Religion 2M03- Lecture 2
Exemplary Deaths
Rituals – actions that transform, often very connected with sacred texts and can find important clues in creation stories (genesis).
- start out with everything being perfect with nature and the gods  often the humans make a mistake thus you need a ritual to bring a balance back together (sacrifices done back for harmony)
- sometimes happens on a cyclical bases which can be broad and a community basis 
- sacred places that are created, groves buildings, where the human and the divine can come together
- special words said, actions to do, gifts to bring
Most critical piece of creation stories is that it will often tell about a stage of development. For example a decision made that goes wrong then you see the results to help teach people how to think forward. “If i do this action what would be the result?” 
-When poor decisions made : don’t be too full of pride and arrogant 
Anticipatory Rituals come from teaching an dislike to death.  Grimes says a culture wide refusal to imagine a good death intends to assure that will we  not experience one. It comes from European middle ages take on death....
ARS MORIENDI
· Books on how to die well, after the black death in Europe
· The five temptations are: The lack of faith  Despair Impatience Pride Arborist 
· “As then the bodily death is the most fearful thing of all fearful things”  
· In other words the death of the body can mean something worse than what we already think it means. The death of the body can also have an upbringing of the soul if it is not done in a proper way. 
· In other words dying is punishment for the guilty 
Theodicy-the problem of suffering in the world in connection with the being and the divine loving being (powerful) The idea is that if God loves us he doesn’t want us to suffer and if he is powerful he can take care of the suffering. Suffering is said to be allowed however because it is a punishment for sin. Secondly, it is known as a teaching tool. The problem of a teaching tool is that it doesn’t resolve the issue of children that suffer and are not able to learn. 
When Greco roman sank away it was left with personification of good and evil. 
Buddhism focuses instead on the what and how. “To be alive is to experience suffering” For instance major crises to little irritant things.  
ARS “ENDING” TRADITION:  Death is supposed to make us happy. Heaven is perfect so why wouldn’t everyone want to go there?  
Salvation of seven deadly sins eating your soul is a ritual 
At death the battle for ones soul became very public and sometimes there are very particular people that can witness it
Eschaton,the end: instead of the focus on a worldwide judgement day, it came down to an individual’s death. It is a Personal apocalypse at one’s death. The people around them are also affected though so there is a discontinuity of the community when someone passes. 
Pre destination means that when a person is born it is predetermined if they are going to heaven or hell so death became the ultimate punishment to sin and gateway to glory and keeping them balanced was tricky.  
Now the business of death is heavily privatized in North American culture.
Opposition to Darwin: For a long time the primary opposition to Darwin’s theory of evolution was the pact that was understood to be between god and humans , a person could ask for salvation (last rights on their death bed) and whatever they have done in their life they would be forgiven for.  Darwin believed that this pact would not exist if humans come from animals because they would have to die like all other creatures.  His main point was the fear of losing immortality. 
Things to NOTE
Phowa, States of Bardo
Eating, re-establishment of life that food suggests with the community.
Mythologizing of death in sacred stories. A myth is a story with a meaning. 
Stories are told without a meaning of historical fact. Example two journalists write life on the town one writes novel on people in the town and the other writes about just one person so which story is more to life of the people in the town. 
Want to always keep in mind the relationship between views of death and views of life. How our view of death is dependent on how we see life and we have a connection with life after death.  
READ ELENI – greek myth about graveyards 
READ EMBALMING
In many cultures grief is not to be hidden but to be cherished. Grief and death doesn’t come only at death but during the year at certain seasons. 
CONTRASTS IN DEATH PRACTICES 
Grimes says what we need are funerary images not cinematic ones 


Video
Dying in cashie means living forever. 
The great cremation ground
LECTURE 3
Catherine Bell , Rites Of Passage
“raw and the cooked” – levy strauss : how societies take the raw forms of life experiences and cook them into rituals and ideas. For example taking raw chicken and making it curry or barbeque. Adding flavours and rituals in order to socialize. Why do Societies do this? Theories:  (1)do this in order to try to get some control over nature. (2) to embrace the natural order of things (not easy to swallow so rituals make it easier to swallow).  Shapes our identities about life and who we and others are. Shapes the way society is organized and tradition. Will determine what happened at death or after death for example will determine if a spouse can marry after death. 
