November 2, 2017

Social Control theories 

Learning outcomes:

1. Differentiate between internal + external social controls
2. Explain and apply Hirschi’s social bonding theory
3. Explain and apply Sykes and Matza’s techniques of neutralization

Question1:
How does society control its members?
My answer: Society controls its members by enforcing laws, norms, and their corresponding sanctions. The 3 aforementioned factors all pressure society to constrain their behaviour. 
Other answer: through concrete insitutions

Question 2:
Why do you conform to social norms? 
I conform to social norms because they are in my comfort zone, and i conform to legal social norms because I value my freedom and future. 
Other answers: to avoid backlash or get punished. Because of personal ethics. Want to get a good job, want to make family proud.

Social Control:
Ability of a group, community or society to regulate its members

Why do people conform to social norms? Why do people obey laws? What social forces encourage conformity? Why don’t people engage in deviance?

Core assumptions of social control theories:
· Everyone capable of feeling at least some motivation to deviate (most people want to maximize in pleasure and minimize in pain)
· Individuals are rational actors who make informed choices (we are all capable of weighing the pros and cons of our choices)
· Individuals must be restrained from engaging in deviance (we need certain controls in our lives that will prevent us from deviance)
· Deviance is caused by insufficient social controls (When people deviate they do so because social controls have failed them. Or they are not strong enough to prevent the deviant behaviour)


NYE’S CLUSTERS OF SOCIAL CONTROL
Techniques and strategies employed to prevent deviant behaviour

Internal social controls:
· Rules and norms exercised through our conscience
· “Right vs wrong”
· Most powerful form of control
· Never 100% effective (We don’t all agree on the same things)
· Our moral compass
· Fear of punishment or going to prison or jail
· We are socialized through religion and our families
· These controls are internalized through the socialization process. We are taught from a super young age what is right or wrong
· Family unit is the key and first unit where we learn socialization
· These usually come naturally to us. We don’t really think about it when we exhibit these behaviours
· Nye believes internal social controls are stronger than external social controls. This is because these values are ingrained in us. Such as “i believe it is morally wrong to steal from someone”

External Social Controls
· Rules and norms enforced by people, groups, institutions (people in our lives who influence us not to commit deviant behaviour. We care what other people think about us)
· Can be direct or indirect
· Norm violation →  sanctions

SOCIAL BONDING THEORY
“ The reason we do not engage in deviance of crime is because we have social bonds to conformity that keep us from engaging in socially unacceptable activities.” pg 273

Travis Hirschi (1969) suggests that our social bonds are comprised of four parts:
1. Attachment 
2. commitment 
3. Involvement
4. relief
We all are all motivated to deviate to different degrees. But the reason we don’t engage in deviance because we have strong social bonds that lead us to conform and not deviate. People with stronger social bonds to conformity are less likely to engage in deviance than people with weaker social bonds. 
When any of the four of the list above are broken, then we are more likely to deviate or engage in crime.

ATTACHMENT
· “Emotional” component of social bond
· We don’t engage in deviance because we care about what “conforming others” think of us
· “What would your mother think?”
· As children growing up, kids need to be attached to people with good moral compasses, and good attitudes. Good role models shape kids’ behaviour.
· If we have strong attachments to people who conform, then we are less likely to engage in deviance. We care what they think about us. 

COMMITMENT
· “Rational” component of social bond
· People are less likely to engage in deviance when they have a strong commitment to conventional society
· “I have a stake in this game! I don’t want to risk it!”
· People are able to assess their situation and act accordingly
· Organized sports, instruments, etc. They care too much about their goals to risk it

INVOLVEMENT
· “Time” component of social bond
· The more involved we are in conventional activities, the less likely we are to deviate
· “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop!”
· Focusing on the amount of time you actually have to engage in deviance. “It takes time to deviate.” you have to learn where you source your alcohol, you have to drink it, you have to spend time out after drinking, then you have to cope with your hangover and come up with an excuse as to why you were out so late.”
· If you’re involved in after school activities you have less time to get involved in deviance.

BELIEF
· “Internalized” component of social bond
· The stronger our understanding of and agreement with social norms, the less likely we are to deviate.
· “Rules were made for following! Social norms help keep society in order!”
· Having a strong belief system in society’s norms and values bonds us to conforming. Not having these beliefs actually loosens us from our bonds and leads us to deviate.
· Example: whether or not you strongly believe in monogamy will determine whether you cheat
· [bookmark: _GoBack]One thing that is not present in Hirschi’s work is the critiques such as the fact that over time, our social bonds might shift. And as society progresses, our social values and norms shift as well. 

Question: According to Hirschi, which bond(s) are potentially weak in the following scenarios?
1. Skipping class to smoke weed with friends
Answer: Belief and attachment and commitment (bc you’re paying for your uni class)
0. Cheating on your partner or spouse
Answer: Attachment, belief and commitment
0. Shoplifting at a convenience store
Involvement, belief, commitment, attachment

A lot of these bonds blend into one another, the answer is subjective and there can be more than one answer.

One of the biggest critiques of this theory: we don’t actually know the background or social and historical context of these people’s lives, so you can’t just assume whyh they did what they did.

TECHNIQUES OF NEUTRALIZATION
How do people rationalize or neutralize their deviant behaviour?
1. Denial of responsibility
“I didn’t mean to!” “It was beyond my control!”
0. Denial of injury
“I didn’t really hurt anybody!”
Such as stealing from MNCs because they have so much money (illegally downloading)
0. Denial of victim
“They had it coming!” Most common technique as shown in the reading. Blame exploitation by the music industry who charge too much
0. Condemnation of condemner
“You’re worse than me!” “everybody’s picking on me!”
0. Appeal to higher
“I didn’t do it for myself!”
Ex: someone downloaded music illegally but argue that they actually help the artist bc platforms where you can illegally download music actually helps artist advertise their music and people will be more likely to buy their music if they like the music.

FILM SCREENING AND WRITING REFLECTION 
1. What types of social control are represented in this film?
2. What techniques of neutralization are used to justify illegal downloading in the film?
3. How has the culture of illegal downloading….

Steal This Film
This documentary comes from the perspective that file sharing is a social good and does good for society. Produced in 2006.

Aaron Schwartz was interviewed. In 2011 he was indicted for downloading millions of articles from JSTOR and was fined and sentenced to prison. While he was on federal indictment he committed suicide. 

What big media sought to do was sue some people that illegally downloaded media and severely punish them to send a message to the public that if you pirate media there will be consequences. 

When some guy arrived in france in the 15th century he had a wagon full of bibles that were exact copies of each other because he had used recent technology to make all the copies (probably printing press) and the people of france who had never seen the results of this technology accused him of black magic for making such perfect copies of the bible.

Copying is seen as sharing

It is now possible to exclude people from knowledge and goods. Pirating helps include people who cannot access these knowledge or goods.

Once something is on the internet, it is there forever. 

If the battle against sharing is already lost, and media is no longer a commodity, how will society change? Should we expect changes as massive as those of the printing press?

Anyone who has access to the internet has access to copyrighting

Thanks to the internet and technology, the gatekeepers of media have been removed
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