How do we study “Religion”?
Notes
Examples of:

Religious Discourse:
· Christian preaching: A sermon is a special type of discourse with a religious content, normally referring to a biblical text and usually delivered during church services. (Doctrine)
· Religious texts are filled with metaphor
· Epic poems
· Ritual mantras
· Contains
· Stories
· Supernatural characters
· Myths
· Ornamental images
· Difficult logic
· Apologetics
· Prayer
· Scriptures

Religious Practices:
· Takes many forms such as:
· Singing, dancing, praying, communion, baptism, Friday prayers, dietary restrictions, dreaming, meditating, bathing, running, fasting, eating, having sex, not having sex, drawing painting, dressing in a particular way, working, begging, and so on.

Religious Communities:
· Examination of gender roles, its understanding of family and its structure.
· Divided into various sects or denominations
· Gathering
· Coven 
· Priesthood
· Monastery/convent
· Schooling (catholic schools ect.)
· Zakat
· Ummah
· Church, synagogue, mosque
· Prayer lists
· Holy cities/ places

Religious Institution:
· Socially constructed norms and customs that provide social order
· A temple, a church, Vatican, catholic schools, a mosque or any other place of worship (gurdwara)


Philosophical Approaches
· Use reason to engage with central areas of belief, claims about truth, and the human capacity to contrast systems of logic and meaning.
· Attempt o think about questions of meaning and value without resorting to a faith perspective or relying on a faith community.
Theological Approaches
Sociological Approaches
Anthropological Approaches
Psychological Approaches
Phenomenological Approaches
“Other Approaches”

Conclusion


The subject field of religious studies
“Because religious studies is subject field and not an academic discipline, there is no science or prescribed methodology associated with the study of religion. Instead the academic study of religion relies on methods used in disciplines such as sociology, anthropology, psychology, philosophy, history, and many more sub-disciplines.” (Jakobsh, p. 16)

Approaches used in this course
(a) “Theology”
· The original meaning of “theology” is “speaking about the gods”.
· talking about what they believe about the gods.
· A much broader definition of “theology’ today is “explaining your (or a) belief system to your believers (or others).”
· While scholars in religious studies do not, usually, “do theology”, they can make use of “theology” – of explanations that “insiders” offer of their tradition.
· Trying to understand what they explain about themselves
· Example: How do “insiders” explain the meaning of important verses from their scriptures?
· “Hear, O Israel: the LORD our GOD, the LORD is one.” (Deuteronomy 6:4)
· Israelites? Jewish people?
· For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
· Life after death (how does it look)
· Life after present (what kind of life)
· Who’s the son? Why the capital S?
(b) History
· Historical approaches to the study of a religious tradition investigate how a tradition has changed over time and why it has change?
· It looks at the political, intellectual, and social changes or circumstances that shaped the religious tradition.
· When we look at how historical circumstances have shaped a religious tradition (shaping tradition), we are answering the questions, “why do people believe/do …?”
(c) Ethnography
· (a sub-discipline of anthropology) is the empirical study of a particular culture or people or activity through fieldwork and observation
· They interview, observe, and possibly live with the community to learn more about them
· When we observe what people do in their religious tradition) embodying tradition), we are answering the question, “What do people do when …?”
· Example: What do Muslims when they go to Mecca in a pilgrimage (Umrah)?
· “Seven Wonders of the Muslim World” (1:07)

(d) Sociology
· Sociological approaches to the study of religion investigate how religion helps create order or how religion operates within a social order.
· When look at how people influence or are influenced by wider social currents (negotiating tradition), we are answering the question, “What social dynamics are in play when people …?” 
· Creating social systems
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