Cooked structures usually enforce empower and control.
Rites of Passage Pattern
1) Separation:  the person is separated from what they were before. Adolescent ritual- separated from what they used to be from a child. 
2) Liminality: place in between.  Isn’t what you used to be but not yet what you are going to be. 
3) Reincorporation:  incorporated into the new group with a new social identity. Ex Big Ally Bride who becomes her husband’s other half. She loses her own self and no separate sense of self.  
We want to look at connections of all three. Funerary traditions are going to move a living person to being a dead person. Connections between danger and security are also to be noted. Usually rituals take place at a time when you have to transition or else it could be dangerous. It has to be done correctly or you will need protection. 
Many signs of reincorporation:
New name
New Clothes (robe) 
New location
Cleaning or cleansing
In some cultures body identification
Access to new knowledge (sacred texts)
Danger or taboos often associated with events that change structure. Birth, death and sex are a part of these taboos.  In many cultures menstrual blood is seen as power because it can give you life, in some culture it has to be buried and disposed carefully.  
Life long rituals:  from birth to adulthood, celibacy to ____. May not happen in 
Sannnyasi is when a person legally kills themselves. Perform there own funerals (mostly males), remake ties. All these examples are contrast from what we know as a lack of formal ritual in Canada. 
Lack of Ritual Problem
Lack of ritual and community: lack of ritual produces alienation and alienation produces increased violence. Maybe not with those close to you but as a culture. 
If there are no set rituals to acknowledge a status as an adult that means that the young people are continuously pressured to show that they are an adult. There is a continuous questionability of being an adult. 
Not all rituals are good and positive. Some rituals confine people to various levels or categories of society. Initiation rights and hazing rights are an example.
*note comments on how societies construct masculine and feminine identities by BELLE. She is talking about gender expectations. More pressure to conform socially.  
Van Gennep, “Territorial Passage and the Classification of Rites”
 Pivoting of the sacred : something that is sacred is known to be set apart but pivoting of the sacred means who are what is sacred can change with the context. A person or place can be sacred in one time and not another. 
Territorial Passage: rights of entering and leaving. Involves countries, houses, times, anything at all. Sometimes the neutral zone would be as large as a country. It can be large as a lake. Can shrink down to an exact line.  It doesn’t have to be physical. 
Doorframes would be decorated in many cultures.  Main door is used for specific entrances compared to side door. Corpses removed through the back door. Those lower on the social scale has to use certain entrances. Women are usually assigned to a specific door. 
New members that are brought in are lead in or carried over the threshold 
Connection between territorial rights of passage  and transition
Rites
Want to know what preparations are made for the preliminal stage.  Who is separated from the process and how does it occur? Who instigates this separation? And what does the ritual separate the person from exactly? 
Liminal/transition stage is a stage where we want to know what happens exactly and how long does this middle stage last?
During incorporation are there shared items such as food or clothes?  In some cultures it is rude to speak the name of the dead while in others it is an honor. Are there unusual activities that only take place around the death. Any distinctive marks or decorations? Is it a one step or several year type of transformation? 
Those in luminal stages usually possess less or nothing.  Liminal stages will look a lot like other luminal stages (similar dress codes/style) The behaviour is normally passive (they are there to receive)  Expected to obey there instructors. 
Dialectic of the development Cycle: if we look closely enough at our environment it is a situation that all of us at any given moment are transition from and to states of liminality.  Recognition that if we are always perfectly honest with ourselves we are transferring from a luminal stage or to a luminal stage. 
Departure Clip 
you notice that there is separation . Moving the deceased from the living to how they could be buried. He was a chelo player in an orchestra to going into the funeral industry.  Ritualistic features with second scene of the orchestra social conventions, introductions, rows and orderly. 
Climb over the chain in a scene. 
Boy acts in a funeral corporate video as a dead person. And has a bath and gets shaved with caution and care and gets cut and bleeds , 
Goes again on the job to meet his first body which is an old woman that has been dead for two weeks.  Has to hold her feet and throws up. 
Has a very cleansing bath after dealing with the body 
Ran into friends before and said he was a great man because he plays the chelo and they think it is the job he still has
Class distinction with orchestra job compared to his new job that has a dead smelly scent. 
