THEO 204 Final Notes
Part I
Lesson 2: The First 400 Years
Faith vs. Reason
· The relation between faith and reason shaped the history of the Christian tradition’s reflection on moral life.
· Faith: to trust in God
· God: faith, revelation, grace
· Christian Faith: comes from Greek noun “pistis” and connotes one’s relationship to God. According to Paul: a person can only be saved through faith 
· Ex: Jesus preaching to the faithful
· Reason: intellectual power, capacity for rational thought, related senses  using logic
· Human: reason, good works, law
· Christian Reason: according to Paul: the law is written in the hearts of the Gentiles, in order to distinguish between right and wrong
· Ex: Greek philosophical debates

Christian Influences 
· The earliest Christian writers depended heavily upon Hebrew Scriptures. Referred to as the “Old Testament.”
· Also influenced by ancient Greek philosophical traditions:
1. Plato: 
· A Dualist 
· Truth is universal and eternal.
· The world of things is fleeting and corruptible.
· Confidence is the capacity of the human mind to discover truth through reason.
· Moral life is patterning one’s behaviour in accordance with universal ideals.
· Form (soul) and Matter are one substance
2. Aristotle: 
· A Realist
· Form over Matter equals life (Form is superior to Matter)
· Ideas are a reflection of things.
· The good consists in the realization of the ends potential to one’s nature. 
3. Zeno:
· Valued peace of mind.
· God is rational.
· Humans reflect this same rationality.
· To be true to one’s humanity is to center oneself on reason.
4. Epicurus: 
· Influenced by Democritus, a Materialist
· Controlled Hedonism (pleasure is the greatest good)
· Epicureanism: his philosophy
· Life has no enduring meaning.
· Therefore, we must maximize pleasure and minimize pain.
· Avoided social relationships and political responsibility. 

New Testament Ethics 
· The Bible regards people’s behaviour as the direct and immediate response to God’s revealed will.
· God is revealed through Christ. 
· Christ formed a new covenant that built on the old covenant, so there is a basic unity between the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament. At the same time, there is a shift away from following the “letter of the law” to following the “spirit” of the law. 
Central Theme of Jesus:
· “The kingdom of God is at hand.”  refers to a person’s acceptance of God
· Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God is central.
· The “kingdom” is present in and with his own person.
· His teaching of morality, with regard to both content and motivation, was based on his central point of his mission.
· Main concern of Jesus: to live out God’s kingdom and its demands. 
· Priority of LOVE, morality is flexible  follow the “spirit of the law”
· Ex: Jesus picking corn on Shabbat, more important to eat than to follow the law
· Perfection meant acceptance of the kingdom and its demands. 
· Repentance and obedience to the divine will (discipleship)
	Characteristics of the New Testament
	Two great commandments in the New Testament

	Priority of love over other virtues
	Love of God

	Morality is not prescribed in a rigid manner
	Love of neighbour



Early Christian Communities:
1. Faced moral problems: The early Christian communities never considered that they had received a complete code of morality to deal with every situation. The community of faith must discover what its moral response should be in the face of SPECIFIC moral problems.
2. Interpreted, adapted, and applied Jesus sayings: Jesus did not discuss every situation or deal with every problem explicitly, but he promised to be present with his disciples “until the end of the age.”
3. Showed cultural diversity among believers: circumcision, etc. 
4. Were influenced by Paul’s teachings:  Paul had a huge impact on every place he visited. He exhibited tremendous create liberty. 
5. Struggled with social questions: the attitude to be taken toward the material world itself, and the attitude to be taken toward political power 

Christian Concerns
· Important concern: the implications of the Gospel proclamation on the behaviour of the early Christians 
· Writing of the period was characterized by a desire to respond to the concrete needs of the community in a way that is still authentic to the core of Christianity. 

