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digniWINDIGO – TRICKSTER FIGURE THAT EATS ITS OWN – DO RESEARCH 
BOTH CONNECTED WITH THE SONG  CANNEBOL – 
Celebration of wild rice harvest 
WARRIOR—STANDING AGAINST THE LAW 
SUSTAINABILITY AND SOVERIGHTNY 
TREATY WITH ANIMALS – IF YOU POLUTE THEIR LAND ITS AS IF YOUR RUINING THE ANIMALS AND CREATING IMABALENCE 
ASSERTION OF GOVERNENCE – GOVERNING THE LAND FROM A PLACE OF INTERCONNECTION, RECEPREOSITY – PLACE OF BELENGONING – AS OPPOSED TO PROTESRTING ** TRANSITIONAL ENERGY 
HOW CARIBU HELPS CREAT CALCIUM FOR SOIL – RICH VEGGIES 
PERSEPCTIVE OF WHAT IT MEANS OT LIVE IN A GOOD RELATIOBSIP WITH THE LANF – RETHINK THESE RELATIOBSHO 

EARTH IS MOTHER 
*Onishabe? 
-- saying something at great risk? Like something about their land or river or some shit like that
Posters hanging saying “we will win”

Violin player, flute player, piano player

Soft, melody like music
Almost earthly, nature vibes
Ups and downs- gentle melody; a little more harsh, sharp for certain moments; then again solft gentle and in sync
Mimicking sounds of like water, wind

Singing starts
All that we are all that we are living all that we breathe all that we are giving
All we receive, all that we are knowing, all that we grieve, all that we rejoice in. All that we share, all that we do, all that we dare, all that we are dreaming
All that we are, all that we are living

*Music again
again more music lol I hate this fucking shit
some songs are softer in nature; more like a river flow while others are more upbeat but they all have this like calming melody to them



Singing
Theres a place where I never been before, and when I get there ill know that im home
Where the eagles fly above my head and my toes are warm in the sand
….
…. (Unseen hands brought me to this place, unseen hands brush away my tears?)
Together well stand in this place once more and well know that our love is strong
I stand on the shore of the lake of grief, where the laughter of children is gone???? Bro idfk
I find a feather on the ground and I know that hope is stil here

I hear the voices of ones so dear who I never met before***** we talked about how they believe in spirits ancestors this that in class
I see their spirits in my child, (and I know that they endure?)

Unseen hands brought me to this place, unseen hands brush away my tears?

With so much beauty all around, I forgot my sorrow and pain
Unseen hands brought me to this place
Unseen hands brushed away my tears
Together well stand in this place once more
And well know that our love is strong


Acknowledge the artwork we are surrounded by—Chief lady bird and others
This important gathering

Next: Talk,: cultivating resistance and lighting the eight fire; challenging fossil fuel industry; to protect Onishwabe ??
Thomas Burton award 1996 miss woman of the year with indigo girls 1997 and rebok human rights reward
“Winona” her name??

Famous of her work on environmental and human rights issues
Winona Laduke: 

Slides:
To be a Water Protector 
She is from the White earth reservation from minissota 

She is a water protector “what it is like to be a water protector”
We have choice between Onishnabe 
One is scorched one is green and we choose which path to embark

To be a water protector and to make beautifl these towns and cities that have been taken over by “Windigo economics”
“we are present everywhere”
Gaawaawiye Gamaag Round Lake—she lives here; this reservation
The source of the Mississipi and head waters of the red river

Art by Roy/ray? Thomas
The piece is “we’re all on the same boat”
She likes to use this art bc she was graduate at Undergrad University at Harvard
The evaluation of knowledge at instituions of higher learning: some knowledge is valued as fine and others is valued as not the same
The solutions to the problems in this paradigm cannot be found in THAT paradigm—the solutions are outside of it so u have to let go of some of those things
“idk if we have the same moons in our territories”—showing differences between nations 
she likes to remember them and save them 
“none of the moons are named after a roman emperor” lol
About time to deconstruct that relationship we have made; …

We are in fact in the same moment
The time of the 7th power= teaching for onishnabe people; and by the 8th we choose our path; one good one bad