Distinction between good death and bad death. The woman that was by herself had a bad death. 
Why now understand why before he lived an unremarkable life. Can see his new identity 
LECTURE 4 MAY 9th:
Headhunting-Ritual
· Head hunting appears to be common in south Asia
· By the turn of the 20th century it was done by small ethno groups 
· 5 interpretive frame works
· Colonial View:  colonial powers from fifteen to eighteen hundreds were not used to the violence of head hunting and understood very little about it. Accepted face to face combat which was seen as the manly way. Based on European ignorance, the south east Asians were perceived as blood thirsty savages (people of the forest). European colonists believed that they were in dire need of civilized influences. Headhunting was a form of surprise attack and was thought to relieve the person of anxiety. Headhunting was not limited to any one person (equality and randomness). In contrast, patriarchal military men saw women and children as an acception. Another difference were the way in which the decapitative heads appeared in public. 
· Religious View:  The cosmology amoung south east asian groups had a lot to do with head hunting. So to display the head and treating it they could recruit the soul of an enemy into an ally. The spirit of this ally could then become a part of their own spiritual group. The afterlife was commonly known as the sky world. 
· Structural cosmological view: Robert Mckinnonly did a study on regional synthesis. He acknowledged the prior interpretations mentioned. The first point is that while killing ones enemies, if you could acquire the heads ______. The ritual ceremonies were key to transferring the souls. Head hunting wasn’t about violence per se but a strategical approach.  Head hunting had a particular connection to indigenous cosmology. It was oriented towards an upstream and downstream geography that fit where they lived along the river.  Sky world with the spirits and gods, this world village settlements, then an underworld with trickster figure. The god and goddesses can move between these realms.   The mythic figures will often cross rivers.  Journeys to remote areas that have beings that look human but are not necessarily.  Rituals of head hunting  according to this analysis helps resolve issues. If you can take the head back to one owns village then you can incorporate the enemy or semi human spirit into their own community and gain the new mythical powers. Give the head a new name and treat it friendly so the spirit joins the community. It is the head because it contains the face and is the most overt assembled part of an individual 
· Emotions and the life cycle view: Michelle Rosaldo did research that the ELEN? God  continued to head hunt. Nine months into their fieldwork they realized that 65 of the 70 adult men in their community had taken at least one head. So they were surprised that the head hunting was still that recent.  Michelle tried to find out how a friendly group of people enganged in this act. She did not find any support for any explainations of head hunting that we have already mentioned (to recruit enemy souls or to turn enemies into friends) They did say that it was a part of an emotional feeling and that they did it when they had a heavy heart or felt pressure.  The young men said that head hunting gave them the right to gain the spirit of the beheaded victim and once they did that they could wear hornbill earrings.  Taking another individuals head quiets their spirit and allows their maturity to grow. Raises a person respectability in the community though. 
· Ideological View: wooden head instead is used as many places now outlaw head hunting. Northern kankanini – ritual done every ten years with a substitute head done to reassure the fertility of the rice crop? In west samba headhunting was an act of revenge between equals. East samba it is a symbol as the history and past.  West samba expresses desires for degree of autonomy. Both take a political aspect of it.
Renalto Solado: Grief and Rage
· Man cycle that headhunting plays the biggest role.  The person that they always headhunt is not their own. 

Subjects positioning means whoever dies makes a difference. If they are close vs not so close to you for example. 

MOVIE : DEATH A PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING 
FOR THE POST 
"If death meant just leaving the stage long enough to change costume and come back as a new character…Would you slow down? Or speed up?"
CHUCK PALAHNIUK
"Whatever it is you’re seeking won’t come in the form you’re expecting."

MAY 14TH 2012
Chinese Beliefs in Premodern China
· Failure to observe these rituals brings on the wrath of your ancestors
· Ancestral wrath would take three primary forms
· Family disharmony
· Economic ruin
· Sickness or illness- not just about the individual but there is something wrong with the community conditions that has allowed for illness
· Ancestral souls that no one cared about were hungry ghosts
· It could attack not just family but anyone in the community 
· A lot of peer pressure to take care of your ancestors or it could threaten other people
· Ex: royal ancestors were understood to be especially powerful: worship or adoration of the ancestors would be the special responsibility of whoever the emporer was. It could then aid or harm people a part of the empire. 