Saint Justin
· One of the early Christian “apologists”: aimed to present a rational basis for the Christian faith, defending the faith against objections
· The first who tried to reconcile Christian with non-Christian culture
· Attempted a synthesis, a constructive encounter with the prevailing philosophy of Platonism
· In dialogue with pagan philosophy and Jewish culture
· Presents Christ to Jews and Gentiles as Logos kay Nomos (the Word and the Law)
· Influenced by Socrates & Plato: 
· Socrates equated virtue with knowledge. The ultimate evil = the unexamined life; ignorance
· Plato privileged the soul over the body. Saw it divided into three parts:
1. Desire (id)
2. Spirit (superego)
3. Reason (ego)
· When Platonism was combined with Christianity, several themes emerged:
· Denial of a sharp dichotomy between reason and revelation 
· Emphasis on the divine spark in humans and their drive toward the good rather than on the effects of original sin
· Emphasis on the incarnation rather than on the atonement
· High evaluation of contemplation
· Appreciation of the “spirit” rather than the “letter”
· Suspicion of rules and institutions

Clement of Alexandria
· Combined Christianity with Platonism
· Central theme: the true knowledge of Jesus Christ 
· Gives place to the primacy of love against stoic self-sufficiency
· Key theme: the human person is created in the image and likeliness and God
· Optimistic vision of life and saw the world as good
· Argued AGAINST Gnosticism and Manichaeism 
· Gnosticism: a doctrine of various sects combining Christian and pagan elements, that came into prominence around the 2nd century. Central importance attached to “gnosis,” revealed but secret knowledge of God and of his nature, enabling those who possess it to achieve salvation.
· Manichaeism: a type of Gnosticism. Associates the material world with evil. Some men can be rescued through knowledge and attain a higher spiritual state. Believes that Christ was never trust embodied and so he did not die. 

Origen
· Student of Clement’s who saw Christ as the centre of history.
· Negative and pessimistic view of human life
· Much more inclined to dichotomize the life of Christian faith and the world
· Against Gnosticism, offered an alternative that was more rigorous and philosophically respectable 
· Introduced history into his cosmological and metaphysical speculations, and insisted on the absolute freedom of each individual 
· Wanted everyone to follow Christian faith 

Issues & Concerns Facing Early Christians 
1. Duties of the believer: Ambrose addressed himself to the myriad “duties” of the believer
2. Love God and neighbour: Christians admonished to live lives of abstinence, to care for widows and orphans and to repay evil with good
3. Views of the material and political worlds: Christ had nothing to do with the creation of the material world. No coercive force, even in self-defence, yet gave substantial support to the state in its exercise of power.
4. Ethics gaining expression: thinkers such as Augustine of Hippo


Augustine of Hippo (to some, the greatest moral theologian of all time)
· Most creative and imaginative thinker of Christian antiquity
· Never attempted to develop a coherent and inclusive system of moral theory
· Confessions: his personal theological vision
· City of God: his understanding of the world 
· Key teachings:
· God’s bountiful, grace, faith an undeserved gift yet, did not deny free will. God GUIDES our conscience. 
· The mystery of predestination on the one hand and free will on the other cannot be explained by a human being
· Against Manicheans and Pelagians, strongly asserts the reality of sin 
· Teaches a natural law by which God guides the conscience of all people
· Defines virtue as “a natural disposition consistent with nature and reason.”
· The love of God, always united with the love of neighbour is the centre of morality. Virtue = highest love of God

Pelagius
· Identified a tension within the traditional Christian conviction of grace that humans cannot save themselves. 
· No Christ  nothing can be done
· Pelagius argues:
· We must be able to keep God’s law without God’s help
· Denied the doctrine of original sin
· Attributed to human beings the ability by themselves to choose the good and so to affect their own salvation
· In refuting Pelagius, Augustine emphasized:
· The universality of human sinfulness as a way of explaining the absolute necessity of God ‘s loving benefit
· He used Paul’s metaphor—humanity had fallen in Adam and Eve’s sin from the state God had planned
· So, Augustine stressed without Christ we can do nothing 

