
THE ABSURD
In ordinary life, a situation is absurd when it includes a conspicuous discrepancy between pretensions or aspirations and reality
The philosophical sense of absurdity arises from the perception of something universal; it is “the collision between the seriousness with which we take our lives and the perpetual possibility of regarding everything about which we are serious as arbitrary, or open to doubt”.

10. -    Nothing we do now will matter in a distant future.
      -    OBJECTION: If nothing I do now will matter in a million years, then it is equally true that nothing I do in a million years matters now. Therefore, “it does not matter now that now in a million years nothing we do now will matter”. An appeal to the distant future doesn’t make any difference.


· We are infinitely small compared with the universe and we exist in a small fraction of time (out life is infinitely short compared to that of the universe) therefore our lives are meaningless.
· OBJECTION: If a short life is absurd, then an infinite one would equally so. Our size and the duration of our existence makes no difference here.


· Everything ends in death. “it is all an elaborate journey leading nowhere”
· OBJECTION: It is a mistake to deny that most things we do in life actually find their justification precisely in the present. I eat because because I’m hungry. No larger context and no further justification is needed to render my action reasonable



11.  How should we deal with the problem of absurdity, according to Nagel?
	We should approach our absurd lives with irony instead of heroism or despair. It is simply ironic that we take our lives so seriously when nothing is serious at all. It does not matter that nothing matters from the objective view, so we should simply chuckle at the absurdity of our lives.



TOLSTOY

Tolstoy’s conclusion is that whether or not the evil genius is having fun out of his suffering makes no difference because, ultimately, it changes nothing about the fact that all will come to nothing; all his belief, and deeds, his whole life will come to nothing. The main problem for Tolstoy is not simply that we live and then we die, but that death destroys everything. In death all of our accomplishment, our loves and victories, everything we have learned in life and struggled for, simply perish, it is all forgotten and it will all come to nothing. ‘A person could live only so long as he was drunk; but the moment he sobered up, he could not help seeing that all was only a deception’. 
You are what you call your life; you are temporal, accidental conglomeration of particles, The interrelation, the change of these particles produces in you that which you call life. That will last for some time; then the interaction of these particles will cease, and that which you call life and all your questions will come to an end. You are an accidentally cohering globule of something. That globule is fermenting. This fermentation the globule calls life. The globule fall to pieces and all fermentation and all questions will come to an end.

On the other hand, speculative knowledge answers the question by saying: “The world is something infinite and incomprehensible. Human life is an incomprehensible part of this incomprehensible all...”  Clearly this is not an acceptable answer either and Tolstoy admits that he ‘lived in this madness’ for a while, until he finally found his answer. On pp. 12 he says;
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