Lecture 1 & 2: 

Cultural Diversity in Mediterranean
1- Culture and identity:
Cultural identity as a construct:

Identitas (latin = the same): Nature is the same and it evolves at the same time

Being and becoming

Meaning and experience

Social constructionism: how members of a group go about constructing a world of common experience   (David L. Preston)
Internalized attitudes and behaviors
The Big Other:  (Lacan and Zizek):

“ The [Big Other] is the symbolic order, society’s unwritten constitution, is the second nature of every speaking being : it is here, directing and controlling my  acts ; it is the sea I swim in, yet it remains ultimately impenetrable – I can never put it in front of me and grasp it. It is as if we, subjects of language, talk and interact like puppets, our speech and gestures dictated by some nameless all-pervasive agency.” (Zizek)

The concept of “habitus” (Bourdieu, The social construction of reality):

“Habitus is a cultural unconscious that organizes perception and thus determines – we should say overdetermines – the actions that constitute fields” (Richard Widick)

Language, body,

Social reproduction as mechanisms by which a social order perpetuates itself

Social constructivism:

“Universal human nature is not a very human thing. By acquiring it, the person becomes a kind of construct, built up not from inner psychic propensities but from moral rules that are impressed upon him from without. These rules, when followed determine the evaluation he will make of himself and of his fellow participants in the encounter, the distribution of his feelings, and of his fellow practices he will employ to maintain a specified and obligatory kind of ritual equilibrium.” (Goffman)

Ritual: repetition of a practice, with a symbolic meaning

Culture and dynamic identities:

_ Are we all the same? 

Sharing/identity and difference

Artistic creation: celebrating “the genes of the soul” (Amin Maalouf)

Humour

We share some common characteristics but not all of them

Cultural identity as the sum of all our belongings

The sum is original

Belonging and behaviour: e. i. a Sudani couple: one from the South (Christian or animist) and the other from Kartum (Muslim): their sense of faith and national belong is different from other couples.

Belonging is plural

The sense of belonging depends on the context: In general when there is a conflict, religious sense of belonging is stronger. 

Historical factor: Ottoman Empire, Arabs from Syria, Lebanon, Palestine called “Turcos”

Space: immigrants: Canada Muslims or Arab-Muslims. France: more categories.

Negotiating identities and belonging:

Transculture:

Transcend cultural limits: the Self as Other:

“Culture is an ongoing, ambivalent, and often contradictory process, critically involving interweaving of familial, popular, consumer, national, ancestral, transnational, and diasporic elements.” (Hoerder, Hébert and Schmidtt)

“Flexibility” and “agency”

Culture and “crea-culture” (Bouraoui): Is culture given? Is it an apriori?
We recreate culture according to our personal interests, interactions, believes, and sensitivities.

Example: food, dance, etc.

Negotiating cultural belonging 
3- The Mediterranean and cultural diversity? 
What is the Mediterranean (see Yves Lacoste)? 

Three Mediterraneans:

A- The American: (25 states, six micro-states)

B- The Asian (10 states)

C- The tri-continental (more than 20 states)

Common points:

Diversity 

Hegemony

Tensions

Relations: deep complexity
Examples of diversity 

- Multiculturalism and the Mediterranean 

- “Monoculturalism” as a pure ideological construct aimed to serve a certain idea of power? 

- Mediterranean: interactions, hybridity, métissage, and identity negotiation. 

-  Mediterranean is still a relatively small area; from west to east the distance is around 4200km

- Midland sea (Mediterranea or internal sea, a name given by the Romans around the V century) as a mean of communication. 

Actual definition of the Mediterranean as opposed to the Atlantic came into being during the times of discoveries (in the XVI century) because of its importance in connecting lands and peoples (Lacoste).

_ Its history is about the raise and fall of empires and kingdoms. 

- These kingdoms and empires experienced some of the first cross-cultural forms of life. The geopolitical cyclic changes that affected this area were always followed by population movement, ethno-cultural mixes, the birth of new societal forms and practices, new means of production, and new forms of spirituality. The founding of a new centre of power affects the whole human geography at different levels. Consequently, the Mediterranean is a cultural laboratory where it is absurd to talk about “purity” or “homogeneity”. 

- The history of the Mediterranean presents a phenomenon of cultural sedimentation. Each empire is born from the ashes of another. The Greeks adopted Egyptian culture; the Romans did the same with the Greeks; the Moors with both; the Ottomans integrated parts of the Hungro-Austrian Empire, Middle East, and Afro-Mediterranean coast. 

Which conclusions: 
a- Cultural sedimentation 
b- Dynamic of borders 
c- Dynamic identities 
d- There is no such thing as mono-cultural societies 
4- Cultural diversity in the Mediterranean and the Nation-State model 
The spirit of the Enlightenment 
Critique of the Enlightenment 
6- Assimilation/integration: the colonial model (centralized ideology)
7- Relations North/South (North Rim/South Rim)
Lecture 3: Mediterranean’s Geography

Geographers: study how people and space interact
Human Geographer: looks for patterns in people’s cultures etc

Physical Geographer: looks for physical, land patterns etc

Dry, coarse vegetation:

–Roaming sheep and goats instead of cattle on fenced pastures




Region: is an area that is characterized by a particular pattern

Geography of the Mediterranean:
Climate

•hot, sunny, dry summers

•mild, wet winters 

•i.e., rainfall occurs outside of growing season
Geology

•Porous rocks: quick drainage of rainfall

•Old, leached (not glaciated) soils: lack of nutrients
Relief

•Steep hillsides: agriculture restricted to valley bottoms

Location on the globe:

–at 30 to 35 degrees latitude

Food of the Mediterranean:
Staples:
–Bread (wheat as main cereal crop)

