Unit 1 – Deviance, Normality, and Social Control

Sociology is the study of:
1. How people create, reinforce, and challenge society
2. How society affects individuals and groups: it is our creation but we do no control it in a way.

The Puzzle of Social Order
How do we come to what we call social order?
We are self-interested, but we include those close to us in this, but not necessarily everyone. If our own interests drive us, how do we get along and how do we create this order? How can we be self interested and still have this social order? Example: we give up getting a coffee in the morning when the line is too long instead of just cutting the line.
· We benefit more through the collective goals we can gain as a group—Thomas Hobbs and John Locke. 
· Life without this is brutish, nasty and very short. Together we do more. We give up freedom to be protected by the group—Thomas Locke
· Social contract—by joining together, we give something up. We do not enter into the contract voluntary (not too correct)
· “Do unto others as you would like done unto you.” Don’t do it because it is wrong—motivation by the shared sense of what is right and wrong (possibility)
· We have learnt it through time, unconsciously. We learn conformity
· On our own we are vulnerable but as a group, we are formidable
Where do social rules come from?
· The parents, family
· The avoidance of conflict to promote the well being of others. We come up with rules that are to help with people living together
How are social rules reinforced?
· Reactions from other people that do not agree with the violations of these rules, leading you to shame
· You need to follow the script
· Praise for good behavior—conforming
· We are the reinforcers with the way we reward different behaviors
Why do people break social rules?
· Personal gain—too selfish 
· This is a major force within society, it is a driver of social change

What is deviance?
· To break away from social rules and norms.
· An activity that is unusual (?) No it is more than a thing being unusual.
· The Normal Curve represents a given population. When a population is compared across a characteristic, for example, intelligence, some people are greatly intelligent, others are extremely unintelligent and most of the people are in the middle.
· An activity that results in harm (?) Not necessarily. 
· A person that covers his face in tattoos is deviant but it is not harmful
· Not all activities that are deviant are harmful
· Not everything that is deviant is illegal and not everything that is illegal is deviant.
· A better definition: “Ways of acting and ways of being that, within particular social contexts and in particular historical periods, elicit moral condemnation.” –Sacco, pg. 193
Why is this a better definition?
· It is contextual and variable, it defers with different cultures
· It is based on time, what was normal then is not normal now, what was deviant then is not deviant now
· It raises a question. If there is a category out there that is called normal, who defines it? Who has the power to define these categories?

Sociological Perspectives on deviance
1. Not a moral term, but an analytical one.
· This concept is used to analyze, not moralized
2. Deviance is a double-sided coin. You cannot talk about deviance without talking about normality. 
3. Deviance can tell us a lot about social change: how categories are made, what they need, how they change.

Social Changes
Things that were deviant then, that are normal now. Examples:
· Gay marriage (homosexuality)
· Interracial dating and marriage
· Women in the working world
Things that were normal then, that are deviant now. Examples:
· Marrying young
· Single parenting
· Manual labor
· Child labor
· Smoking/drinking while pregnant
· Drinking and driving

What’s responsible for the changes that are happening?
· Law
· Influence from people who are passionate about the change
· Same Sex Marriage: Public Polls since 1988 

Why do we seek to control the behavior of others?
· We are ethnocentric, we believe what we know is the right thing (partial)
· Uncomfortable with things that are outside the comfort zone
· Protection mechanism
· To attain a common ground where everyone is on the same page
· We seek to create an environment where one knows what to expect from others and knows what others expect from him

Paradox #1: Deviance is normal. When does this deviance become the new norm? Deviance can be an assertion. A way to claim individuality.
Norms are patterns that we are forced into to make everyone get along.

Types of deviance
· Primary deviance: The kind of deviance that we all engage in all the time. Everyday forms of deviance. Ex: lying, cheating, smoking, drinking, stealing, swearing. These are pretty common but they play a role in how we interact. Rule breaking and rule following. Everyone is primarily deviance.
· Secondary deviance: A more profound kind of deviance. The deviance that is a life organized around deviance. Deviance is at the core of the person, getting close to criminality. There’s a difference between stealing something and being a thief. A thief would be someone who has organized his or her sense of self around that act. This deviance carries more stigma. More profound expression of rule breaking that has a consequence over a life.

