathy 
· Cultivation of earth gives rise to the idea of property, which, given the inequality of people’s skills, leads to inequality in their fortunes. 
· The wealthy enslave the poor, conflict erupts, and demand arises for a system
· Human beings see the advantages of government but lack the experience to foresee the dangers 

MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT:
· A passionate advocate for equality of the sexes, has been called the first major feminist 
· Ideas on equal education, opening for professions to women, and critiques on marriage shocked her contemporaries but have proved to take a remarkable stance
· she presented herself as rational and impartial, she is most known for “A Vindication of The Rights of Women”, where she turns from political privilege to social oppression 
· the heart of her argument is based on equal education
· she sees social interactions among children as a gender-shaping force and proposes that boys and girls be educated together in a program of physical and mental activity
· believes that society cannot progress if half of its members are kept backwards


Lecture 3- Sept 18th 2017

· Locke looks at property as good but should be limited, no need for extra of things
· Just and unjust; a good thing by Locke
· Rousseau believe that property is bad, and with it follows inequality, and with inequality you get conflict 
· Role of agriculture leads to the development of inequality
· In the state of nature he believes people are good
· Need a social contract and its goal is to provide for justice; we give up a sense of ourselves for a sense of security; social and economic practices of normal everyday life is going to be secure for us if we all give up our political autonomy (our ability to decide how our society is going to be run) 
· For Hobbes, there is no concern for morality or justice; he is interested in security of his family 
· No room for God in his mind, which went against the culture back then 
· Once you’ve signed the social contract, it doesn’t matter what the king does, you have no right of revolution to try and change the system of government
· Among the first major thinkers to say “I believe in God, but in the way society must be organized, God has nothing to do with it” – God created humans beings and nature, but his job stopped there (secularization) 
· Society doesn’t need God anymore in Hobbes eyes; Marx would say God is a human invention 
· Foundations is about strength and with that no need to revolt, but Hobbes has no theory of justice 
· Once you have a theory of justice, you usually have a theory of injustice therefore giving you a reason to revolt 

· Jefferson; not only an intellectual but also a politician and revolutionary
· Idea that all men are created equally (Hobbes also believes in equality), and they are free
· They can choose how to be governed; but they must give consent to the ruler and the way they are ruled 
· Theory of justice; people have the rights to life, liberty and pursuit of happiness… this government will do all it can to make sure the rights to this is protected 

· Wollstonecraft
· Born with rights and people are capable of reason; and that is what differentiates us from animals 
· There must be some place for God in her way of thinking, rights and reason are things that God has given us and what human being would dare take that away 
· Natural law= natural justice; separation between church and state so the world of law is completely isolated from the world of religion 

Lecture 4- Sept 21st 2017

Land
· Property
· Inequality
· Power
· Agriculture
· Importance of owning land and agriculture = wealth and power
· Lived off agriculture, hunting and fishing
· Limited agriculture to extract
· Aristourcy
· Owner - can only harvest so much land with no technology and work force
· Family run - generation by generation; limited help
· Most people were rural
· Tenets would keep portion of land for themselves and give the rest to owner (the way Arsitocrats did it)
· Wealth comes from land; land has certain capacities - very limited
· One property suggested you were there for a while
· Being there for a long time meant that you cared
· Give property to eldest child
· INHERITANCE
· PRIMOGENITURE
· Given to male child
· Promotes inequality
· Inequality increases over generations
 
Sociological analysis (Tocqueville)
· Start from material things
· Physical geography (land)
· Controls the social organization of a society
· Religious commons
· Counties
· Developed local democracy
 
Jefferson
· Had slaves
· Had a sexual relationship with one of the female slaves
· Female slaves was his property/lover/mistress
· Never freed his slaves
· Writes a letter to his friend Adam Smith
· Authority to rule does not belong to Kings/Queens, and doesn't belong to God
· Sovereignty belongs to the people
· Who are the people
· How to decide
 
· If you were an Indian - you weren't allowed to vote
· Had to give up Indian status to become Canadian resident to vote


Lecture 5- Sept 25th 2017

Quiz: 
· Going to last the whole class
· Similar format to midterms and exam 
· Open book, notes and textbook available… print notes
· Material covered up until last Thursday, not todays class 
· Ex. What is the role of education in sociological theory based on two authors? (questions will be very open, allowing a lot of different answers)