White Earth
Canadian Oil Pipeline companies
White earth; aka her reservation= 47 lakes and 500 bodies of water
Pipeline systems there carry a lot of oil down to the united states
Those pipelines put in before any federal regulation—so long time ago
2013: corporation makes a new line; “the Sand piper” was proposed—and said that it was essential to carry oil 
“its not the pipeline itself its whats in it”
Her job was to talk to Non-indians on her reserves aka settlers to make them understand that their settling was kind of a problem (they had cottages there)??
She built this multi racial alliance to protect her water
Prayed, ceremonies, and rode their horses against the pipelines?—SHE HAD A DREAM ABOUT DOING IT SO SHE DID IT
For 4 years they prayed, struggled, they did everything in the “white men” process
Lawsuit filed by non-indian ppl and went to the minnisotta courts and made the courts do an environmental impact statement (EIS)
The court ordered the state to do an EIS even though they didn’t wanna do it
Last year auagst 2nd 2016: the corporation announced they weren’t gonna do the Sand piper pipeline and it cancelled its project—SUCCESS

So they stopped a pipeline; a lot of people think u cant fight these corporations but you can and you must

But Then corporation went and about 28% of the Dakota pipeline… 
So they followed the corporation out there
((She showed that a slide showing  “every dot is a crude oil or toxic fluid spill” ))
“you are eating the heart, eating the mother herself, and you are pretending you can survive in that”
HER ARGUMENT: YOU NEED TO CHANGE THE WHOLE ECONOMIC PARADIGM THAT SOMEHOW CONDONES THESE PRACTICES
Sex trafficking around the oil fuelds
“this man wants to rent your daughter” billboard in north Dakota 
because of this, people left north Dakota until north Dakota returned to “___ status”??
the organization that fights for ur civil rights only had one person.. no one wanted to go to north Dakota to deal with the colonization, the racism for native people, etc. 
No one wanted to talk about what was happening and instead were just flying over north Dakota-I ignoring it

“Welome to leaf” film
town in north Dakota purchased by neo natzi movement
they set up a compound bc no one lived there
BUT there are some Native people, but they captured the flags of the natzis!!! YAY
“some people in north Dakota have courage and it is us, the indigenous people”
President Donald Trumps Creative Church was burned in North Dakota (May 2017)
“theres native people in these areas and crazy people” lmao 

Standing Rock:
Picture shown—Mine resistant armed personnel carrier (MRAP)+ long range acoustic device in the USA… (LRAD)
SURPLUS UR MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO POLICE FORCES 
Trump reinstated this 
They brought full blown military equipment that drive through buildings in cities to this Aboriginal things in north Dakota.. they thought they could do this cuz they were natives—cuz they were used to treating natives like this in north Dakota 
Natives got sprayed with military things… no idea what they were  
When u get to a point in this society where the rights of corporations supersede that of individuals..and oil makes people act like this.. awful
STANDING ROCK= a moment where we reckon face to face what we are looking at and everyone saw what was going down
“my famly took injuries; I lost a horse out there”
“I have a lot of PTSD from standing rock”
they burned things n shit… 

7 billion dollar pipeline; pipeline 3 rn
Enbridge pipeline
Theyre building towards sasketchewan and Manitoba
Natives in Minnesota are getting arrested trying to stop this
Certificate of Need; Enbridge hasn’t gotten it yet, and theyre tryna do everything possible to stop them from getting it

Sep 4 but dogs on their people
She called enbridge 
“I saw the small communities u rolled thorugh with diesel ___”
there are 5 large tribes in Minnesota and she said “you will not roll over our tribe; theres too many of us”
She said to call off the dogs
They need permission to do shit from Aboriginals
So shes like u need to call of the dogs; but instead, they stood aside and let them get shot, tear gassed, injured; let them get poisoned.. 840 got arrested
So Onishnabe old them responsible for 28% of the injuries (in north Dakota?)
“when they came to minniestoa they acted like that didn’t happen but it did”

Billbaords of Mismarck
Water protector billboards

Picture:
Organic: Aboriginal
GMO: white settler 

She says it is the time of the “sitting bowl plan”
The enlightened plan
“let us put our minds together to see what kind of future we can make for our children”
we have to put our minds and hearts together to make it where we are going
we are awake, we know who we are and we know what is happening 


The Dakota Excess Pipeline 
Windigo economics lol
We are in an era where everything that was easy to get, you already got—theres no more oil wells, you need to literally shove into mother earth and destroy it to get what you want; drill 100,000 feet into the ocean, or a crazy mining project for copper (1 on of copper and a million tons of waste)—THAT IS WINDIGO ECONOMICS—IT IS INSANITY 
To extract Saudi oil, you need to keep opening up new wells, its not a fast process, it takes 5 years (so I guess theyre like na?)
“bakken?” 
900,000 barrells a day in 2016 moving out of bakken
all the oil going out in 2016 already went out
SO WHY DID THEYH NEED a 570,000 a day PIPELINE—THEY DIDN’T NEED IT. THAT WAS ABOUT HATRED, ABOUT GREED, IT WAS ABOUT CORPORATE PROFITS, AND IT WAS ABOUT THE END OF THE FOSSIL FUEL ERA
We (Canada)consume more energy per capita than anyone else in the world..