Nature of the Ancestors (Conceptions of the SOUL)
Yin and yang are different sides of  interplay. The idea that any relationship has interplay this has to do with finding balance within ourselves, relationships, wherever we happen to be with the physical and natural world. It is not good and evil. There is always a bit of yang in yin and a bit of yin in yangness.  You have to have both or there is imbalance so the goal is to always have both.
Yin and yang and soul theory
- yin soul (po) is more material 
-Yang soul (hun) more ethereal
- there may be multiple hun and po souls (3 hun and 7 po is ideal?) 
- a belief in multiple souls
Main focus is to comfort ancestors rather than to stir up anger or frustration
Massive amounts to detail of how the rituals should be performed but the actual nature is left undefined.  (afterlife for example is uknown)
Orthopraxy vs Orthodoxy
· Performance over belief
· All religions have a combo of what is right practice and right belief but they tend to emphasize one over the other.
· Emphasis on orthopraxy in Chinese tradition so strongcriteria to what made a person Chinese
· Can’t be sure that a person will act in a particular way just because they believe something
Key points of WATSON
Ritual is about transformation and change and funerary rituals change a person from being among the living to being apart of the dead. Rituals don’t always have to happen at the time of physical death. What changes exactly in any given culture is often up for grabs. The meaning of the ritual alters according to who’s doing the telling. Want to always know whos interpreting it and ritual can involve everybody. 
Idealogical domain is what provides the meaning for the funerary actions. This includes relationship constructions, gender constructions, marriages that take place after death. The relationship between the living and the dead can change as well so it is important to note how that relationship should be cared for. 
In Chinese tradition there is an emphasis on the right ways on how to perform the ritual not how to interpret it. No centralized hierarchy to dispense the truth.  On the other hand there was a recognition that a person’s response to death has to do with the relationship they have with the deceased.  Left to interpret it to be fit for your own relationship. 
Performative domain: Watson makes the point that its the standardized ritual funerals of a marker of who is Chinese and who are not. Ethical Chinese (the hun). Nine elements of these standardized ritual funerals
- family gives public notification of the death
- family wears all white : similar to dowas traditions (black equals life because it comes from darkness)
- ritual bath the corpse 
- make food offerings and transfers to the dead by burning it
-  ancestral tablet at the home alter ( in Chinese tradition the soul isn’t seen in a picture but a written name due to the emphasis of the lasting of writing) 
-pay money to ritual specialists so they spirit can be expelled properly 
- music accompanies the movement of the corpse
- sealed in an airtight coffin (MOST IMPORTANT FEATURE) – IDENTIFY THIS IN YOUR PROJECT FOR YOUR OWN FUNERAL 
-  PO soul is most dangerous because it is connected to the soul 
-expel coffin 
Funerary Rites
Buddhism has the custom of cremation 
Communist party took a real stance against superstitious behaviour- a ritual should be as limited and short as possible and not elaborate. 
Corpse and especially the bones have a particular emphasis or importance. Bones represented powers beyond the dead. 
Feng Shui is being popular again for burials. Grave site ritual has to do with the Po soul and the rest away from the grave site have to do with the Hun soul and more complex with customs. 
Customs that are important are based on how close you are to the deceased . the more personalized the offer is the better it is. About ongoing relationships with the deceased. 
Generic ancestral rituals: take place at new year or harvest festivals. Whether its at the time of the actual death or these festivals, the ones who do it the right way they are the ones labelled as Chinese. 
NEED VIDEO*****

May 16th 
4 NOBLE TRUTHS
· Based on confusions from people themselves, this is the cause of distress
· The stress in life can be relieved if you clear away all these confusions
· We have only have a very settle sense of things being constant through time and therefore we think that is secure
· Buddhism says this is wrong and mistaken, in reality everything is always changing 
· Existence=change (forever in flux)
What does this mean for a Buddhist to understand death?