Female Marine Veteran; first women to graduate Marine’s Infantry Officer course 
· Should women be in armed forces? Why would they want to be in the armed force? 
· Wollstonecraft does agree that men are stronger than women but it should not limit one’s opportunities 
· Traditional military perspective is that women are weaker and cannot handle the physical aspects that the army entails
· Many people say that if you took the budget given to the army and use it to stop national hunger it would be solved; the anti-military argument is something that connects with the argument that women are peaceful and men are angry/about war 
Education
· Still great relevance to today’s society
· Not everyone has access to it 
· Girls, in certain countries are not allowed to go to school 
· Money, there is a connection between the family’s income and the probability that the child of that family will continue their education 
· Parents are likely to be richer if they went to post-secondary education themselves; education is directly correlated with $ 
· Education directly relates to the economy 
· Argument from Wollstonecraft, US is worse than England was in the early 19th century 
· Access to education is a problem for women because they were not allowed to choose their own life paths 
· Women should have a goal of being a good wife 
· Working class women do not have access to education; they would start work at 10 years old and received a bad education… what kind of education should they be getting that they’re not getting? Philosophy, sciences  these educations are aimed to develop the intellect
· Men who get the good education it is geared towards developing their knowledge and takes into consideration that men are crafted for reason and they can use their reason with this knowledge 
· By nature, women are just as able as men (Wollstonecraft), what society has done is corrupt nature by putting women down and keeping them uneducated 
· In the nature of things women and men are intellectually equal and in a society that limits the opportunities for women and corrupts women and men to believe something different (Rousseau) … they are the things society says bc of society’s corruption not by nature  


Lecture 6- 10/02/2017
Margaret Fuller
· Number of these writers were forgotten (Douglass and Paine) 
· Was writing about controversial topics 
· She wasn’t married for a long time; she then was seen as not important because she was an “old maid” 
· Then she got a lover and was seen as a “falling women”
· Fuller is well known in the 1840s-50s; but dies in a naval accident as a young woman 
· She is famous/infamous while alive but there is a long period where her work is forgotten but it is picked back up again in the 1980s… a result of the women’s movement 
· Why was she forgotten?... “canon” is always looking back 
· Around WWII, as the discipline of sociology is growing sociologists make lists of the greats based on what they think is important in their time era 
· Ex. Ford Model T: knew it was better to make car more affordable so more people could buy it and make more profit … assembly line 
· As sociology becomes organized as a discipline, certain authors are written in and others are written out; we don’t find it interesting 
· People who used to be well known become forgotten after WWII; they were a part of minorities 
· Margaret Fuller was a woman and too much of an advocate for a certain form of society
· She was in favor of an equal marriage (idea that men and women are equal in the marriage no gendered roles)
· She was an advocate for equality for men and women, also for racial equality 
· As you study society, it should not be biased by the moral values that you have 
· Those who tend to not be value-neutral are forgotten, why Douglass and Fuller were forgotten 
· Fuller was brought up in a privileged household and was taught the great western culture classics; she grew up in a very religious household and when she grew up she deepened those ideas 
· “if God made us all equal; that applies not only to white men but it applies to everyone” – Fuller
· Intersectionality; if we are going to study and understand relations we need to consider the fact that people occupy social positions based on more than one type or criteria (race, gender, class, religion, ability, sexuality)
· Content of each means something different to everyone, check your privilege 
· Fuller articulates something along the lines of intersectionality even before third wave feminism; she discusses race and gender as well as slavery 
· Though she had good points; her work was based on religion which made it more of a theology so her work wasn’t taken as seriously 
· She believed both men and women could strive to be better human beings than we are because if you are in an unequal relationship in circumstances where it should be equal it is hurtful to both sides 


Lecture 7- Oct. 5th 2017
What is theory?
· A concept on how/why things work
· A way to see the world- the lens that we look through 
· We all have some sort of theory for seeing the world or a concept of how and why things work 
· Something we need to be able to function with the world around us 
Ex. Las Vegas shooting= some people through that it’s a punishment from God for something
· Human centered or God centered 
· There is about what is considered to be appropriate conceptual categories to make sense of the world 
· Two kinds of categories: objects& relationships between those objects. Ex. Darwin’s theory of evolution some of the objects would be species& environment. Within those species there are individuals. Those species will interact with each other and have some sort of relationships such as competition (for food, space in an ecosystem& natural ecosystem). Through that relationship, comes evolution. 
Douglas
· Up until the 70s, in the USA and in a little of Canada, sociologists had the ambitions to build a science that was kind of natural science, thus needing numbers
· Movement in sociology to use several other kinds of methods and information such as the autobiography (more broadly, story-telling)
· Quantitative and qualitative
· Slavery as an institution- routinized way of doing something/ social actors in it will be positioned differently (will be characterized by other things). Social positions are anything like teacher, student, mom, dad, sister, worker etc. you may have more than one social position depending on your institution 