Ethical Tensions faced by Early Christians 
1. Material vs. the life of the Spirit: physical world vs. the Spirit that comes from within and is intangible 
· Although the two both seek after happiness, spirituality teaches us to aspire to a more illuminated life and materialism teaches us to desire material goods and wealth.
2. Universalism vs. group identity: belonging to a group (the Christians) vs. being outside the group
3. Grace vs. law: Our trust in God vs. the law of the land
4. Revelation vs. reason: the knowledge given to a person of faith vs. the one’s reflection of own experience 

Lesson 3: The Reformation and Beyond
Natural Law
Bonaventure 
· An Italian Friar 
· Attempted to integrate faith and reason, influenced by Plato
· Synthesizing theology and morality:
· The central characteristic of people was their will, their power to decide and to act.
· The intellect, while important, was in the order of means, a tool to be used for action
· Love was the centre of the moral life. Knowledge and practical deeds were secondary.
· The role of theology is to make intelligible what scripture teaches about Christ and the moral life.

Thomas Aquinas
· Italian Dominican priest of Roman Catholic Church
· Inspired to Aristotle
· Human are intellectual beings or rational animals
· Highest achievement = contemplation
· One section of Aquinas' Summa Theologiae titled Pars Secunda was a treatise on moral theology. It dealt first with general concepts and then with specific ethical topics. The important point is that Aquinas incorporated these ethical discussions into his overall synthesis of Christian theology.
· Key points from Aquinas in relation to ethics:
· Aquinas was concerned with protecting the notion of a human agent who is the responsible author of his or her own actions.
· Human beings are not just "spectators” of the world-order in which everything that happens is caused by God's will. Rather, human beings are actors in the world. God has given human beings the capacity to be reasonable and responsible agents.
Aristotle:
· Rejected Plato’s explanation of reality as involving unchanging Forms
· Was concerned with the phenomenal world, that is, the world that can be known empirically 
· Was concerned to differentiate reality and understand how it grows, develops, and changes 
· The good consists in the realization of the ends that are potential in one’s nature (Think of an acorn. The “end” that is potential in an acorn’s “nature” is an oak tree.)
For Aquinas, a good life consists of the best use of:
· One’s rational powers (intellect & will)
· One’s lower capacities (appetites & bodily activities)
Teleology 
· Derived from Greek words:
· Telos, meaning “end,” “purpose,” or “goal”
· Logos, meaning “the study of”
· Teleological ethics: focuses on the “ends” or consequences of an act
· Utilitarianism: the criterion of right and wrong actions is whether they maximize welfare, that is, the greatest good for the greatest number 
· THE ENDS (CONSEQUENCES) JUSTIFY THE MEANS (PRINCIPLE)
· Ex: Can kill Hitler, because WWII would be avoided 

Deontology
· Comes from the Greek words:
· Deon, meaning “law” or “duty”
· Logos, meaning “the study of”
· Focuses on the law, the rule, or the duty, which takes priority over the results of an action
· THE ENDS DO NOT JUSTIFY THE MEANS	
· Ex: Cannot kill Hitler, as it breaks the law of no murder

The Basis of Natural Law
· The basis of natural law: good should be sought after and done, evil avoided. This is known through an intellectual intuition of practical precepts of moral behaviour
· Natural law: Moral duties can be ascertained by reflection on human nature. God's plan for us is built into our nature by God's creation of us. 
· Assumes that human beings are essentially good and have a capacity to know and choose what is right
· Using our reason to reflect on our human nature, we can discover both:
· The specific ends toward which we tend
· The general end for which God created us.
· Revelation not necessary for moral knowledge
· When we have discovered these ends, it is then possible to determine the means required to achieve them. For Aquinas,
· This understanding of God’s plan for us,
· Built into our nature by God’s act of creation
· Is natural law