· Death is a journey, transition
· The journey is a trip through one owns consciousness 
Journey Through the Bardo
· Chikhai bardo: the sensation of dying
· Sensation of pressure and you feel like earth sinking into water. Then a clammy coldness that emerges into heatwater sinking into firefire sinking into air
· The actual death process feels like these steps 
· When the fire is blown out it is said that the consousness is free and there is a clear light 
· Clear light of reality:  leads to the second Bardo
· Chonyid Bardo: when the body has unlimited motion. This is thought to last for 2 weeks
· Sidpa Bardo: place of judgement . Thought to be associated with shamanic initiation. This is where there is dismemberment (taking apart so it can come back together) and this is why it lasts for a long period of time depending on one’s karma
· BARDO literally means between two inbetween
· More so based on knowledge of those still living 
Tibet Buddhism
·  People Refuses to acknowledge the thing of death therefore disregard life properly (impermanent) 
· Not understanding death is a cause of confusion and ignorance
· This confusion prevents happiness and progress 
· Growth is achieved by confronting death head on and HOW to do this? The Buddhist answer in facilitating confrontation  deals with death meditations
· A point of meditation is to become mindful so mindfulness for death involves:
· Control for ones emotional state: give ultimate freedom
· Can change a persons desire for permanence and security: cause alot of suffering and problems
· Offers the meditator a little piece of whats called the liberating wisdom key to life with ultimate happiness 
· Death meditations is the highest type of mind training in Buddhismallows a person to overcome anything (fear dilusion problem) 
· Good life experience of this gives a good death experience
· When the member of consciousness lacks to feel his or her body it collects at the heart before it departs the body so there is a tradition of putting hands over the heart for a short period of time and this withdrawal of concisousness happens when they have distinct visions
Phowa – practice of ejecting the consciousness outside of the body
· The quicker it can get out the easier it is to go through different stages of bardo
· Those that are good at this meditation will have a tiny hole where the pieces of the skull come together. Having this hole means they were successful 
· The state of mind influences the moment of the departure of consciousness (the quicker it can leave the better) Any thoughts that occur during this time are thought to be extremely powerful. Every single thought counts at this point. 
· Spiritual master or lama will speak or whisper guiding instructions into the persons earread from a variety of different texts and will guide them through bardo. The standard text at this point is the liberation of barrdo? 
Four stages in life
· Birth
· Time between birth and death
· Death
· Death and the next birth(bardo) 
· Karma based on cause and effect and there is a moral action we all take
· The karma you do today impacts your future and everything in it (not located to just this lifetime) 
· Bardo lifestyle opportunity for change (starting point for transformation) and is a gap between familiar boundaries 
Bardo State
· Tibet book of the dead teaches how a person can reach realms by recognizing the visions as apposed to being brought back into a realm and reincarnation (some can be found in the gospel of mary magdaline) 
Two Benefits of Recitation
· Bardo literature is a guidance for experiencing grief for the dead person, for your own upcoming death and knowledge of impermancy of life and acceptance of death and how to live ones life the best way possible 
· MOVIE: TIBETION BOOK OF THE DEAD THE WAY OF LIFE 
May 23rd 2012
Shintoism
· Shin and kami means spirits or the way of the spirit
· More reference to the kami more than shin 
· Kami is the spirit of and in everything, nature has a spirit people have spirits and places have spirits
· Tori: gate that acknowledges the spirit of the location
· You see the kami at the ocean or other natural places 
· Ancestor Traditions = Sosen Suhai (not a good translation for ancestor worship, it actually means a very deep profound respectful feeling and can be an admiration for someone living or dead)
· Sosen= a family or individual or group
· The goal is to translate the deceased person into a kami (a spirit)
· Ancestors define family connections
Japanese Structure
· Succeeded houses by a son vs created houses lead by a non successor like a second son
· Ideas of grief connected to mythology mean that it has a connected to a meaning
· The idea of the individual in the west is a collection of temporary attachments this is the same as business power of corporations in the west. In the west we are defined by the purchases we make and so usually the satisfaction from it is temporary as well because there is a connection with that consumer purchase. EX: ads in the media highlight the purchase moment 
· In western funerals we tend to celebrate the temporary person on earth and the temporary connections . Nothing about transferring the soul to become an ancestor. 
· Family in the west is a pair bond with children, when this dissolves another pair is born and formed. Pair of children is the basic economic consumption unit. So it leads to the high goal to make life valuable. 