Lecture 8- Oct. 12th
Karl Marx
· One of the most important thinkers or writers of the last 200 years
· His ideas have had a large impact, both on social sciences and the world around us
· Theory comes from society itself, it is rare for sociologists to come up with their own questions& therefore their own answers if they have not been present in the agenda of the society they’re studying 
· The questions come from political debates, society, and questions asked throughout society 
· We take out interests and our questions from society, including the categories in which we think; the concepts that come to us from society and we change them to try and get a better understanding of what is going on 
· What we do goes back towards society then keeps going, reactions by CSOs, government, policies, politics 
· Once it gets in the political debate, it gets back to us and the cycle repeats
· Marxism reading talks about social theorizing 
· “a spector is haunting Europe, and that spector is communism”; it is a prospect of revolution that Marx was in favor of 
· He wasn’t working alone; there were other people who were trying to understand what was changing and what was happening …brink of industrialization and urbanization in Western Europe
· Human beings had lived off of agriculture, hunting, fishing etc.& in small communities... times were changing, trains and train tracks being built and the world globalizing itself 
· Ex. Us now with Artificial Intelligence, not sure where it is going and the fear associated with large amount of change, what people were going through during this era in Western Europe
· In his time people were dealing uncertainty, they were losing all kinds of jobs and different ways of making a living… but also a lot of new jobs were being created like mines and train 
· Relates to Marx because of the connection between work, labor, and money
· Wage labor: working for your money 
· Most of us do not have the mean to sustain ourselves without money; we need it to get clothes& food& shelter… the main way we have of getting money is working 
· Universalization of wage labor, pretty much everybody must work for their money 
· People lose control of their production/ the work they do; Marx calls this alienation for the proletariats 
· Bourgeoisie= those who own the means of production 
· Proletariat= labor force, and those who sell themselves for labor
· He was involved in trying to change society and how it worked in favor of the rich 
· The political consequences he sees, given how history moves forward, we can look forward to a revolution that will end exploitation, domination and division between social classes 
· What is it that makes history happen; Marx believes all history is the history of class division and everything else is secondary 
· It was a materialist theory in history; material conditions of life are the things that are the most important and the way we relate to each other is what really drives history and how society is organized
· Class struggles= infrastructure& superstructure
· Infrastructure: social relations of production 
· Superstructure: everything that is higher up& supported by all else 
· Superstructure is everything that is not directly about production (laws, religion, ideologies)
· When we talk about superstructure is becomes controversial… two opposing ideas
1) superstructure is an inverted reflection of the social relations of production… laws/religion/ideologies they all present a picture of the world and wondering how it makes sense… in infrastructure we have inequality and the superstructure will talk about equality which is the opposite – they serve to hide the inequality (superstructure) they are all inherently backwards because they are formed to promote inequality 
· Slavery: owners and slaves, Feudalism; lords and serfs, Capitalist: bourgeoisie and proletariat 
· In slavery the owner extracts all of the labor from the slaves for no money, but Marx says this exploitation exists but the owner does not take all of the slaves labor they still must feed and clothe the slave 
· In feudalism, lords somewhat own the peasants because the serfs are committed to the land and the land is owned by the lords. They have no freedom of movement and work on a dwelling that belongs to a lord. The ownership is partial. 


Lecture 9- October 19th 
· Marx was very involved in trying to change society so there is more justice, but he is also a systematic thinker and trying to develop a scientific view on society 
· Focusing on how authors now wanted to come up with a scientific idea on society, first author is August Comte… someone who coined the term “sociology”
· Marx, Burke, W.B DuBois all have various attitudes to social change
· Marx was seen as a socialist and interesting in scientific socialism 
· desire for socialism and different schemes for what socialism should/would look like 
· the forces of production have to be developed to a high enough level to create socialism; capitalism has a redeeming feature to develop the forces of production though it is bad… it sews the seed of its own destruction (baed on Marx’s theory of history an this scientific idea on how society has developed)
· one thing we do in modern society is govern ourselves in the name of the people, according to Marx theory in capitalist society government is the “executive committee of the bourgeoisie”
· while governments in capitalist society claim to govern in the interest of all the people they actually only govern for the capitalist class aka the bourgeoisie, they steer the ship in a particular direction  
· when you overthrow capitalism you get socialism; and the characteristic of socialism is that the state still exists but it changes its purpose to take over the property that used to be private (factories, land, means of production) and the state will coordinate activities that need to happen in society 
· the goal of socialism is to work to communism, in which involves the gradual elimination of the state, private companies, no social classes and basically having social and economic equality
· anarchists do not think you can use the state to bring about liberation and you can’t use the state to destroy itself gradually. Historically they want to get rid of the state right away, biggest difference between communists and anarchists 
· Marx and the rise of industry:
· Arrival of technology= changes in the ways products were created 
· The rise of modern industry; faster and cheaper to produce items… fundamentally important for Marx because it has a huge impact on human societies 
· The logic of capitalist economy is the logic of expansion and accumulation; capital in this context is not just money but money put to the use of producing more money 
· Wtf is up kyle????????????????????????????????????????????
· Role of government
· In early 20th century he pays the workers more and encourages them to buy more stuff
· In 20s and 30s in capital world there is a large economic crisis, a lot of companies go bankrupt… many people lost their jobs and could no longer contribute to the economy
· Social programs were created Employment Insurance, old age pension… the idea that even if people don’t work they will at least have some money in their pockets to continue being consumers (known as Fordism)
· Lasted about 30’s to the late 70s… this kind of policy was gradually abandoned and weakened over time and replaced with policies known as ‘neo-liberalism’ 
· The theory there is the best way for the capitalist economy to expand us for the gov. to be as absent as possible in the economy. 
· The private sector is where the economic activity is created; governments should lower their social programs 
· Corporations would pay less money to the government in tax and increase their profit and salaries 
· Family income has stayed the same but individual income has crashed; consumption has not crashed we are all spending our time buying stuff… the main way this has been done is through credit
· Marx thought that through all the bad capitalism had, it was also doing something good… it was bringing humanity to a place where socialism could be put in place 
· Someone people were saying this actually isn’t turning out the way Marx thought…. Leads us into Burke
· Burke
· Marx’s theory is really grounded in economic phenomenon’s but Burke writing at the time of the French Revolution was not an economist 
· He is writing about violence (in F.R), and the transformation of society
· He valued the established way of doing things in society; how everyday life was organized and run 
· Something of the old world was changing and perhaps beyond repair and beyond going back to 
· He was upset with the ‘abstract individual’; the idea that if you’re human that is all you are… no such thing as a king or a nobleman, everyone is just an individual 
· Society was trying to re-invent itself; the ambition of the revolution was to throw everything that existed to the ground to rebuild in a way to be rational and scientific based on equality and the ‘rights of man’ 
· ‘every citizen is equal to every other citizen’ 
· Women do not always fit, controversial views at this time 
· Burke things we lose a lot of wealth and human history if we try and erase the past and ‘start from scratch’
· He thinks there is wisdom in tradition; also poetry and beauty in tradition
· There were two things holding society together; 1)gentlemen& 2) religion 

