Notes Anthropology 

Lesson 2 

Cultural materialism

· A theoretical position that takes material features of life, such as the environment, natural resources, and mode of production, as the bases for explaining social organization and ideology.
· Approach to studying culture by emphasizing the material aspects of life, especially the natural environment and how people make a living. 
· Emphasizes the importance of material conditions in studying and explaining human behaviors and ideas. Cultural materialists take as basic the material features of life, such as the environment, natural resources, and ways of making a living. 


Participant observation 

· Is a research method for learning about culture that involves living in a culture for an extended period while gathering data
· The phrase participant observation includes two processes: participating, or being part of the people’s lives, while carefully observing. These two activities may sound simple, but they are actually quite complex
· participant observation that the method should actually be called participant observation and talking

Kula

· a trading network linking many of the Trobriand Islands in which men have long-standing partnerships for the exchange of everyday goods, such as food as well as highly valued necklaces and armlets.
· a trading network linking many islands in the region in which men have long-standing partnerships for the exchange of everyday goods such as food as well as highly valued necklaces and armlets.

Functionalism

· the theory that a culture is similar to a biological organism, in which parts work to support the operation and maintenance of the whole.
· the view that a culture is similar to a biological organism, in which parts work to support the operation and maintenance of the whole
· Functionalism is linked to the concept of holism, the view that one must study all aspects of a culture in order to understand the whole culture.


Medical anthropology

· Medical Anthropology is a subfield of anthropology that draws upon social, cultural, biological, and linguistic anthropology to better understand those factors which influence health and well being (broadly defined), the experience and distribution of illness, the prevention and treatment of sickness, healing processes, the social relations of therapy management, and the cultural importance and utilization of pluralistic medical systems.

Evolutionary theory

· The theory of evolution 
· Darwin 

Anthropology:

· the study of humanity, including our prehistoric origins and contemporary human diversity

British anthropology

· These ideas help explain why North American anthropology, compared with British anthropology, for example, retained the four-field structure.

Linguistic anthropology

· the study of human communication, including its origins, history, and contemporary variation and change.
· the study of human communication, including its origins, history, and contemporary variation and change
· Linguistic anthropology is devoted to the study of communication, mainly (but not exclusively) human languages. 
· Linguistic anthropology has three subfields: historical linguistics, the study of language change over time and how languages are related; descriptive linguistics or structural linguistics, the study of the structure of languages; and sociolinguistics, the study of the relation between language and social interaction, including nonverbal communication
· your knowledge of bilingualism means that you can help design a more effective program for teaching English to refugees or immigrants.







Pre-historic archeology

· The study of the past before historical records began
·  It is a field of research that looks at all the pre-urban societies of the world. It also has distinctive set of procedures for analyzing material remains so that archaeologists can reconstruct their ecological settings.

Historic archeology

· is a form of archaeology dealing with places, things, and issues from the past or present when written records and oral traditions can inform and contextualize cultural material. 
· These records can both complement and conflict with the archaeological evidence found at a particular site. 
· Studies focus on literate, historical-period societies as opposed to non-literate, prehistoric societies. 
· While they may not have generated the records, the lives of people for whom there was little need for written records, such as the working class, slaves, indentured labourers, and children but who live in the historical period can also be the subject of study. 
· The sites are found on land and underwater. Industrial archaeology, unless practiced at industrial sites from the prehistoric era, is a form of historical archaeology concentrating on the remains and products of industry and the Industrial era.

Primatology

· the study of the nonhuman members of the order of mammals called primates, which includes a wide range of animals from very small, nocturnal creatures to gorillas, the largest members

Armchair anthropology

· refers to how early cultural anthropologists conducted research by sitting and reading about other cultures. 
· They read reports written by travellers, missionaries, and explorers but never visited those places or had any kind of direct experience with the people. 
· Sir Edward Tylor

Interpretive anthropology

· is the study of cultural symbols and how those symbols can be used to better understanding a particular society. It is often viewed in contrast to cultural materialism.




Emic

· refers to data collected that reflect what insiders say and understand about their culture, and insiders’ categories of thinking.
· what insiders do and perceive about their culture, their perceptions of reality, and their explanations for why they do what they do

Etic

· refers to data collected according to the researcher’s questions and categories, with the goal of being able to test a hypothesis
· an analytical framework used by outside analysts in studying culture.