Other Sources of Natural Law
1. Greek Philosophy:
· Human nature = rational
· Morally good actions are those that are directed toward the full actualization of human potential 
· Through education and habit, virtuous actions come from our own reasoning and intention
2. Romans and the “Law” of the Natural Order
· Natural law is the innate power of reason to direct action. To live according to the law given is nature is to live according to what reason commands.
3. “Order of Nature” and “Order of Reason”: Middle Ages
· Order of Nature: focused on the physical and biological structures given in nature as a source of morality
· Order of Reason: focused on the human capacity to discover in experience what promotes human flourishing and well-being

Aquinas’ Formulation of Natural Law: Connecting Natural Law with Practical Reason & Eternal Law
· Practical Reason: of which humans are capable 
· Eternal Law: God is ultimately the source of moral value and moral obligation
· Animals participate by instinct and humans through reason
The Work of Reason
· Immediate source of moral knowing = human reason
· Underlying source = God’s eternal law
Our Moral Duties:
· Moral duties can be ascertained by reflection on human nature
· God’s plan for us is built into our nature by God’s creation of us
Reflection on Human Nature
· “Specific” ends: the specific ends toward which we tend
· Ex: learning to play a musical instrument 
· “General” ends: the general end for which God created us
· Ex: “happiness” toward which all humans are oriented 
  
The Reformation
· Shift in ethics due to philosophic movement known as nominalism 
· Nominalism: Refers to the philosophical notion that only individual realities exist. There is no such thing as universals. Universals do not exist; they have no reality in themselves. In relation to ethics, reality lies in the individual decision based on free will; there is no objective morality beyond individual decisions and acts.

Martin Luther
· A German, Augustinian monk 
· One of the most influential figures in the history of Christendom 
· Luther was the originator of the Reformation in Europe
· Reformation: the 16th century movement for reform of the doctrines and practices of the Roman Catholic Church which ended in the establishment of Protestant churches 
· Luther was tortured by personal feelings of inadequacy and sinfulness
· Criticism with the Catholic Church centred on the issue of indulgences 
· Indulgence: Roman Catholic teaching states that: “An indulgence is what we receive when the Church lessens the temporal penalties to which we may be subject even though our sins have been forgiven.”
· Acts of charity/good work (donating money to the church)
· Johann Tetzel: a Dominican friar and paper commissioner for indulgences, who sold them in Germany in order to rebuild St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome
· Luther emphasized that faith ALONE saved a human being
· Saw the corruption of indulgences to get money
· Launched protest against papacy and Roman Catholic Church in 1517
· Rejected the intellectual tradition of Thomas Aquinas
· Re-appropriated the biblical tradition with its emphasis on surrender to God

Predestination
John Calvin
· French theologian and significant architect of the Reformation
· Calvin taught:
· Christian life understood to be a life of faith and faithfulness in response to God’s grace
· Salvation is entirely the gift of God’s grace; in no respect is it the effect of human “works”
· Moral effort is response to grace, essential but not independently initiated
· Stressed importance of vocation 
· Accepted Luther’s criticisms
· Predestination: not all people are created in equal conditions, some are destined for eternal life and some for eternal damnation

Free Will & Determinism 
· Free will: at least some human actions are the result of free rational choice of humans
· Determinism: all human behaviour is due to the operation of causes similar to those which determine the course of events in the natural world
· Forms of determinism:
· Physical and chemical: our genes determine many aspects of our personality
· Sociological: behaviour is determined by the society we live in
· Economic: human behaviour is shaped by economic factors. Marxism is an example of this  crime rates are highest among poor
· Theological: Calvin’s emphasis on divine providence and predestination
· Reason and Grace vs. Freedom and Determinism:  The theological and ethical dialectics overlap in ideologies. Reason and freedom have similar viewpoints, as reason is defined as one's intellectual power and capacity to use logic to make decisions. Similarly, freedom is the use of free will through free rational choice. These two ideologies coincide, as they neglect the aspect of God within and focus on the human being itself. As humans, we have the capacity to choose good over evil. Grace is putting one's trust in God and believing that He will guide he/she to make decisions through revelation. Determinism is the idea that human behaviour is due to a predetermined course of events in the natural world (chemical, sociological, economic determinants). Both grace and determinism exhibit a lack of logical reasoning by putting one's trust in God/causes external to the will. Therefore, it implies that individuals cannot be held morally responsible for their actions