Lecture 10: October 30th

Auguste Comte:
· 1820-1850’s 
· Independent scholar 
· He creates the term sociology & is the most ambitious in making sociology into a general science of society/ social phenomenon
· He was all about making society better and develop a branch of science 
· Comte was aware that there was a lot of instability and wanted to contribute to a science that would be able to connect these issues together
· 3 phases of the human mind 
· Theological
· Metaphysical
· Positivism 
· He wanted to understand the human mind 
· Problematic idea that came from Comte is the kind of symmetry between the individual and the species. He argued that one must understand the individual person to understand the rest
· Theological – Magic, supernatural & God
· The highest achievement of theological mind is when it gets to the unity of god
· Metaphysical – abstract, principle. The abstract principle is nature 
· Positivism – scientific, method is a combination of reasoning and observation. One law that will account for basically everything you can observe 
· The ultimate goal is to find a law that explains it all
· The scheme that works for understanding the individual life and history 
· He looks at the past of humanity , as well as the recent past of Europe 
· He learned from his predecessors – Bacon, Galileo, Descartes 
· It’s important to observe the world around you
· Galileo: 
· Argued that the earth was orbited around the sun and not the other way around 
· This meant that we were no longer the center of the universe (this upset the church because this made people question the churches ideas) 
· Bacon:
· He argued that you needed to observe what’s around you and believed in experimenting 
· 5 Sciences – astronomy, physical, chemical and physiological – sociology 
· Created the 5th branch which was sociology 
· No matter what social effect, you should be able to fit it in Comtes scheme
· Statical and the dynamical – you can study society by the forces that make change
· Statical – morphology 
· Dynamical – social action (mostly groups rather than an individual) 
· Comte – he sees a lot of conflict and the reason to this conflict is because the 3 phases are all colliding at once 


Lecture 11: November 2nd

Gage
· Doesn’t believe women should work; as they were being forced to 
· God’s curse is on Adam not Eve, because of society they have transferred the burden onto women now 
· She believes it is dangerous and has a large effect on children; the work they do is too hard and ruins their ability to have children or have healthy children 
· So poorly paid therefore cannot eat properly and therefore effects their ability to conceive and raise healthy children 
· Women’s work outside the home is relatively new; is an outcome of the women’s movement in the 60s 
· True but not uniformly for all women; Gage points out that women’s work outside the home varies according to the occupation they have and also in relation to the poverty of the family 
· Not the life of bourgeoisie families; this is the life of poor/peasant women 
· Women’s work varies according to their social status 
· After WW2 women from the middle class started working outside of the home much more than they had been
· The late 1990s, women’s participation in the workforce became somewhat equal to the participation of men in Canada 

Division of Social Labour
· Labour is something that’s not simply work 
· Labour is not defined by the physical activity but how it fits within society and how its divided 

