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PHI 1101: REASONING AND CRITICAL THINKING
I. Please circle the letter that corresponds to the best answer. Each is worth 1 mark.

10 multiple choice questions = 10 marks

II. For each of the following on the line provided write what is implicit -- premise or conclusion -- and then write what the implicit premise or implicit conclusion is. Each is worth two marks.

1. Tony is Canadian, so he probably likes hockey.
Implicit _______________

2. Moore’s dog is a bloodhound, and most bloodhounds have a keen sense of smell.
Implicit _______________

3. October the 3rd is the date for the first test, and today is the 28th of September.

Implicit ______________
4. It is morally wrong to treat human beings as mere objects. So it is wrong to genetically engineer human beings.

Implicit ______________
III. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. There are no enthymemes in any of these arguments. Each is worth five marks.
1. Most atheists are liberals, and George is an atheist. Thus, George is probably a liberal. Therefore, George is probably in favour of increased social benefits because most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits. 
2. If one takes the example of the highly popular performance troop known as Cirque du Soleil, then one certainly has to admit that acrobats are a fan favourite. Cirque du Soleil has grossed millions of dollars on the backs (and/or hands and feet) of its acrobats. As popular as acrobatic shows such as Cirque du Soleil may be, many argue that acrobats are not athletes. However, such a view is mistaken for two related reasons. First, acrobats must work long hard hours to develop the strength, stamina and flexibility their work requires. If a person must work long hard hours to develop the skills necessary for their profession, then she or he is an athlete. Therefore, acrobats are athletes. 
3. Because the free exchange of ideas (even unpopular ones) is essential to the process of democracy, and universities have an obligation to respect the democratic process; therefore, universities have an obligation to protect the free exchange of ideas on campus no matter how offended some people are by their expression. And because to silence one person threatens the democratic process of the free exchange of ideas, the controversial political pundit Ann Coulter should have been allowed to speak at the university.

4. Elena should dump that creep Oscar since he sneaks around with other women behind her back. Also, it’s very likely that he’ll drain her financial resources because he spends all her money at the racetrack. 

IV. For each of the following: Identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in class is used. Next, state whether the argument is successful or unsuccessful. Finally, provide a brief explanation for why the argument is either successful or unsuccessful. Each is worth 2 marks.
1. Residents of the Sandy Hill area have been complaining that University of Ottawa students are making way too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the area, especially on weekends. 

In order to determine if residents of the Sandy Hill area are warranted with their complaints, a polling company randomly contacted 5000 University of Ottawa students who live in the Sandy Hill area and asked them this question: Do you think University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends? Yes or no? The results of the poll showed that 85% of those who took part in it do not think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

From this result the pollsters concluded that 85% of the residents of the Sandy Hill area do not think that University of Ottawa students are making too much noise and causing too many disturbances in the Sandy Hill area, especially on the weekends.

2. In all likelihood, the defendant is guilty of murder. After all, the murder weapon was a pistol that was bought and registered to the defendant. And when the pistol was found, the only fingerprints on the pistol belonged to the defendant. Also, two reliable witnesses heard pistol shots, and then identified the defendant as the person running away from the murder scene. Finally, several people testified that on the morning of the day when the murder occurred, the defendant and the murder victim had a bitter argument, and the defendant had threatened to kill the victim.  

3. The university paper recently reported the results of an online questionnaire asking many students living in the dorms about their sex lives. It turns out that we can conclude that young people today are shockingly promiscuous.
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