· Japanese religion: focus on community. They symbolically reinforce the kinship group connections
· Important meanings are to be understood rather than spoken in Japanese culture
Japanese Values
· If individual autonomy is good dependence is to be avoided as it is discouraged (in the west)
· In Japan it is dependence that is highly value as opposed to autonomy. Membership is a priority and it defines who is a person. 
· Ancestors remain members and the bond of membership does not end at death
· In  japan rituals help maintain the bond 
· Amae: feelings and valuing of dependence (emotion and feeling and value of dependence) 
· Motherhood in Japan and focus on fatherhood in the west
· GOOD MIDTERM QUESTION: do you agree with love in the west always contains power vs love in the east being all embracive 
· The problem with dualism is that they assume opposing opposites (ex living dead, heaven and earth)

Freedom
· In the west freedom comes from greek culture and means no forced obligation
· In the west death equals freedom from human pain and the freedom to be judged based on your actions. 
· In the west relationship is broken at death and no more responsibilities between them anymore
· Japan: because the living are always tied to the mother and family, the first time anyone experiences any individuality at all is during death. The ancestor is now free from obligations but the living family members are not
· Jijifreedom but not freedom from amae 
· Rebirth is the primary option and this happens 49 days after death if a person reaches nirvana this is after seven days. The rebirth in this tradition is not based on a persons soul but the energy of life itself. The spirit of the dead joins the ancestor spirit but it is more like “school spirit” . the ancestor spirit lives on the other side of the tori and they can come and go and no sense of dualism they are here and there.  The energy of life itself is connected to karma its like shooting an arrow you cant do anything once it lands. 
· Rebirth can only end in nirvana if there is no karma to pass on
· The easiest way to become a kami is to die in war (sacrificing yourself)
· 33rd or 50th anniversary of their death is when they can become a spirit 
Dynamic of Grief
· Final memorial service held at the 33rd or 50th ceremony of the persons death
· Pg 289 and 172 of the coursepack
· Shireini-hotokehotokesenzokami
· The first rituals after death take the full 49 days
· Like Tibet book it is good to inform the person that they are dead (you cant stay here anymore)
· Many activitied during the first 49 days and no one is ever left alone
· The condolence : now you are experiencing how the end of life is 
· The funerary rituatl begins with a  reality experience
Communication
· Japanese call cremation the burning 
· Sadness of self blame 
· When you can let go of regret the deceased can go towards the hotoke 
· The emphasis in japan is on the implicit communication
· Emphasis on skills of intuition and empathy so you can hear the meaning behind any words the person tends to be using 
· The family members that use intuition all their lives they still use it to speak to their ancestors 
· The dead are addressed with the same language and emotion as if they were still alive 
· O ban Ritual (pg 177) be sure to read it 
Sacred Storiesreally about how did we get into this mess and how do we get out. 
Is conflict a problem or an opportunity and if a decision has to be made who gets to make it.
The central Problem of life is not death but learning how to die
· Part of Mizuko is about how we learn how to die. MIzuko means water child and same term used for a miscarriage, or aborted fetus, or stillborn.
· Kuyo is the memorial service and in part its consellation for the parents and specifically for the mother 
· Our images of death begin to form at birth and we learn how to handle death by experience death equivelents any separation or loss 
· Throughout our life we practice experiencing death and how we handle these occasions deal with how we live our life (guilt anger anxiety injustice compassion...)