Durkheim
· Tries to be systematic; tries to take in all the dimensions of society
· All societies are characterized by some form of division of labour 
· How a society divides up social labour 
· To do so, he connects culture/morality to economic activity 
· We can see that the division of labour relates to solidarity
· Similarities and differences in different societies in regard to division 
· What makes society hold together?... the idea of solidarity
· The elite is going to be paid better; it is in your interest to keep it like this
· For those at the bottom they want to change it but do not have the means/resources to do so 
· Always have a smaller group at the top of the pyramid 
· Solidarity that built into the social order and the solidarity comes from the division and the interests of the participants within society 
· These interests are framed/limited by the sense of solidarity that people have from society 
· Ex. Nationalism; having a sense of something wrong within the way society is organized but we love our country so we don’t want anyone messing with is (this kind of solidarity
· Understanding that there is existence is dependent on their labour; we all depend on one another and create a form of solidarity that helps keep the order from breaking down 
· Depends on other people to do their job to make it possible to do your own job 
· Ex. Bus driver needs to drive the bus for me to get to my job 
· Durkheim acknowledges that depending on the kind of society you’re living in there are different kinds of solidarity
· Looked at in terms of advancements and civilizations
· He talked about ‘higher’ societies& ‘lower’ societies 
· Indigenous societies in Canada would be considered lower, Europeans/ White people are the higher societies
 
	LOWER
	-tend to be smaller
-have very little division of labour as they all partake in the same tasks
Solidarity is based on resemblance; they understand each other’s jobs (farmer to farmer)
-known as mechanical solidarity

	HIGHER 
	-a big division of labour between men and women but also based on occupation 
-not much resemblance between jobs as they are all quite diff. 
-solidarity is therefore based on interdependence
-all need to be doing different things to keep society running 
-known as organic solidarity 



· Believes that there needs to be a use for sociology; not just an interesting study… there needs to be policy relevance 
· Things that can be put in practice by individuals, governments, communities etc. 
· He is interested in the complex societies; still the idea that societies like Canada are more complex than an Indigenous community (not entirely true but a thought still circulating)
· Solidarity is an automatic outcome of society; mostly happens on its own but there are features of society that reinforce the push towards solidarity 
· Where politics and law come in; he says that in a context where there is organic solidarity people try to make sense of their lives& we develop a list of rights and duties that are explicit
· Some are religious (right& wrong/morality); others are going to be legal (the law is going to come about in the context of politics)

Functionalism
· Durkheim used this theory the most and thought it was the most relevant to how society works 
· Based on the idea/question what is the function/ purpose? what roles does it play in maintain social order? In maintaining organic solidarity? 
· The job of a sociologist is to try and find the function& why that social order exists 
· Ex. Traffic light; there was problem, and someone came up with a solution 
· There is not a universal agreement that this is a good way to ask questions about functions because it means that everything has a purpose BUT as far as we know this is not how society is developed
· If you assume something has a purpose, you will eventually come up with some purpose just to fill the answer
· BUT there is always more than one purpose to a function 
· There will be somethings that do not have a function and others that have very complex functions

Suicide Study- Durkheim
· Fantastic study 
· Shows the point of studying sociology 
· He taught us to zero in on psychological factors and external factors 
· Current rates of suicide per thousands of people 
· Men and women have different suicide rates; ex. Married men are less likely to commit suicide, but married women are more likely 
· Age also plays a large role in suicide rates; younger men commit suicide more often than younger women 
· More than just psychological, includes a lot of social factors as well
· Durkheim was the 1st sociologist to with statistics to show suicidal rates 
· Allowed him to develop his concept of social fact
· Emphasis a lot on the role of religion; Protestant and Catholic 

Lecture 12- Nov. 9th, 2017
Charles Darwin
· “The Origin of Species” published in 1859
· Talks about the transformation of species and the evolution of life 
· He applied his concepts to human beings and argued that human beings were once animals
· We all came from our ancestors 
· Religious beliefs had the idea that all humans were created by God, Darwin challenged that idea and created a lot of controversy 
· There was a political and social movement called “social Darwinism” in relation of Lester Ward
· Theory of evolution that does two things; (1) showed us evolution happened/ evolution is a fact and (2) gives us an explanation on how it happened
· Finches, based on the variation of them he could see their bodies had adapted overtime to what it needs to survive 
· He came to the conclusion that these birds had spread and began to diverge to fit the geographical area they were in; the further away they were the different they were 
· These populations of finches had evolved into sub-species of themselves
· His theory is about how this happens; natural selection 
· The idea that in the interaction between the individual and the environment, the individual has to be sufficiently adapted to its environment so that it can live 
· A key concept is adaptation; within that some individuals will be better able to survive than others 
· “survival of the fittest”; some are more able to adapt to their environment than others therefore they survive, and others do not. This then leads to the strongest ones mating to create stronger species and so on. 
· As time passes, a species that is very well adapted to their environment is created… theory of evolution 
· Sexual selection; animals reproduce through some form of mating 
· Is an individual is good at finding a partner that individual is going to be “fitter” and “stronger” 
· It is an advantage to be “attractive” for the opposite sex; get to reproduce 
Herbert Spencer
· Theory that human society is the way it is because successful people are “fitter” and this is why they’re at the top 
· Eugenics: theory and practice to breed good genes 
· Canada Albert- there were forced sterilization for women that had handicaps or “abnormalities” 
· Variety of ideas and theories based on biology
· There was an explosion of theorizing on human beings and how society works because sociology was institutionalizing itself 
· Some did not support Darwin and his ideas on “natural selection” 