Collaborative research

· an approach to learning about culture that involves anthropologists working with members of the study population as partners and teammates rather than as researchers and “subjects.”
· is an approach to learning about culture that involves the anthropologist working with members of the study population as partners and teammates rather than researcher and “subject.” 
· This strategy, from the start, forces reconsideration of how anthropologists refer to the people being studied, especially the long-standing term informant. 

Cultural relativism

· the perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and should not be judged by the standards of another.
· or the view that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and not be judged by the standards of another. 

Culture shock

· persistent feelings of uneasiness, loneliness, and anxiety that often occur when a person has shifted from one culture to a different one
· consists of persistent feelings of uneasiness, loneliness, and anxiety that often occur when a person has shifted from one culture to a different one

Primary ethical obligation of anthropologists

· to avoid doing harm to the lives, communities or environments they study or that may be impacted by their work.


· the perspective in anthropology that cultures are complex systems that cannot be fully understood without paying attention to their different components, including economics, social organization, and ideology. cultural relativism: the perspective that each culture must be understood in terms of the values and ideas of that culture and should not be judged by the standards of another.
· the view that one must study all aspects of a culture in order to understand the whole culture.

Rapport

· is a trusting relationship between the researcher and the study population
· a trusting relationship between the researcher and the study population.

Inductive research

· is a form of research that proceeds without a hypothesis and involves gathering data through unstructured, informal observation, conversation, and other methods

Triangulation of data

· is a powerful technique that facilitates validation of data through cross verification from two or more sources. In particular, it refers to the application and combination of several research methods in the study of the same phenomenon.



Lesson 3 


Symbol

· an object, word, or action with culturally defined meaning that stands for something else; most symbols are arbitrary
· an object that has a range of culturally significant meanings
· Symbols are arbitrary (bearing no necessary relationship with that which is symbolized), unpredictable, and diverse

Dr. Foster’s interview and his take on post-colonial states

· A general characteristic of post-colonial states is that they are politically and economically weak
· Weak national identity 


Origin of culture

· Did not happened suddenly but happened once cognitive ability of humans allowed them to live in groups and develop the ability to live symbiotically 
· Way to deal with social needs 
· Rules 
· Culture emerged through group formations and the development of language and the ability to use symbols.


Culture

· Culture as a means of addressing natural/social needs through a system of rules.
· The learned system of beliefs, feelings, and rules for living around which a group of people organize their life
Ethnicity

· a shared sense of identity among a group based on a heritage, language, or culture.

Youth

· characteristics of culture youth culture intersects with the rest of the society, legally, socially and culturally.
· New ways of thinking 

Hybridization

· occurs when aspects of two or more cultures are mixed to form something new—a blend

Structuralism

· study of culture as a system of meanings, which was especially prominent in the later part of the twentieth century

universal human functions

Cultural constructivism

·  Beyond the immediate social environment of a learning situation are the wider context of cultural influences, including custom, religion, biology, tools and language.



Ethnology

· the study of a particular topic in more than one culture using ethnographic material.

Globalization

· the process of intensified global interconnectedness and movement of goods, information, and people, is a major force of contemporary cultural change.
· does not spread evenly, and its interactions with and effects on local cultures vary substantially from positive change to cultural destruction and extinction.


Language socialization according to Schieffelin and Ochs

· language is a way into socialization 
· look at what’s being displayed 
· Language and culture socialization are both integrated together 
· Socialization through language can be observed and how it changes 
Race

· social categories defined on the basis of skin colour, hair texture, head shape, and facial features. (only defines external features) 
· a classification of people into groups on the basis of supposedly homogeneous biological traits

The four model of cultural interaction

· The most important forms of change are often associated with contact with outside groups.
· Anthropologists have identified four models of cultural interaction: clash of civilizations; McDonaldization; Hybridization; and Localization. You can read the description of each in the textbook.
· Amongst the various forms that contact has taken, colonialism (part of the clash of civilizations model), has brought about the biggest changes.

	Four Models of Cultural Interaction

	1
	Clash of civilizations
	Conflict model

	2
	McDonaldization
	Takeover and homogenization model

	3
	Hybridization
	Blending model

	4
	Localization
	Local cultural remaking and transformation of global culture




Dr. Beaucage’s interview and his take on the concept of culture core/nucleus

· there exists a cultural core/nucleus that resists change in situations of resistance to domination.
· We have realized that things such as permanent cultural centres do not really exist among the people; what we have found, however, is that that there are moments in history (all the processes are historical; anthropology rediscovered history with Marxism, and it is to be protected, I think), when a culture, a cultural group, can put an emphasis on a particular aspect of their way of life. They say: this, we do not want this to change. This aspect takes on a symbolic connotation. Yet all could take on a symbolic connotation. 

