January 13, 2009

Exams, Quizzes and Marking Details
ERTH 2402 - 2009

Grade Breakdown  

· Ten timed, Web-based multiple choice quizzes to be completed in one sitting each at some time in the week following each class, starting after lecture #3 (details explained in lecture #3)*: 1.5% each, for a total of 15%
· Multiple choice midterm exam*@ - Saturday, February 7, 13:00 – 15:00, on campus, at a location to be announced: 




   25% 

Note: Details concerning exam writing for remote students (>160 km from campus), and other exceptions, will be posted shortly.

· Multiple choice final exam*@ (coordinates TBA):

      
   60%
· Total








            100%
* The material examined will reflect what you have been learning throughout the course to the point of the particular quiz or exam. 

@ For both midterm and final exams, you will also be required to know and reproduce the simplified geological time scale provided on Web CT and in lecture #1.  Reproducing this chart will be worth 10% of the mark you achieve for both the midterm and final exams. 

Material on which exams and quizzes will be based

· General screen content of PowerPoint slides presented in class. Unless specified otherwise by the instructor, the content of films shown in class and the “notes” part of PowerPoint slides are not exam material – see “additional information” below.

· Reading assignments specifically designed as potential exam material (for example, Dr. Baliunas' article this week, but not Professor Carter's article in lecture #1).
· Geologic Time Scale from lecture #1

Additional Information: The quizzes and exams will test your knowledge of the general principles and information taught.  For example, you do not have to memorize the exact dates of when glacial floods occurred in Switzerland, but may be asked about the impact of glaciers melting after the Little Ice Age in that and other countries.  You do not have to know the name of an ancient Norse chronicle that reported on harsh winters at the beginning of the Iron Age cold event, but you may have to know that this change in climate occurred at about that time.  Knowledge of the approximate dates of the Iron Age cold event is important as well, as well as other major events such as the Little Ice Age, the Medieval Warm Period, the Maunder Minimum, recent El Nino, etc. (dates are usually approximate). 

If you have any more questions about tested content, please let the TAs or the instructor know.  In such a controversial and rapidly evolving field, you will not be expected to know what scientists do not, for example, whether the Sun dominates when it comes to climate change on Earth, just that increasingly more scientists think this is the case.