Lester Ward
· Complete disagreement of Darwin/ social Darwinism 
· Women centered theory: we have to put women at the center of what it is we are trying to study& females are key to evolution
· Males compete for females; sexual selection 
· Men are always trying to get women’s approval; women are better than men
· Therefore the society we live in now is bad; we are living in a patriarchy but we need to put women in the center 
· He says biology has a lot to tell us in explaining human society 

Sigmund Freud
· Not a sociologist, started off as a psychologist 
· His work had to do with helping people who suffered from a mental disorder/illness 
· He developed his own theory 
· Looking at personalities of his patients to try to understand what was wrong with their state of mind 
· Discovered is the ideal that our personality is make up of several components what are unconscious 
· 2 concepts: instincts & drives 
· ID, Ego, and SuperEgo -
· What we really desire comes from our pleasure principle; our “ID”
· The super ego is there to contain the ID 
· The way resolve tension between super ego and ID is the ego aka our sense of self… what side we let win 
· Libido- another word for the pleasure principle, we are naturally seeking pleasure 
· If the ego is 

Lecture 13 – 11/13/2017

Veblen:
· He had particular views about the economy 
· He’s theories weren’t economically calculated but were sociology based
· Economic explanation – ‘utility’
· ‘Fitness’ meant the survival and you also wanted children. Your offspring also had to survive 
· Other fields adapted central ideas from one area to another
· In sociology, we don’t have one dominant concept, hence letting Veblen’s work have importance and relevance 
· The idea of showing off is a way of advertising your wealth
· Vested interest – is the interested that were business people working in finance
· The theory of the leisure class – wealthy people which behave economically in interesting ways. Veblen would also look at people of the middle class
· Evolution – In order to understand social and cultural evolution we must understand 2 things 
1. Emulation motive
2. Conspicuous consumption
· They help us understand what’s going on at the time to understand change
· The leisure class is a socially and economically useless class
· His point is a point of pride to be useless
· Working in part from current anthropological findings, he develops this theory that starts from a gender divisional labour. 
· Primitive savagery 
· Barbarism 
· First property were captive women 


Lecture 14- 11/23/2017

Political economy- must connect everything together to understand it properly 
Marx Political Economic Theory:
· Marx is a materialist; he wants to try and understand society on the basis of what people actually do… which is makes themselves able to survive form one day to the next 
· To survive they must produce items- food, clothing, clean water, furniture, housing etc.
· In almost all societies, people needed each other to produce the things needed; work altogether
· Production is social; our relations are definite, and they are independent of our will… doesn’t matter if we are not in the mood to “work”, we must to stay alive
· Marx general framework is called historical materialism; builds the idea that history happens and one of the things that changes is how we produce things… when producing things differently our relationships with others and production change 

General Economic Structure (Marx)
· Framework that applies to all economies all over the world 
· Marx starts from production, exchange is secondary to production 
· To start production we need resources, equipment, and labour 
· You also need a means of production and raw materials 
· Marx challenged economic by asking, “who owns the means of production?” 
· This answer changes with time and circumstances; ownership is related to social classes and where you are 
· Once you produce something, you are going to exchange at least some of it 
· Historically we know exchange has taken a number of forms
· Bartar; one for one (equivalent trading)
· Money comes into play; universal exchanger 
· Price; advantageous for both parties… but how do you establish a price/value
· The amount of labour that has been put into it (labour theory of value)

Capitalism
· Marx was interested in overthrowing capitalism for a fair society; in order to do that he needed to know how the economy work 
· In capitalism, ownership belongs to the bourgeoisie (the employer) 
· Own all the means of production except one 
· They own the tools, equipment, also owns materials
· The worker is just average (they need to eat, be clothed, and housed) and do not own any of their necessities; to get those objects they need money and get it through selling their labour 
· Capitalist economies are money economies 
· All workers can sell is their capacity and ability to work 
· This exchange of labour is given at a price; the value of the work determines price… we must make an assumption which is that the relationship between the value and the price are equal to one another
· The price that you pay for a loaf of bread corresponds to the loaf of bread; the price you pay for their capacity to work corresponds to the value of their work (assumption 1)
· This assumption is incredibly important; cannot be proved just believed by society
· Assumption 2: the value of the labour power corresponds to how much it costs for that labour power to reproduce itself
· How much it costs for the worker to come back to work 
· Costs
· Equipment 
· Tools 
· Raw material 
· Building/ rent 
· Once product is made you must sell it; you know what your cost has been so you must sell it at its value 
· But without profit you will make no money; you cannot only include equipment, tools and materials… you have to consider your income 
· You end up with a value of the production
· labour power produces more value than needed for its own reproduction; what makes profit possible … once we assume all exchanges are done at their value and we assume the value of the labour power is good we come out with the result that assumption 
· this difference Marx calls surplus value
· he created the theory on how profit becomes possible
· What creates value?  labour 
· Why aren’t worker paid for the value that they produce? 
· Partially political and economic; if they did the bourgeoisie would not make money 
· For it to function (capitalism), workers must be paid on a different ideal 
· They are paid on the cost of their reproduction; this is possible through the competition of workers
· Too many workers for the economy, so try to be the best to maintain a job… in any capitalist economy you will always have unemployment 
· Economic basis; capitalist economy is unjust 
· Bourgeoisie exploit workers by extracting surplus value; why Marx says we need a revolution in order to end this exploitation 