Biological determinism

· refers to the idea that all human behavior is innate, determined by genes, brain size, or other biological attributes. This theory stands in contrast to the notion that human behavior is determined by culture or other social forces.


Margaret Mead’s study of sexuality in Samoa

· children in Samoa grew up in a relaxed and happy atmosphere. 
· As young adolescents, they made a sexually free and unrepressed transition to adulthood. 
· These findings had a major impact on thinking about child-rearing in North America, prompting attempts at more relaxed forms of child-rearing in the hope of raising less-stressed adolescents

Lesson 4 

Ethnosemantics

· the study of the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences in particular cultural contexts. 
· the study of the meaning of words, phrases, and sentences in particular cultural contexts

Code

· way of speaking, that may include marked vocabulary, grammar, and intonation depending on age, gender, occupation, class, region, and family role of the speaker and listener.


Sapir-Whorf hypothesis

· a theory in linguistic anthropology that says language determines thought.
· which says that people’s language affects how they think. If a language has many words for different kinds of snow, for example, then someone who speaks that language can “think” about snow in more ways than someone can whose language has fewer “snow” terms


Pidgin

· a contact language that blends elements of at least two languages and that emerges when people with different languages need to communicate.
· is a language that blends elements of at least two parent languages and that emerges when two different cultures with different languages come in contact and need to communicate 
· Pidgins are typically limited to specific functional domains, such as trade and basic social interactions. 
· Many pidgins of the western hemisphere developed as a result of the Atlantic slave trade and plantation slavery. 
· Owners needed to communicate with their slaves, and slaves from various parts of Africa needed to communicate with each other.


Creole

· a language directly descended from a pidgin but possessing its own native speakers and involving linguistic expansion and elaboration
· which is a language descended from a pidgin with its own native speakers, richer vocabularies, and more developed grammar. 

digital divide

· social inequality in access to new and emerging information technology, notably access to up-to-date computers, the Internet, and training related to their use
· refers to social inequality in access to new and emerging information technology, especially access to up-to-date computers, the Internet, and training related to their use.


critical discourse analysis

· the study of the relations of power and inequality in language
· is an emerging area that focuses on the relations of power and inequality in language 

building blocks of language

· 
Lexicostatistics

· a method of comparative linguistics that involves comparing the percentage of lexical cognates between languages to determine their relationship.
· related to the comparative method but does not reconstruct a proto-language.

Verlan

· is an argot in the French language, featuring inversion of syllables in a word, and is common in slang and youth language. It rests on a long French tradition of transposing syllables of individual words to create slang words.

origin of Pacific Islanders

· Pacific Islanders may or may not have migrated from the Americas or Asia. Using lexicostatistics, the languages could be grouped into two families: Papuan and Austronesian languages. Austronesian languages of the Pacific were then compared to those of Southeast Asia and South America in order to discover the existence of similarities or not.

bill 101

· The Charter of the French Language (French: La charte de la langue française), also known as Bill 101 (Law 101 or French: Loi 101), is a 1977 law in the province of Quebec in Canada defining French, the language of the majority of the population, as the official language of Quebec.

Speech

· the expression of or the ability to express thoughts and feelings by articulate sounds.

historical linguistics

· the study of language change using formal methods that compare shifts over time and across space in aspects of language such as speech sounds, syntax, and semantics.
· the study of language change through history. 
· It relies on many specialized methods that compare shifts over time and across space in aspects of language such as speech sounds, syntax, and meaning. 
· It originated in the eighteenth century with a discovery made by Sir William Jones, a British colonial administrator working in India
arbitrariness (with regards to language)

· is the absence of any natural or necessary connection between a word's meaning and its sound or form.

Dialect

· a way of speaking in a particular place or a variety of a language arising from local circumstances.
· usually refers to a subvariety of language associated with a region, social class, or ethnic group. 
· A speaker of the main language should be able to understand local dialects, though perhaps with difficulty.
· Dialects follow a similar pattern of decline from decay to near-extinction to extinction. In 1777, Dolly Penreath, the last speaker of the Cornish dialect of British English died and Cornish became officially extinct 

productivity of human language

· the ability to create an infinite range of understandable expressions from a finite set of rules. 
· This characteristic is a result of the rich variety of symbols and signs that humans use in their communication.

language shift

· condition of a language in which speakers adopt a new language for most situations, begin to use their native language only in certain contexts, and may be only semi-fluent and have limited vocabulary in their native language.