· The mizuko kuyo is an ecomonic basis of temple support: anyone who is benefited of it will not be interested in changing it 
· Second context: emotional needs of the mother and parents generally. This is not going to change
· High number of arbortions (used as birth control)
· Social identification : dealing with a broken ideology 
The reality 
· Each instance is really unique because it is so personal
· Large portion of income for obgyns come from abortions
· Strong taboo of sexual relations and communications 
· Most common occurance of abortions come from married women with children
· No help from society or medical profession
· Kuyo means to offer and nourish the spirit of the child and can be observed more than once after the abortion
· Kaimyo
· Ancient play called the sumidagawa – the people who observe this ritual identify with the play and say a grief not encountered is a grief that is denied 
Death and Death Equivalents 
· Characterized but a profound separation
· Really makes a person immobile for at least a period of time 
· Mourning vs melancholia  experience of grief and emptiness vs the self has become empty and cannot recover from 
· A lack of choises arise before the fact of abortion—powerlessness and a feeling that everyone is working against you 
· A mothers identity in a patriarchal society is known as a filiocentrism (ikigai means that which is worth living for-mothers worth inherently related to her child (no child no worth))
· Redressive ritual means to confront a conflict htat is frustrating and you have to move through it in order to get beyond it so there is a focus on potential and possibilities
Rituals of suffering
· Rituals are symbolic actions in order to make a change
· Many other societies understand the abstract and concrete together
· Rituals and symbols are both abstract and concrete 
· Heaven and hell are in the hearts of humanity  
· The six roads are right before your eyes – idea that if we can have all the roads available to us we can choose which path 
Jizo
· a kind of deity that is omni present and is on the everything and is the protector of children and mothers, suffers for others and the one who is
· jizo is both and –gets rid of dualistic ideas and is androgeounous , opposite of chaos but is critical of order, it is compassion, last Buddha and the coming Buddha and it is hope in crisis 
· three acids of modernity 
· non relations
· lack of community
· lack of connection 
· what causes these acids? Humanity acting against itself, so they think the economic situation is good but the final effects of this is going to be pretty tough
· muenbotoke is a person who lives but dies with no connections
· the whole point is about the necessity of looking at all the context and taking it all into account for why women are getting pregnant when they don’t want to be
· jizo figure often portrayed as a child
May 28, 2012
Introduction
· Ashanti confederacy 
· Akan Stool: regarded as actually becoming one with the spirit of the owner of the stool. A death of a leader will have the stool be blackened and be offered sacrafices to be honored for the person
· The type of stool one has is their rank. A chief stool is much more then were they sit but a symbol of power (same as the thrown or crown to Britain)
· Osei Tutu was the Ashanti who lead the confederacy 
· The golden stool had the soul of the confederacy and was not allowed to be sat upon 
· The support of the stool is carved into a form that represents an akan proverb
Linguist, Orator
· Ornate staff that has a head which is elaborately carved and is a symbol of the office
· Proverb point: do not get too arrogant or rebellious against your elders
· Ashanti and akan is known for special detail for funerary traditions with much effort
· A grand funeral is what uphold their honor, it is a matrilineal linage and a grand funeral raises ancestoral things.
· The deceased is usually richly dressed often with precious beads and gold jewelry 
· The chiefs necklace and the room is going to be decorated 
· Two or three or four or more of changes of dresses for the corpse over the night
· Two or three or four or more of changes in decor for the room –so the grieving family can exhibit their wealth and status for the deceased 
Bringing together
· Awerkyekyer (awer is heart kye kye means to bind) consolation to bind up a wounded heart

June 4th 2012-06-04
COAB- 80 per cent of the worlds soldiers are children
CARF- children of risk foundation
Definition of anxiety: expectation of danger accompanied by a state of....
Purpose of anxiety is to alert us of possible danger 
If our danger signal in our body keeps sounding this disrupts everything you cannot keep living in this state. It is just to make a decision to get yourself away from this threat.
What is the root? fear of death.

· Fear is associated with fear of something...fear of being in a place, fear of states of being, fear of activities. Example: some people do not like to be in cemetaries.  For others the state of being is predominate fearexample fear of flying. 
· Unlike anxiety, fear is associated with something more specific. A fear is generally less likely to disrupt a person emotionally? 
· Fears out of proportion to the actual danger are called phobias. Many fears or phobias can have nothing to do with death while some clearly do. 
Theories of Death Anxiety and Fear
· Freud thought phobia was the cover of deeper concerns and not possible for people to cure them because our own death is unimaginable. 
· Whatever it was that we did fear it couldn’t be death because we haven’t died yet
· People who are expressing death related fears are dealing with unresolved childhood conflicts that people couldn’t bring themselves to acknowledge
· Reduction of death (neurotic cover up) didn’t receive a strong challenge to this idea until some guys book about the denial of death (becker) 
· Becker says anxiety is so intense that this is what generates most if not all the specific fears that everyone experiences in everyday life (being alone or in someones space, easy to trace). He believed we find it more easy to handle to transfer the underlying thing about death into smaller fears that we can control better and manage and the focus on those fears keeps us from being overwhelmed by death. They consist of all little attempts to deny death and keep it under control.  If you suppress that , and someone experiences a death then it is a brutal reminder of our vulnerability.  WHERE SOCIETY COMES IN
· Society comes in to keep everything organized and neat
· Society Rituals: funeral homes, how they are organized, decoration, atmosphere, crying people in north American society cry quietly
· When nothing about society is supportive of death TOPIC OF BRAZIL

· Who owns ones body? Hobbius Corpusyou have the body, a persons unalienated right to the ownership of ones self. 