FINAL FORMAT: 
Part 1- Multiple Choice 10 pts
Part 2- 5 Short Answer 10 pts
Part 3- Essay 10pts
· Sociology has tended to acknowledge three sources; Durkheim, Marx, and Weber ** 
· In Essay, choice between 2 or 3 questions 
· Cumulative, but more emphasis on the second half 


Lecture 15- 11/27/2017
Marx continued from Lecture 14

· His theory made the argument that there is one thing in which society is organized; class economy 
· All history is the history of class struggle; doesn’t mean he is demeaning other things 
· Monocausal theory; one cause of society’s problems …. Classism’ doesn’t believe in history of “religion” because all history is revolved around class struggle 
· Religion is still a conflict of class struggle, 
· Superstructure contains religion; we know that religion over time evolves 
· Since Marx is a materialist, the source of what happens in society are material forces 
· As opposed to people who are idealist (would think that ideas ruled the world)
· Marx says the base of social events/ developments are all socioeconomic where class struggle is grounded 
· To connect to religion, you need to look at what is happening in the socioeconomic relations and between social classes 
· Economic theory comes out of the existence of capitalism; but once you have a successful theory, this theory will pick up and they will say we must apply the policy, is then has an impact (good or bad), so the economy is going to be modified in some way, and the cycle repeats from this change 
· Ex. ^ the fact that there is increasing inequality in our societies than there was 20/30 years ago… people are asking why 
· Related to policies that the government as adopted over the past decade, an economic theory that has been popular has been that if u lower the taxes on the middle class, it will leave more money in their pockets and therefore will use the money they have to invest in the economy 
· Began as an economic theory and adapted by politicians; influence of economic theory
· In this theory, instead they did not invest but pocketed it or spent it 
· The result was the wealthy people got wealthier, but the economy hasn’t been growing according to plan 
· Wealthy bought stuff for consumption not investment; did not help people in the lower economic pyramid 
· More inequality, larger gap between the wealthy and the poor 
· Marx economic base is made up of the relations of production; the superstructure is made up of everything else, politics, laws, consciousness (religion, morals, culture,)
· Concept of value- we’ve seen that value is produced by labour but across history there are two kinds of values
1) Use value – what the product can actually do
· Dominant through most history
2) Exchange value – the price it is sold for 
· The purpose of exchanging things, in history, so you could use them; only exchange because you had a need for it and therefore had to trade for it 
· Repeat cycle of use- exchange- use
· In capitalism, the circuit of U-E-U changes and it goes to E-U-E
· Capitalism has created consumers as opposed to investors; ex. Car 
· The purpose of investment is for money to make more money; but to do this must you have money to start with 
· Nature of capitalism is about money making money 
· Relative surplus value, absolute surplus value
· To understand the development of advanced capitalist countries; absolute isn’t very interesting because it is defined by the increase of exploitation of the worker- # of hours you are working 
· Surplus value is to extract as much work from your worker as you can in a days work; but there are physiological limits – need to know when to stop and go 
· Productivity= relative surplus value; multiple the production for the same amount of effort you will have higher productivity 
· Productivity increases for each unit of labour that is purchased as the owner, your worker produces more and more value