Counter Reformation
Responding to Protestantism 
· Counter Reformation: the revival of the Roman Catholic Church between the mid-16th and mid-17th centuries
· New orders and reforms. There was a general agreement that reform was needed, but no agreement on how it should take shape. Two main positions:
· Conciliation and concession with Protestants 
· Refusing all concession
· Increasing the number of clergy: 
· Seminaries were established
· Education provided to the seminarians emphasized the behaviour necessary for the Catholic
· A separate moral theology emerged 

The Council of Trent
· The Council of Trent: the 19th ecumenical council (a meeting of the bishops of the whole church convened to discuss and settle manners of Church doctrine and practice) held in the Italian city of Trent 
· The Church’s formal response to the Reformation
· Affirmed will and the gratuity of the beginnings of grace
· Denied predestination to damnation
· In its effort to respond to specific challenges of Protestantism it emphasized: 
· Faith alone was not sufficient for justification, it must be accompanied by hope and love (charity)
· Unwritten traditions and Scripture were to be received with equal reverence
· The seven sacraments 
1. 


1

2. Baptism
3. Confirmation
4. Holy Communion
5. Confession
6. Marriage
7. Holy Orders
8. Last Rites 

The Importance of the Sacrament of Penance
· Moral manuals: attempted to lay out what was permitted and forbidden 
· All Catholics were obligated to confess once a year, priests needed to be trained 
· Has penitent sinned? How serious is the offense? 
· Primary focus of moral theology: determining the sinfulness of actions and the principles underlying the correct solution of cases 
· In the seminary, the teaching of morality became closely allied with canon law: the body of rules which the Christian community makes for the government of its own internal affairs and the conduct of its members

Lesson 4: Enlightenment to Modernity 
· The Enlightenment: a period of European thought from approx. 1650-1800 when experience and reason were emphasized and there was a mistrust of religion and traditional authority. 
· EDUCATION

Key Events
· Industrial Revolution: new forms of energy (hydraulic and steam power), peasants moved from farms to industrial towns seeking employment in new factories
· American Revolution: 13 colonies gained independence from Britain, democracy
· French Revolution: uprooted absolute monarchy and the feudal system. Emphasis on popular sovereignty (power of the people) and the rights of ALL
· Modern science: new research, questioned religion
· The new era: challenged the Church and religion 

Key Figures
· Descartes: “I think therefore I am.”
· Hobbes: “We agree to be ruled over in return for protection against each other.”
· Hume: “He is happy whom circumstances suit his temper; but he is more excellent who suits his temper to any circumstance.”
· Kant: knowledge starts with experience, but knowledge of the world also depends upon the nature of the human mind
· Locke: “Where there is no low, there is no freedom.”
· Rousseau: “Man corrupted by the social interdependence of society.”
· Voltaire: “He speaks a language that all peoples understand, while they do not understand one another…”

The Influence on Ethics
· Materialist view of the human being 
· No place for grace in the world 
· Human reason has the power to find the truth and to live in accordance with this truth so there is no need of special revelation.
· Emphasis on human conscience and each person’s capacity to discern good and evil
· Role of tradition and authority downplayed
· Important developments:
· The autonomy of human reason. Emphasis on self-sufficiency  
· The sense of the significance of history (historical consciousness) 

Historical Consciousness
· Historical consciousness: an awareness that human beings are born into a language, a time and a culture that is not static but is “on the move”. So, what we care about and value depends upon the particular situation in which we find ourselves. 
· With historical consciousness, however, came the problem of historicism, the theory that social and cultural phenomena are determined by history. The implication of this for ethics is that knowing what is good is also determined by history and so there is no universal understanding of the good. THIS SHOOK EVERYONE UP!