Now would be a time for an elegant transition (bc we don’t wanna dig into mother earth and destroy it for oil).. we could wait till every eco system is fried OR we could just start moving on bro… 
Addicts: lie, steal cheat, everything is everyone elses fault
WE ARE ACTING LIKE BIG ADDICTS: USA AND CANADA ARE BIG ADDICTED COUNTRIES—addicts make bad decisions and that’s how ur public policy got written by a bunch of dealers lmao
Enlighten people should write polcies, not addicts

Oil Companies Net Income: HUGE PLUMIT IN NET INCOME
80.4 million (2011) vs. 3.7 million (2016) with 2 companis being analyzing: ExxonMobil, Chevron and ConocoPhilips


what I think the future will look like
Leading Bird picture: he is looking out his window and sees the future (dine solar?—solar energy?)

The future: Dine Solar

“youre either at the table or ur on ur menu”

we have to relocalize our energy and relocalize our food
these two things are closely related 
bc from the USA we ship food from everywhere else
her reservation: did a study couple years ago and spend 18 million dollars on the reservation; a quearter o their ecnomy is food, and 86% is off reservation (buying food at walmart, etc.)
so one of our challenegs we face: we need to change our structure
we have to relocalize our food economy and quit hemridging ? – we cant keep hemrigging half our economy 

Project in her community: Indigenous Corn Restoration Project 
She decided to be a corn grower in her community
Short going season, frost drought and wind resistant – twice the protein and half the calories of the market varieties
Pawnee Eagle Corn, Seneca Pink Lady Flour Corn with Sue Wika, Jonesy Miller with Bear Island Flint  
THERE ARE SO MANY DIFF VARIETIES OF CORN

“the seeds remembered the land it came from and all their varieities flourished” when their seeds were given back to them?? (idk who—Pawnees?)
this story is important bc:
corn doesnt exist in nature, its something humans created with nature—its important to know that humans can create beautiful things because humans created this
a lot of the varieties were seeds picked up women—women are the best because they prepare them and store them,, how they cook and store is important
all of that intellectual property and community were done by Aborignals—the seeds belonged to the creator
also a story of Redemption—the Pawnee stories; the farmers returned some of the land and seeds to the Pawnee’s 
“I wanna see healing between the settler and the colonizer and our peoples; but it takes an ACTION, not just a word”—Pawnee story is an example of that reaction

Next example: Arikara Squash 
“these seeds came out a clay ball and said the seed was about 800 years old
the best thing about this: the clay ball—this is the indigenous system of seed storage
She named it Gete-Okosomin; which basically means like “really cool old squash” LOL 

Rice: 
Aboriginals are really good at sustainability!! We can learn from them!!
“All we have to do is take care of our water” … 

Will Allen—he runs “Growing Power” in Milawakee 
He raises 1 million pounds on 3 acres of land
You need to have every urban community having Will Allen’s project 


Next generation of energy: Wind Project off of Massachusets 
Standing Rock 
“3.9 million on a pipeline that no one wants
or you put enough wind and solar to reduce the misery of those in north Dakota and you can export it.. “

Wind Resource of Canada 
OUR MINING SYSTEMS ARE INEFFICENT AF 
WE NEED TO GET EFFICIENT, WE NEED TO GET LOCAL 

Cars: 16% efficient engines (with fuel?) vs. 65% effiency from hybrids (i.e. Teslas) .. 


The Seventh Fire

The Eighth Fire
They paint houses in the housing projects; murals
Putting solar thermal southside of the houses??


“were going to prove that a future without the oil company is possible”

Emoto:
It gives hope and reaffirms:

“Water molecule, before offering a prayer”
“Water Molecule, After offering a prayer”
Thank you
You Make ME Sick, I will Kill you
Love and Appreciation
^ THERE WERE PICTURES OF THE REACTIONS OF WATER WITH EACH THING

“take care of that water because she brings us her life”

ends lecture with a quote: “
[bookmark: _GoBack]spirit came into lodge “how long are u gonna let others determine the future of your children. Are we not warriors? When our ancestors went into battle, they didn’t know what their battles would be, they (just knew they had to do it for the sake fo their children). do not operate out of aplace of fear, operate out of a place of hope, because with hope eve4rything is possible. The time is now
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what does water is life mean to Toronto
how does urban life relate to how we protect life and water

reproductive health + water: 
jokes being bade here: for many of us, folks that have a copper IUD, theyre water walking every single day

Winona sharing: makes you understand that “the doom is here”
Family and individuals can be a part of the change