· Since the 18th century death is not an equalizer but a discriminator
· Countless and unworthy in life are seen even more countless in death, social worth comes from a proper burial
· colonial state people would have portraits framed, near images of saints, that compared to a proper funeral
· funeral becomes dominate representation of vulnerability
· a good death in brazil is about a good burial, a poor burial is the absolute peer humiliation and horror for a persons life
· people will plan all life long how to set up their funeral and burial, will sell anything for a coffin,  morality attached to it
· in earlier times when people died they were buried in their hammock? Left open so they have no sins to hide if they were virgins or babies. 
Alto do Cruzeiro
What is worse than death?
· Value of hearing the stories and witnessing what is going on
· Her first is terrorismdefinitionviolence that is normally contained, breaks into the public arena of what is considered to be less dangerous social classes. Violence is used against who is seen as respectable, and used by those who are shielded. 
· Language used to talk about the weapons is normalized language
· Control is moved from bodies to minds (violence) 
· Worse than death: how the deceased die
· Funeral traditions are based on cause of death in addition to the identity of the deceased
· Consider for funeral: choose a way to die, does the way you die change anything about your death or funeral choices?
What is worse than death itself?
· Death like the dogs, rabados-raibies 
· Death from hunger basically 
· Child death: have eight children and lose four of them (the women of brazil)  most losses occur at the age of five and results in delayed attachment to babies 
· Babies called temporary household visitorsneglect and failure 
· Madness of mingau – porridge type of food , artificial enfant feeding, the weekly purchase of powdered baby milk is the single most expensive purchase made by these families and takes away a fifth of their income. 
· Mothers milk is considered dirty while the porridge is clean 
· At this point for most families to survive the mothers have to worktransition from semi peasents to wage labours and food becomes a commoditity to be purchased rather than grown
· Mingau feeding becomes the choice for the babies, culture of breast feeding has been lost, breast milk is a metaphor for the scarcity of their own lives. If they feed the babies it would make them sick skinny and oldrelative to death. Completely accepted inability to breastfeed that reinforces eroded sense of self worth? 
· Death from thirst: several different droughts 
· One really raw nerve amoung the peopletheir worry about drought and thirst, quanity and quality of water. Water is a backdrop of their daily lives (comes up in their convos) 
· Water for them characterizes heaven or a good afterlife 
Carnival
· Means goodbye to the flesh, comes before fasting (lent) usually, Fat Tuesday 
· Liberates the body but also liberates everything else social roles, reversal of roles, gender roles
· In hasus? The rich leave town
· Men participate more than women , most of the women do not have the option of general reversal, only the women from the red district march in the parade, as they label them as gypsys because they are not tied down to a man
· The women who do participate their role is to undress and mens role is to crossdress 
· Men are called dames and htey add shy modest and coy 
Carnival in Bom Jesus
· Jesus death is sent to end all death
· Dissolves order and rationality into chaos and nonsense
· The cry of Viva la morte – long live death – in funeral project she would be impressed
· A type of reconstruction 
· Everyday world with metaphor of struggle, pain, sickness, threat of food security, threat of water availability, new life vulnerable to death, all of this is what marks the passage in someones life that leads to their death
· Carnival has this eruption into this usual daily kind of lifeidealogiy aims for hope and expectation for a new world of freedom and pleasure 
· You play and jump at carnival 
· Considered to be dirty because it mixes things up and doesn’t keep things separate and pure
· Full of surprises 
· Because this is the only time social orders can be crossed, then really what it does is make those social roles even more defined the next day and the day before 
· They do not visit the death at the cemetery even on all souls daydeep fear of cemetaries and being buried
· Fear of being buried alive and eaten by bugs 
· Cant bury a person on the same day they die 
· Adult buried only a year then exumed so someone else can use it and for a child it is six months
Six Feet Under 
· Poor don’t even own their own bodies 
· 
