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Privatization of the Police
· Privatization: the systematic transfer of gov functions and programs into the private sector
· Shifting things states should do out of the hands of the gov itself into the private sector
· There are problems that come with this  effect of some of the policies and methods of control that the gov uses
· Intentionally or unintentionally (method but also consequence) shifting out of the hands of the gov  loss of democratic accountability 
· No control 
· Is the state still responsible for the things they’re supposed to be?
· Yes: boundary between state things and private things has been blurred 
· Rely on the private sector for a lot of stuff that at one point was the responsibility of the crown
· Surveillance
· Guarding
· escorting criminals or dignitaries
· cash transfers from banking institution to banking institution
· alarm system in our house
· gated communities (private company decides if someone who is not part of the community is allowed into the PUBLIC STREETS)
· increasing use of private police spreads exponentially  Birks (jewelry store) has a guard
· Privatization of Police Functions
· Historic developments 
· Before state was the state: were private police forces
· Used across state lines 
· Problems
· Lack or loss of accountability 
· Who’s responsible for ensuring the training of security guards?
· The people who hire them
· Before 2005: guards didn’t need a license, took 8 years to phase the licensing program in (may have had no training whatsoever) 
· How do you regulate them?
· You would have to charge them criminally or withdraw from their commercial employer
· Charter of Rights and Freedoms don’t apply to private policing
· Representation of interests
· Answer to the ppl who pay them
· Don’t owe us any impartiality in the enforcement of their duties
· If they think they see you stealing, that’s enough for them to haul you in and interrogate you
· Class bias 
· Ex: Birks  you don’t look like you have money, you don’t get in
· Responsibility for policing end when you leave their work
· Shifting of public resources
· Allows state to pull back in the resources they provide
· Ppl don’t want to pay for the things they don’t use anymore
· Don’t want to pay taxes to police areas that they aren’t interested in 
· Delegitimized state and legitimates private actors
· If the state is the only entitiy that possesses the authority to use coercive power against us, doesn’t it delegitimize the power of the state when private actors do the work
· Treyvon Martin  Stand your ground law  meeting force with force  “I was forced to defend myself” 
· NRA held a citizen up as a hero bc he followed the Texas church shooter and shot at him	
· Vigilantism is allowed now?
Privatization of Use of Force
· Private Militaries/Armies
· Military into use of private armed forces
· Training troops, battle planning, remaking a city that they destroyed
· Believed:
· Cheaper
· Better performance
· Limits the involvement of the state:
· Gov can put a limit on what they were “contributing” to the war effort
· Problems
· Accountability
· Motivation
· If there was no money, private sector would withdraw/demand more money
· Private sector would leave the very expensive things to the state
· Costs
· 
· Undermines Government Legitimacy
·  If we allow private actors to conduct war, what won’t we let them do?
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