	Perseus 
PERSEUS (104 -105) and (160-161)
· He was a model for greek hero myth
· Not every hero fits the story of what a hero is
 
6 things of an ideal greek hero
1. A hero is usually the son of Zeus
0. Alternatively, could be the son of another god or goddess 
1. A hero's adventure usually starts at the age of 18
1. This is the coming-of-age age
1. A hero must destroy the monster and help humanity
1. The monster or quest is located at the end of the world
1. The heroes’ patron is athena
1. He receives the magical tools from athena
1. The hero finds a female romance on his quest
1. The hero later provides some 2nd civilization contribution beyond killing he monster
 

· Arkisius (akrisios) hears a prophesy that his grand-son will kill him
· He tries to stop the prophecy by not letting his daughter getting impregnated and locks her in a tower
· Her name is Danaé
· Zeus visits her in a shower of god
· He disembodies himself to be a gold shower in her dungeon 
· He puts perseus and danae in a chest together
· Arkisius throws danae and perseus in a chest and out towards the island of seriphos
· The chest goes to the island of agean  called seriphos
· They encounter another evil king (called polydektés)
· They get picked up by diktys and his brother is polydektes
· Diktys’s name means "many nets" or " much welcome"
· The king falls in love with danae and the king gets threated by perseus when he gets older
· Perseus grows up to be an outsider on the course of polydektes
· Poly suggests that perseus proves himself by succeeding a task (slaying a gorgon (medusa) at the end of the world)
· This task was set to kill the gorgon who live by the ocean
· There were 3 in all and medusa was 1 of them 
· Their mission was to scare evil doers at the greek temples
· Sometimes they are there on temples to help them and guard it
· This was called apotropaic (meaning turning away [evil])
· Perseus gets help from the goddess athena and hermes
· Persus gets the tools to create what he needs
· Gets a cap of invisibility, winged sandals, and a sac to put the decapitated head of the monster and a special sickle of adamantine that cannot be broken and a shield or bronzed mirror 
· He flies back to seriphos, he goes through Ethiopia and finds a beautiful princess named Andromeda chained to a rock with her grieving parents nearby (because of a prophecy) and a seas monster coming to eat her
· Perseus descends to the sea monster and saves the princess and now wife and flies away
· Using the head of medusa, turns poly to stone and takes him and his wife and goes back to where akrisius lived on argos island
· Akrisius welcomes back his daughter and grand son
· He agrees that perseus becomes king after him and as a token of reconciliation, he gives head the gorgon back to athena
· Gives the head of gorgon to athena's 
· Gives the pouch, sandals, and cap back to hermes
· Perseus becomes king of tirus (which is the neighbouring city) 
· He founds new city in the mythology is Mycenae
· The hero always leaves a legacy
· Aetiology- an explanation of the origin of something
· Mythology is all baloney but it is fun
 
· There is a trend in greek myth
· The fool who tries to avert the prophecy 
· The idea of an infant who is persecuted and is targeted by powerful gods
· The cradle of civilization of stories that were in greek mythology and in the hebrew bible all originated from mesopotamia
· Another pattern in greek myth is that the hero is always on the outside and is on his guard so he doesn't get killed
· THIS IS GONNA BE ON THE EXAM (THIS TREND)
Proitos, Stheneboia, and bellephron
· Lynkeus and Hypermestra had twin grandsons, Akrisios and Proitos
· They had a really big fight and both brothers said they would settle it by akrisios taking power in Argos and priotrios would take over Tiryns
· Both their fates were sealed with their daughters
· Akrosiios when Zeus had sex with his daughter Danae
· Priotos when his daughter offended one of the Goddesses (Dionysus or Hera) and she was punished with madness
· Proitos’ wife Stheneboia fell in love with Bellerophon but he rejects her
· Because she was butt hurt, she lied to Priotos and said he tried to get with her
· Priotos was banished to Lycia with a letter that Priotos writes to assure the Iobates kill Bellerophon
· Instead of killing him, Iobates sends Bellerophon on a quest
· His battle was with Chimaira
· Lion at the front, snake at the back, fire breathing goat in the middle
· He had a secret weapon that was a flying horse pegasos which allowed him to defeat this monster and any others that the Iobates would send him later on 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Since he defeated all of the monsters, Iobates ignored the original letter from Priotos and offers one of his (Iobates) daughters’ hands in marriage to Proitos
· With stheneboia dead much later, it seems like all wrongs from before were forgiven.
· With the pegusos that could fly and all the other capabilities that it had, Bellerophon also thought that he could have those powers and tried flying to Olympus
· Zeus strikes him down and he is left to be an outcast on earth.
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