POL 2101 – Lecture 1
· John A. MacDonald preferred a unitary state.  
· Cartier.. French Canadian Side opposed unitary state cos he knew French minority in Canada would always be on a losing side
· Canadian federation created in 1867 agreed to have a centralised federation. 
· Constitution: Most of the time written and they explain how government work and interact together. What relation between citizen and government is. Very difficult to change. The Supreme law of a state. All laws in Canada must be constitutional. They must all agree with Canada’s constitution. 
· Federalism: In a Federation there is a division of powers in levels of government. Division of power is written into a constitution. 
· For change to happen in constitution there has to be an agreement made on both the provincial and federal level
· B.N.A- British North American Act was meant to establish a centralised federation. 
· Reservation and Disallowence are powers that are supposed to enable the Federal government to either reserve or disallow/cancel provincial jurisdiction part of VNA act. Federal power is able to cancel or delay Provincial jurisdiction.
· What in the VNA act makes Canada seem like a centralised Federation.. EXAM Q     MIDTERM   Coherent explanation. 


PAPER:  Questiona are primarly about exalpining.  Explain he does not want a description.  Be analytical instead of descriptive  EX: Why is there sovereignty movement in Quebenc Why does It exist not a history report

Centralised Federation: The power is tilted to the Federal government 
Decentralised Federation: The power is tilted toward the Provincial government
Scholars say Canada is a Decentralised Federation.
In Canada money is distributed half half between Federal and Provincial 
Indicators: 
-   The way the money is collected. When we pay tax. If more money goes to the Federal government you have a Centralised Government
· The amount of limits the provincial government has.

Forces of Change
· Courts are important
· Wars, Economical crisis. War happens all Blocks(provinces) are forced to come together to fight the war. After the war Federal government does not want to let go
· 

In Federalism you do not have equality. One province has more taxes than another. One province Uni tuition is more expensive than the o
Decentralisation Can be good in a mixed society.  Ex each province(dunno what here called_ is different from the next. Barcelona has a different culture from Madrid. Diverse country   Different groups inhabit territory and want the territory to have power.

Provincial rights movement: Ontario was leading the movement. Push to give the provinces more power.
 Older Canada was made up of colonies. Upper Canada lower Canada NB. Than war and great depression struck. 
The Federal government came in and made a lot of social programs that usually the provincial one would. Courts found that it was reasonable under these circumstances
1940-1950 was when the Federal government haad the most power in Canada. Provinces were broke. Fedreal government came in and made social programs and shit
Quiet Reveolutiuon led to a challenge of the Federal power from the provinconey es
When Trudeau came into power he tried to Centralise the government. Wanted equality across Canada. 68-84 when was PM there was a great push
Quebec claims served as an inspiration to other provinces to take some power away from Federal government
Mulruney years wanted to decentralise the government. Conservatives came into power and critised the Liberals for centralising the government. Started to Decentralise
Chretien came after and was a minister Trudeau. He wanted Centralisation but not as much Trudeay. There was a power struggle between Paul Martin nd Cretian. Martin wasent for centralisation. Chretian wa going to make a new scholarship for Universirt but Education was under Provincial Jurasdiction. Problem between federal and provincial. These years came with some centralisation and decentralisation
Harper years Nigga was decentralising the country. S
When government are the main actors its exectuif Federalism????? Not sure
Canada  Interstate Federalism
Interstate Federalism Makes room for contact between the 2 level of government with central institution
Intergovernmental relation in Federalism is required. The provinces need to interact through meetings
Council of the Federation- Created by Quebec its about 10 years old. The council is  an intergovernmental body for the province. The objective was to strengthen province and there dealing with the Federal government
Fiscal Relation
Vertical Transfer:
Horizontal transfer: Redistributed in Nature
Most decentralised country like Canada will split the revenue raised by taxes 50/50
Most countries Federal government take most of the revenue 90-95%
The revenue power of the Federal government is great. Property tax, revenue tax, Customs but
Its spending is less than that of consisunsi government. 
Federal Systems apply transcripts from the federal government to the conscuinsi government
There is 2 transcripts
- Condition transfer        - U.S uses. Basically giving them a list of shit to do with the money    Not much Atonomy
-Unconditional transfer – Canada uses, Provinces wont accept conditions and there is not many of them. Most vertical transfer in Canada have extremely vague conditions
Equalisation: When a rich province has to give some of its revenue to the Federal government which re distributes the money to poorer provinces.. Ex Alberta to New Brunswick

Danger with Federalism. The rich consciunisi unit )province) will be able to provide better social services to its people than a poor one. 
Most Federalism countries run equalisation except for the United States
1957 Canada created an Equalisation system
· Alberta pays for the public services in another province which is poor.
· Equalisation is a  Federal program. Federal government alone controls is
· In 1982 constitutional act that states that it’s the responsibility of the federal government to run a Equalisation program. 
· Equalisation: Tramsfer of money that comes out of the Federal government. 15-16 billion dollars. Federal governemtn calculates an average Every1 below the average is brought up to the average.
· Those who over the average do not receive any money
· Alberta never falls below the average therefore never recives any money from equalisation
· Equalisation factors in 2 things. How far you are from the average and how big the population is
· 
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