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Religious Question of Martydom 
· There is a tnesion between dying for your faith and the notes in scripture that say you should live for your faith
· Murder, adultery, idolarty – those are sins that you can die for
· Is there a blessing that you can give to sanctify Martydom? Jacob Ketz asks this. One is not obligated because one is not meant to seek Martydom. 

Context of Hasidism 
-How could God create something out of nothing if there was nothing? Ex Nihlio – something from nothing
“Peak Experiences” – Lazlow 
· God withdrew, narrowed himself, and created the world through a series of eminations. These eminations were light, contained in vessels. It went out into the world, broke, and became mixed with shards and fragments; these points of sharpness, of pain, are the sources of evil in the world and keep us from God. 
The task of human beings is to free the ligth from these broken vessels and to return it to the source. This is a myth that depicts creation as a creation of limitations and division. 
Eternity is given limitations. 
The paradox of exitance is explained by Gods choice to become imperfect. 
THE FIRST CREATION IS EXILE.
As god is in exile, the Jewish people are in exile. Everyone is as adrift and incomplete as God. 
Why does the intense artistic style of synagoues in the 1720’s disappear by the 1800’s? They go from intense Rococo art to sparse, bare, wall-written structures

1757 Disputation of the Talmud
-Verdict was preordained and Talmud was said to be worthy of being burned
Major ritual murder trials in Poland in 1759
· Many Jews were excecuted in cruel ways
· Christians accused Jews of sacrificing their children in blood rituals. 
· The Church tried to resolve the contradiction between their views of Jews and the actual prosperity of the Jewish people by vilifying them with vicious libel. 
· The identity of Christian Poles needed an “Other” to come into being. The Jewish community in Poland became that OTHER for Christians in Poland 
· An emissary is sent to implore the Vatican for help; He gains an audience with the pope, but the matter was deliciated to a Cardinal. A memorandum was published in 1760 – the Cardinal says that it is libel. This Cardinal becomes Benedict the 14th. 
There was no final decision because the bishop involved was apathetic. More than 2000 people, after all this trouble, were baptized and Frank was sent to a monastary and confined there. He is freed in 1772 by Russian troops. 
People that did not convert had an oppostional temperment take over for them. The orgies and everythign else fades, but the sense of being against the status quo sticks around. There is a family in Prague that keep this identity and move to new york – the grandson of this family is told not to stick with the system, same as his family, eventually becomes Head of Justice in U.S., had a school anemd after him. 
THESE are all factes of 18th century Jewish, Polish, Lith identity – sabbitist, frankiest. 
First 2 decades are called The Northern War. Bad times. 
Some prosper, some spiral into an inreversiable decline. 
Without descent does not mean that a decision is wholly agreed on.  Liberum Veto needed to be avoided. 
Polish economy used o depend on grain until 1720. So they have large amounts of rye but nowhere to sell it so you make Vodka. 
Everyone has to buy the vodka, even if they don’t want it. Profits go mostly to the aristocrats. 
Needless to say, there was much talk of political reform. 
In 1764, Poniatowski becomes king – he is viewed differently by Polish historians. Helped establish the council of four lands. Was a lover of Katherine the Great. 
Mascare in the Ukriane not as high as 1638. 
What led to the first partidion in 1772? Major debate for Polish hisotrians. 
In 1772, Prussia, Russian, and some other place split up parts of Poland to ehlp settle a dispute that they had amongst themselves 
Ministry of Education was first established in Poland. 
Torture in Judicial system was banned in 1776. No more blood trials or witch trials because they couldn’t get the confessions without torture. 
Warsaw was a real European Metropolis by the 1770’s. 
The concequence of in was a leitmotif in the sermonds and preaching of faith at the time, visions of hell. 
Presence of Kabbalistic literature led to real Shamans. Baale Shem, Master of the (good) name. Chriromancy = reading palms. Metoposscopy = reading forheads. 
They could help with things that epopel could not control through mysterious means. 
They could remove the spirits from possessed people, the dibbuk. Women were often seen as more suceptible to possession and they were often possessed by masculine spirit. This might 
Joel Bash Shem Tov Zamosc = Golem brought to life to protect Jewish people
More and more Jewish aritsan guilds begin to crop up. They might even have their own court, feast day etc. Authorities in the community would try to keep these guilds under their thumb, but they became incresaseingly autonamous 
“A Living Funeral” 