Lecture 16- 11/30/2017

Adam Smith:
· Indirectly enormously influential; a lot of Marx economic theory comes from Smith 
· Marx is very important in traditional sociology but Smith not so much (EXAM)
· Marx looks at class struggle and groups of collective action whereas Smith does not 
· Smith does not think in terms of classes, he thinks in terms of individuals
· Smith is the first person to tell the ‘story’ of the rational actor 
· Known for 2 pieces of writing, “The Wealth of Nations’ … founding book of modern economics 
· He started out as a moral philosopher and wrote a book called “The theory of Moral Sentiments”, mixture of moral theory and social theory 
· Theory of moral sentiments; what makes something moral? Only human beings can decide, you must be able to put yourself into someone else’s shoes and act on that basis 
· Individually based; each person is selfish (common idea with Hobbes) but each person thinks morally
· But because we can put ourselves in another’s shoes, we can limit ourselves and our self-interest to the degree in which we do not want to hurt another person 
· We also do not want them to hurt us; works both ways 
· Instead of Hobbes idea of all against all; Smith says there should be competition
· Difference between competition and war is we limit the pursuit of our own interest for the sake of others 
· Moral consensus that makes a society, and limits society to their self-interest and result in all living together in moral boarders; he is a social thinker but plays a larger role in economics 
· We put the limits on ourselves; society follows these rules and we all live together with boundaries… some don’t follow the consensus (criminals) and need to be brought back into the boundaries 
· Believes in equilibrium; society is self-regulating with its participants 
· 20 years after “The Moral Consensus” he derives an economic theory 
· “The Wealth of Nations”, most famous economic book ever written 
· Is the theory of Liberal Capitalism; anything that has been written ever since comes from this book by Smith 
· Still believes people are selfish and this is expressed through competition; key components to economic theory 
· “invisible hand of the market” … while every rational economic actor acts selfishly, when you put them all together, you produce a positive collective outcome 
· Everything derives from a self-limited, self-interest effort for the market… works for moral consensus and the capital market as well 
· This leads to wanting as little government as possible; limited state involvement in the market because the operation of the market is supposed to lead to an equilibrium amongst the people… the best you can get/ most efficient 
· State involvement would ruin the most efficient economy by getting involved and taking away the equilibrium from the people and their self-interest 
· Economic actors need to have as much freedom as possible in order to act rationally and economically 
Counter ex. (limitations on free economics) 
· Canadian law says you can’t carry alcohol across borders; limit on actors to buy and sell 
· Smith says this limits the economy; tariffs are not good and monopolies are not good
· Law of supply and demand; connected to theory of prices theory of value theory of labour
· Theory of Prices
· Natural price; natural is connected to the value of what is trying to be sold and cost of production
· Market price; can be whatever the seller wants… except for the fact that there is competition from other manufacturers and buyers 
· The best price is the natural price; more people are going to offer the same goods at inflated prices depending on the market 
· Selling products for cheaper price; market price because of competition is going to tend to revert to the natural price … but if it is lower than the natural price you lose money 
·   Freedom to act within the market; labour can be sold but that is all they can sell 
· Being free to sell it; and only that to sell; means they are forced to sell it or they die 
· The division of labour is fundamental to the evolution of society
· Direct outcome of exchange; human beings universally want to trade/bartar/ exchange
· This interest induces the division of labour; has a number of consequences; increases productivity 
· Division between different tasks maximizes productivity
· Division of labour will increase to which the markets allow; still need market to increase productivity 
· How do people end up being farmers, or sociologists, or philosophers, or a common street mortar? 
· Smith says naturally; there is not a lot of difference between people (intellectually, physically, emotionally) … range but limited
· As a result, we are all pretty much equal; so what produces different social order? 
· Its not nature; its somehow social… 1) education, 2) custom and 3) habit… accounts for people having different occupations 
· Speaks to a lot but dismisses inequality amongst these social ideas; in the history of Europe only few people owned large amounts of land 


	Sociology
	Economics

	-Collective action 
-Non-logical action; ex. Superstition
- idea of religion; sociologists would say it is irrational and has nothing to do with increasing your benefits and utility
-ideas and decisions based on belief

	- Individual as opposed to group
-Study of logical and rational action; most efficient way of getting what you want (ex. Exchange of goods& selling labour power) 



 

“Buridan’s Donkey”
· 10 feet to food on both the left and right side; if he is a rational thinker he will die of starvation because there is no good reason to choose between left or right; if it is sociological actor is will choose a side as an irrational actor
· Basic difference between sociology and economics 


Weber:
· Was a pluralist, many different interests but not one great thing throughout history 
· Looked as specific situations, tried to understand them based on what he thought was their own logic 
· Forms of domination 
· Traditional
· Logic rational
· Charismatic 
· Thought of himself as an economist and how the economy effect social issues; economic sociology
· The readings were more about political sociology; analysis of bureaucracy 
· Points out it is extremely efficient way to organize work 



EXAM CLASS 
· Static (societies that do not change very much) and Dynamic (morphing and evolving societies) 
· Ex. Aboriginal communities kept the same roles whereas Western societies changed
· Morphology: about the shape of a society as a particular time 
· Don’t look for change but look at society as it is now and what are the component parts; static look at society 




	Marx
	Durkheim 
	Weber

	-society is made up of classes and historical changed is a result of class struggle 
-believes everything relates back to where people fit into class
-what describes a class is the ownership over the means of production 

	-class is more flexible and descriptive concept
- 
	-use the term class in a very interchangeable way with occupation; one way he uses class
-groups people by recognizable features
-interested in status groups as well; associated with how status groups are viewed by society



· Durkheim is a pure sociologist; he created a social fact 
· Only interested in societal issues 
· His study of religion and suicide are a perfect example of social fact; he relates social issues to individual problems 
· 1900s- suicide, 1916- not as much suicide due to WWI and everyone coming together 
· Comte, gage, lester ward, freud, deblen, simmel, Paine, Tocqueville (prior to midterm so 1st half), ; study ideas and works that are still with us 
· Don’t worry about ward, don’t worry about gage 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Know how to compare theorists 