Lesson 5 


Monotheism

· the belief in one supreme deity

Animatism

· a belief system in which the supernatural is conceived of as an impersonal power.




Syncretism

· the blending of features of two or more cultures, especially used in discussion of religious change.
· elements of two or more religions blend together
· is apparent in Kochi Jewish lifestyle, social structure, and rituals. Crucial aspects of Judaism are retained, along with adoption of many aspects of Hindu practices.

cargo cult

· a form of revitalization movement that emerged in Melanesia and New Zealand, in response to Western and Japanese influences.
· are a variety of revitalization movements that emerged in much of Melanesia (including Papua New Guinea and Fiji) and in New Zealand among the indigenous Maori peoples, in response to Western and Japanese influences. 

Mana

· a is a force outside nature that works automatically; it is neither spirit nor deity. It manifests itself in objects and people and is associated with personal status and power since some people accumulate more of it than others.
· a concept widespread throughout the Melanesian region of the South Pacific

Animism

· the belief in souls or “doubles.”
· religion evolved from animism to polytheism (the belief in many deities) to monotheism (the belief in one supreme deity).  (Taylors theory) 

Polytheism

· the belief in many deities

law of contagion

· which is the basis of contagious magic.
· It says that persons or things once in contact with a person can still have an effect on that person. 
· Common items for working contagious magic include a person’s hair trimmings, nail clippings, teeth, spit, blood, fecal matter, and the placenta of a baby. 
· In cultures where contagious magic is practised, people are careful about disposing of their bodily wastes so that no one else can get hold of them.


Religion

· beliefs and actions related to supernatural beings and forces

Communitas

· a sense of collective unity out of individual diversity.

Victor Turner

· Victor Witter Turner was a British cultural anthropologist best known for his work on symbols, rituals and rites of passage. His work, along with that of Clifford Geertz and others, is often referred to as symbolic and interpretive anthropology.

Five main world religion

· Christianity 
· Islam 
· Hinduism 
· Judaism 
· Buddhism  

Snake handling

· [bookmark: _GoBack]is a religious ritual in a small number of isolated churches, mostly in the United States, usually characterized as rural and part of the Holiness movement. 
· The practice began in the early 20th century in Appalachia and plays only a small part in the church service. 
· Practitioners believe serpent handling dates to antiquity and quote the Gospel of Mark and the Gospel of Luke to support the practice:
Rituals

· a religious or solemn ceremony consisting of a series of actions performed according to a prescribed order.

Pilgrimage

· is round-trip travel to a sacred place or places for purposes of religious devotion or ritual. 
· often involves hardship, with the implication that the more suffering that is involved, the more merit the pilgrim accumulates. Compared to a weekly trip to church or synagogue, pilgrimage removes a person further from everyday life, is more demanding, and is therefore potentially more transformative.

Emile Durkheim

· David Émile Durkheim was a French sociologist. He formally established the academic discipline and—with Karl Marx and Max Weber—is commonly cited as the principal architect of modern social science.

Liminality

· often involves the learning of specialized skills that will equip the person for the new status

Doctrine

· direct and formalized statements about religious beliefs.
· the other major form in which beliefs are expressed, explicitly defines the supernaturals, the world and how it came to be, and people’s roles in relation to the supernaturals and to other humans. 
· Doctrine is written and formal. It is close to law because it links incorrect beliefs and behaviours with punishments.
· Doctrine is associated with institutionalized, large-scale religions rather with than small-scale “folk” religions. 
· Doctrine can and does change 

Myth

· narrative stories about supernatural forces or beings
· a narrative with a plot that involves the supernaturals.
· is a narrative that has a plot with a beginning, middle, and end

revitalization movements

· are social movements that seek to bring about positive change, either through re-establishing all or parts of a religion that has been threatened by outside forces or by adopting new practices and beliefs. 




o s, e e, e s o e
sy bt e st et e, iy
e b o ke g

T R

ety e o
et e e s bl s

s e ki e et b s o
L o ok ey

e gy i it e g
e b e o b Bk et s