Miedzyboz was one of the 12 largest Jewish Polish communities. 
Hasidic movement does not come from a place of desperation or poverty but a place of intellectual expansion and development. 
Besht was a ba’al shem; as a shaman he was distinguished as a chosen one, someone who had a vocation to serve the whole of the Jewsih people. 
He was gained leadership through his charisma and self-appointed vocation. This was a new kind of authority in the Jewish community; it came not from office or reading but from the identity of the person. 
Hasidism was very concerned that the slaughtering of animals be carried out well. You needed to make sure that butcher was not a sabatient who would make the food not kosher; a Jew that could have reincarnated into that animal would suffer through a non-kosher butchering and go through much more horrible suffering later. 
Messiah, Hasidism, Zaddiq. 
Why would the messiah advocate for the neutralization of Zionism? No hasidic movement around bael.
It comes close to pantheism. Nature and god are the same. Divinity I in the matieral world, to discover the divinity you must not reject the world. Since God is absent from nothing and nowhere, everything has the possibility of discovering his divinity – it is possible to attach yourself to that divinity. 
Hasidic masters talked about the ebb and flow, the expanding of mind. Attach yourself to the divinity all around you. 
Hasidic groups attempt to wrangle the two religious extremes of magic and mysticism. The Ẓaddiq ascends for the mystical ecstasy of the divine but returns to instruct and better the community through their rituals
Raise up the divinity so you can see it in even a strange or evil thought. 
Saddness is an obstacle to true worship, you must be joyful even in your ability to feel pain. 
In his letter, Isarel gives instruction on how to meditate: the letter is like a place. 
Some people that study are immoral. Study does not mean that you attach yourself to God. Your love and fear of God is found in a persons heart. Study is not the main thing, this thought is new. A learned person is not entitled to anything. Teachings of Isael Boshental.
Emphasis on prayer is a manifestation of this and is more important than study. Rejection of asetitc lifetyle and an advocation for joy, singing and dancing. Elvation of Kabbalist over tamudic. 
Claim to authority of the learned mystic. 
The central idea of Hasidism is… there is a story of Boshental and a contemporary, he rode into town ona wagon, went in for prayers, and without asking permision he went to the front to lead the prayers. The congreation was not happy but when he began to pray he spoke with such beauty and intensity they let him continue. 
HE changed the order of the prayers and that got people unhappy, but his devotion was so wonderful that they let him finish. When he finished, the people confronted him to ask the questions that needed asking. 
“Why did you change the prayers of our fathers and forfathers?”
“Who says that they’re in Paradise?” 
DID HE BRING THE MESSIAH? That is the only question to ask.
Hassidism was a movement made by young men during a time when young people were constantly making moves against the traditions of the old. 
There wasn’t place for women in the early days of hasidism. “Isn’t it a homoerotic movement?”, some would joke. 
They were spiritual supermen, the zaddiq.
The zaddiq can do anyhing – change rivers, raise the dead, defy god. He was a bridge between the banal and the divine. 
The universe depends on perfectly righteous men, the zaddiqs. 
Multiple zaddiqs all become the focus of different communities. 
“One should be joyful, not morose about the exile.”
Hasidism was not a reformation movement. It is a movement of spiritual awakening that shares commonalities with other movements, but is not itself an extension of these movements. 
Working to the present
This is not comparable to the lives of African Americans or low caste Indians. It is all together different. 
Things got worse after The Depression. Every political party except for the communist and the socialists – they were both underground - called for the end of Jewish influence. They supported ghetto benches for university; medical students were forbidden to have non-jewish cadavers. 
In the late 30’s, Bundism had a spike and had a strong response form all segments of Jews from all sides. Why did they succeed? Apparently because all other parties had failed. 
Most Jewish children went to Polish state schools at the elementary level. In 30’s there is a politicizing of Jewish youth. Everyone joined some movement or another, creating something like surrogate families – it was a way of life. It was a massive rejection of parental operations. 
Many were involved in Marxism and later became entangled in Stalinism. Marcie Shore dedicates a large deal of time in documenting the rise and fall of Jewish intellectuals around these movements and tracks their lives both inside and outside of Poland. 
Holocaust. The hyper sensitive of the Polish state… they should be hyper sensitive. Poland did not engineer the Holocaust, the Germans did. Never say POLISH deathcamps, there is no such thing. The math of “righteous gentiles” is depressing.


