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As discussed in the case study #1: US-EU steel dispute in chap 3, where the US imposed safeguard duties (i.e import tariffs) on imported steel products under a false claim. EU and eight other countries were affected by this violation of world trade rules under WTO. There are many cases of similar trade wars such as the recent dispute on the meat-labelling rules between the US and Canada with Mexico.

Meat labelling is labeling products in order to provide basic information about the product to consumers. US’s Country of origin labelling (COOL) on meat products implemented on August 1 2008, unfairly discriminated against its import-competing countries which turns out to be Canada and Mexico, two of US’s largest trading partners. (Financial Post “Canada threatens tariff…”). In terms of decrease in their exports to the US and increased costs and more record keeping burden in following the policy. This meat-labelling policy has lead to fewer Canadian pig and cattle exports since 2009 according to the Canadian government almost cutting 50% of cattle export to the US. Canada losses amount to $1.054 billion whereas Mexico’s losses amount to $700 million annually. Canada and Mexico had complained to World Trade organization (WTO) that the US had not treated fairly with them according to international rules. In 2013,Canada threatened to impose retaliatory tariffs on US imports ranging from beef to even orange juice. Canada has requested to impose $2.3billion tariff against this policy from WTO whereas Mexico requested $713 million.  On Oct 20, 2014, WTO ruled that the US failed to bring it meat-labelling regulations fully in line after avoiding three warnings. In December 2015, they allowed Canada to claim $780.9 million later increased to $1 billion and Mexico $227.8million. (Financial Post “WTO sides with Canada, Mexico…) This would prove to be a problem between both sides of the borders in terms of US consumers and companies that import inputs from these countries would have to pay a higher price thus affecting other industries than just the meat industry and jobs would be lost. Also, US meat producers to suffer in price discount also Canadian and Mexico volume of exports would fall. However, Canada and Mexico still stand by their threats as their meat industry has suffered for far too long. This threat has caused a lot of concern among about 250 American companies and trade associations saying COOL is not beneficial for anyone. (The Globe and Mail “US corporations back Canada, Mexico in meat-labelling dispute”) In December 18, 2015, US president Barack Obama signed a bill to repeal the meat-labelling policy in order to avert the impending trade war from Canada and Mexico that would be detrimental to all countries involved. (CBC News “Meat labelling law repealed by Congress..)

[bookmark: _GoBack]I believe Canada and Mexico have succeeded in this dispute due to the US finally repealing the law and WTO allowing them trade sanctions. However, the allowed trade sanctions are not enough to cover the losses these countries had to bear. As mentioned above Canada losses were around $3 billion and Mexico losses are around $700 million. WTO claims that Mexico lost about $227.8 million whereas Mexico argued that it was $700 million annually. (CBC news “Canada awarded right to $1billion in WTO trade sanctions…). WTO only allowed Canada to claim  $1 billion and Mexico $227.8 million. Canada and Mexico would never be allowed to recover the remaining amount. Also, I believe WTO took way too much time in taking a strict action against U.S considering COOL, the protectionist policy was implemented in 2008 and it was only repealed in December of 2015. WTO could have prevented the huge losses accumulated in those eight years that Canada and Mexico made. 
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