Paradox #2: Does deviance have a social function? It is a way of following the script. By knowing that a person is not deviant, you know they are “normal.”
- Example 1: Hazing: 
· Serves a purpose to show a group that you are committed and loyal to them. 
· Shows who has the power 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Shows that membership matters because that’s what is keeping the group together
· A behavior might be deviant but that does not mean it doesn’t have a purpose.
Example 2: Prisons for criminals:
· There is a whole business around it: jail building, judges, lawyers
· Provides a sense of safety for the rest of the population
· Explains to the public the right and wrong
· Creates an identity (label), the criminals have the negative label: they are the criminals.

- “The Moral Panic”: members of the general populous begin to see deviance everywhere. The deviance gets activated in a specific but broad way. Emerges when you are afraid of something; temporary except for the youth panic. Reassert that the values held by a lot of people is correct.
· Examples: the communist panic, the red scare; 9/11 attacks and terrorism panic; prohibition; pornography; lyrics. Right now and for the past 20 years, youth. 
· Communist panic: This was when the U.S. had a fear of becoming communist so they had propaganda against any idea of communism. If you were thought to be communist, you were excluded from other things such as a job. THE HOLLYWOOD BLACKLIST.
· Pornography: this scare came with the invention of VCR/VHS. This was shown in movies before and now with this invention people can watch this without having to exclaim to the world that they are interested in it. With VCR it had been brought into the home. While it was regulated before with being in public places, the regulation has been lost.
· Lyrics: With the invention of the Walkman’s the publicity that came with music (playing it on a boom box) was made private.
· Youth panic: 1970’s to now. In 1970’s many things began to change, the breakdown of the modern family began. Women began to work and they had more power to them so there was less parental structure in the families. The mother was no longer always present at home. So more kids are in daycares, roaming the streets

Why do people act in deviant ways?
· It is easier to conform to the deviant way
· Because it has been observed, mostly from the parents
· Necessity: the need to achieve a goal
· Strain theory: argues that when you have cultural values that are dear to you but you don’t have the means to achieve them, the value will not go away and the individual will try other ways to achieve that. The value does not reflect the values of a lot of people, and it limits the people.
· Tension between cultural values and the means to achieve them. If this strain is present, people will try another way to get to those values.
· Sociologist Merton argued that the world of corporate business and the business of street gangs are mirror images of each other. They are limited to a selected group of people. They also have the same values: loyalty, single-mindedness, strong drive, etc.
· Cultural Support Theory: People are above all, learners. We have an enormous capacity to learn. If you are socialized in a specific way into a specific moral code, then that code will bring you into conflict with the dominant one.
· Rhodes goes into prison to interview murderers to learn about the workings of a murder, what happens before and what happens after.
· Wolf joined a gang called “The Rebels.” They formatted their own morals that contradict the moral code that most people live by. They only cared what their gang mates thought of them.
· Social Control Theory: People will behave in highly deviant ways whenever they can. Deviance occurs when it is allowed to. Turns the questions around to why do people follow social rules?
· Example of the absence of social controls: not wearing pants in the house when you’re alone; mobs and riots—300,000 people around and no one bothers to die, that’s a very Canadian riot.”
· Example: suicide. Before Durkheim, people said these people were selfish. Durkheim said the rates of suicide were higher in protestant areas of Europe than in the catholic areas of Europe. He also observed that married people killed themselves less than those who were not married. He also observed that rates of suicide went up when there was an economic recession or economic boom. This means that as a catholic you knew everyone because you went to the same church but in the protestant, where they have so many churches, they don’t necessarily know their community. In the marriages, the question changes to “why do you not kill yourself?” In the case
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