Toronto and living in the city: the idea of harm reduction
TALKING ABOUT HARM REDUCTION AND WATER—to survive in a city we have to reduce the harms in our life
Injection sites: safe injection sites in Toronto + one in Ottawa – s.o to them
Bringing this up bc they are places out on the land, still on indigenous territory – they were done without the government, without public health, because people are dying everyday
THIS WAS DONE BY COMMUNITIES—not the government
We have a lot to learn from Toronto and cities themselves about how we are taking care of each other and giving life to each other; and the Toronto + Ottawa safe injections demonstrate this
If u wanna take care of the water and community: Nialxo training??—go to a pharmacy and get trained on the spot. 
Nilaxo and harm reduction—we need to do this to get back to our homes, city and to save the water

Harm reduction is life vs. water is life—she has heard “harm reduction is life” before she heard “water is life” 

Next person talking:
shes trying to digest some of the things Winona shared with us
reflecting on a lot of the things she shared
When you’re for something, there is power in that, and it’s a diff energy when youre against something
How do we stop being consumers in a place and world where we are fed all this stuff to consume and we are told that’s what being good citizens is about
Also thinking about how we are conditioned towards individualism, and we are conditioned towards that, children, are, etc. and they are taught that this ecnomy is tied to concepts of democracy and wellbeing.. 
Theyre sold this idea, that there is no alternatives. That we have to “slowly transition somehow” into this new way, but at the same time, continue to be consumers and continue to be greedy, cuz that’s really what it comes down to…. Greed.
“my truck” “my bank account” “whats in my fridge.. if ur fridge is empty that’s ur problem, mine is full”
Just care about capitalism nd individualism “as long as my family is ok, we don’t care about you”—we don’t care about the street vendors etc.
THIS IS WHAT WE NEED TO CHANGE
“we are spirits here, we are spirits with power”
“water is living; not just water is living”—apparently Josephine says this
“trees are living, beings. They are spirits” this entire earth is living, pulsating—we are CONNECTED to it—we are ONE with all of that, with all of this”
“We can join our spirits together in prayer, in ceremony, in a new way forward…”
“We can ask the spirits of this land to help us with our offerings, with our generosity…”
We have to make a sacrifice
When we got to sundance, we sacrifice
Caring about the babies to come—NOT JUST THE HUMAN BABIES THO—SHES TALKING ABOUT THE LITTLE BIRDS, LITTLE TURTLES, ETC>
AND TO DO THIS WE NEED TO RETHINK CAPITALISM, RETHINK PATRIOTISM THAT IS KILLING THIS EATH, WE NEED TO RETHINK OUR DEMOCRACY.

Man from Serpent River: Onishnabe community that are hunters, wild rice people, and very much connected to the land (by lake Huron?)

Years ago, in my village, my people were contained by the government on reservations VIA the indian act
It was important for government to force them into colonization so that a free for all can go on in the territory
150 years, this went on, and for 150 years, the lands and water got polluted
87 dams that was containing toxic radioactive stuff and the dams broke
millions and tons of radioactive wastes went into the river
Our people were in poverty—and I remember when I was a kid they would cut the tumors out of animals and eat them bc had no money 
The miners made so much money, and now the miners are gone and we’re still there suffering with all thse radioactive toxins
Indian Act is still there, the miners are coming back, and it’s a never4 ending cycle of pollution, land dispoession and the poisoning of our waters and our lands
This was a great concern to me so I asked my dad what we can do, he said “goes to those spots that are poisoned and have ceremony there; go to spots that were damaged and make your offerings there”
Sewer systems are sacred.. because its water… IT IS WATER. It is the same thing that runs in my body, of course it is sacred
“I think that ceremony and paying tribute to that sacred water in our cities is very important bc it will help us think differently about it”

We wanted to think about WATER AND GENDER TOGETHER
Bodies are water
We often think about water as land; and when we do our social movement building we think about things in separate ways
How does water help us think about this in concert with each other 
How does it help us understand gender—the beautiful ways that human beings experience gender—how does water help us approach gender differently:
Answers: “identity as 2 spirit, trans, etc.” please stand—lots of people stand up—they call them “2 spirit” 
Women: caring for our water—like walking miles every single year to take care of it
“The first water that comes when birth comes”—its not only women who have birth—its also men, trans, etc.
We often don’t talk about the other kinds of wetness that is ALSO WATER—lol sex joke
“I am fluid enough being able to fit many spaces”
Water comes in many forms—fluid, icicle form, etc.
Important teaching from water: we cant just walk up to water and be like “turn into ice”.. I don’t fucking understand the relevance of any of that


Thing we have been talking about tonight: FLUIDITY
Fluidity—we go over river banks and meet each other where we are out
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