Reaction to Modernity 
Roman Catholicism 
· Emphasized traditional values and the teaching s of the hierarchy of the Church (Pope, Cardinals, Bishops, Priests)
· Adhered to an objective natural order (unchanging and permanent)
· More legalistic and rigid model of ethics 
· Ethics = preventing sin, rather than promoting good

Protestantism 
· Mixed reactions
· Pietism: focus on inner spiritual life
· Protestant orthodoxy 

Catholic Concerns
· Tension between freedom and responsibility, and between freedom and authority

Reworking Natural Law
· Shift toward an emphasis on God giving human beings the capacity to discover the “good”
· Stressed INSIGHT

The Law of Christ by Bernard Haring
· Most significant work in the revival of Roman Catholic moral theology
· Important aspects of the book:
· It emphasized scriptures and saw all the moral life in terms of the believer's response to the gracious gift of God in Christ.
· It stressed the person and the growth of the person through continual conversion
· It attempted to relate moral theology to the broader concerns of scripture, systematic theology, and liturgy.
· It revived an earlier Christocentric tradition in moral theology
· It was addressed directly to the laity (non-clerical) of the Church.

The Second Vatican Council
· 21st Ecumenical Council of the Catholic Church 
· The Second Vatican Council sought to bring about and 
maintain a balance between:
· the authority of scripture and tradition,
· the role of faith and reason in a believer’s efforts to follow God’s will,
· grace and nature,
· Jesus Christ and the church,
· faith and good works.
· The Council sought a balance while emphasizing dependence of the second on the first, that is, dependence of tradition on scripture, reason on faith, nature on grace, the church on Jesus Christ and good works on faith.

Aftermath of Second Vatican Council
1. The role of scripture in moral knowledge: emphasis on general themes
2. Moral theology’s relationship to all theology: more integrated with other aspects of theology 
3. Moral theology’s philosophical underpinnings. 3 significant shifts: 
· More attention given to historical situatedness emphasizing the particular, the individual, and change
· Shifting the focus to the person and the subject rather than on nature and the object
· A shift from “physicialism,” identifying the human moral act with the physical structure of the act, to looking at the whole context of the action
4. Moral theology as life centered 
5. Dialogue is sought with other religions 
6. Changes in the approach to social and political ethics: acceptance of religious liberty, the emergence of liberation and political theologies (less changes related to personal, sexual, and medical morality)


Disputes in Catholic Moral Theology
1. Is there a unique Christian morality? 
2. Are there universal norms?
3. Is dissent from official Church teaching allowed? 

Ethical Absolutes and Relativism 
· Ethical Absolutes: An absolute value or good is one that maintains its validity under any and every circumstance. There are three arguments against the possibility of ethical absolutes:
· There is no objectivity or universality to moral judgements nor any unified human nature.
· Rules are relative to a geographical time and place.
· Ethical absolutes lead to the problem of legalism and moralism, which does not promote human good.
· Relativism in Ethics: What is right or wrong, good or bad, for a person varies in relation to the cultural group to which he or she belongs. There is no standard or objective morality applicable to all human beings. What actually is right differs in different contexts.

Protestant Concerns
Observations & Reactions
· Three general observations:
· We see in Protestant ethics a tension between the historical critical method in interpreting scripture and a literal interpretation of scripture.
· The Social Gospel movement was a prominent Protestant movement in the late 19th century. It advocated social reform through the Christian gospel.
· Without a strong central authority there is more freedom to explore new methods, for example, in scripture study and in ethical deliberation.
· Reacting against two perspectives: 
· Autonomous reasoning in ethics
· The influence of the social gospel 

Key Figures
1. Karl Barth
· German theologian
· Denied possibility of attaining any knowledge of God by the use of reason
· He stressed God’s action as independent of every existing human order
· Against liberalism 
· The divine will cannot be encapsulated in rules or in moral theology. Gospel > human law
· Against private pietism 
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