–Oil (olives)

–Wine (grapes, cork)

–Seafood (coastal fishing)

–Citrus fruit (irrigated) (next slide)

Religion:

West: Roman Catholicism (Western Roman Empire)

East: Orthodox Christianity Constantinople (Byzantine Empire) 

Balkans (South East): Islam (Ottoman Turks, Istanbul)

The Sea:

area rich of resources

provided opportunity 

unified the region

Latin: mediterraneus means ‘inland’

· Medius = middle  
· terra = land, or earth

About a quarter of the size of Canada
Cultures:

Egypt, Mesopotamia, Crete (Minoans), Greece, Phoenicia, Persia, Macedonia, (Alexander the Great), Carthage, Rome, Byzantine Empire, Moors, Ottoman Turks, Venice (14th c.)
Colonial Powers

•Portuguese (15th c.)

•Spanish (16th and 17th c.)

•Italians:

–Christopher Columbus

–Amerigo Vespucci

–(John Cabot for England)

Became less centre point for western world, because…

Industrilization!
Northwestern European powers took over:

– Dutch, British, French, British

•Why?

–Overextension of the Spanish empire

–18th–c. changes in maritime technology allowed the all-important ‘trade’ to bypass the Med

–19th–c. Industrialization based on coal and iron ore deposits in the Northwest (England, Belgium, Germany)

Result:

–Med did not industrialize to the same degree

–Lack of agricultural innovation led to limited food production, which in turn limited population growth (emigration)

–Political instability and lack of unified state structure led to vulnerability to dictatorships
Mediterranean Today:
· Tourism

· Cheap production of fruits and food due to irrigation

· More democratic, less dictatorial

· Part of EU
Managing cultural diversity in Moorish Iberian Peninsula and the Ottoman Empire
Moors
· The Maghreb
Maghreb: “West” Arabic word for “sunset” 

Mashriq: “East” Arabic word for “sunrise”
· Three Afro-Mediterranean countries: Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia
· Bridge between Middle East, Africa and Europe

Cultural heritage:

 1. Amazigh (Berbers) – Native people of north Africa – means free people
Invasions: Phoenician, Romans, Byzantines, Vandals, Arabs, Ottomans, Greeks, Portuguese, Spanish, and French 
· “Métis” (Arab-Berber-European half and half) 

· Nomadism: Continually moving (part of them)
· Maghreb as ambiguous reference whose interpretation changes over time 

· Three definitions:

A- Maghreb (or Al-Maghreb): Morocco. 

B- Arab perspective (Arab League): Libya, Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Mauritania 

C- Colonial perspective: Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco 
· Common points Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia:

· A- French colonies

· B- Connected to France by the Mediterranean sea
The Moors in Iberian Peninsula
· 711(Tarik Ibn Ziad) - 1492  - Spain
· Occupation of large territories in what is known as France:

· 720 (Sahm) cross the Pyrenees. 

·  Narbonne

· Defeated close to Toulouse.

· 725: Carcassonne, Narbonne and Nîme. 

· Took Lyon, Langres.

· 730: Bordeaux and Arles.

· Poitier (331 kms from Paris)
Managing cultural diversity
· Population with multiple roots (Jewish, Goth, Visigoth, Iberic, Celtic, Celtiberic, Vandals)

· Newcomers from Mediterranean islands, Middle-East, Far Orient, Anatolia, and Sub-Sahara. 

· Al-Andalus (from 
- Vandalucia or land of the Vandals
- mestizaje (“métissage”) land of tolerance. 
Atta’yosh or Convivencia
· atta’ayosh (Arabic term for cohabitation). 
· convivencia in Spanish​– refers to a social contract aimed at granting religious tolerance and cultural freedom. 
Reasons behind tolerance – Muslim Leadership
· Arab-Muslim califate (also called Arab-Muslim Empire) : seeking alliances among the natives of conquered lands 

· Islamic principle of respect and protection (called dimmah) of Ahlo al-kitab or peoples of the Book (Jews and Christians)

· High intellectual level of the sovereigns themselves. 
Catholic leadership – Convert or be killed 

Zyriab
· Zyriab and king Abderrahman II:

· Kurd form Syria, 

· Revlution:

· Music: introduction of fifth string to the Lute 

· inventor of Cante jondo. 

· Cante jondo
· new fashion from the hair cut to the dress.

· perfumes for armpits. 

· three course menu (with appetizers, main course and desert). 

· Changed the diet: new vegetables and fruits such as (asparagus), rice, spinach, eggplant, orange, amends, etc.
The Jews in Iberian Peninsula
· Sephardic  Jews 1st c. B.C.

· Segregation (e.g. the Romana Visigothorum of 506 : public office, inter-ethnic marriage, religious freedom, ownership of Christian slaves.
Did they help the Moors to occupy Iberian Peninsula?
· “the Moor’s rule must have felt like a ‘gift of God’ to them [the Jews].” He continued: “Shcholar agree only on the fact that the Iberian Peninsula was the sole place in Europe where ‘the three major religions, the Jewish, Islamic and Christian’ had a continuous encounter over several centuries” (Norbert Rehrmann).
· High responsibilities in the state. 

· Some figures: Chasdai Ibn Schaprut (medicine), superintendent of customs and foreign trade and chief negotiator for foreign delegations and awarded the title of prince by Abderrahman III

· Samuel Ha-Najid (poet and statesman), Salomon Gabirol.

· Maimonides
Literatura de la Frontera 

· Resistance against the Moors: 722 (Covadonga)-1492 

·  Floating border: Christians/ Muslims, Christians and Jews 

· El Abencerraje y la hermosa Jarifa

4 - Managing cultural diversity in the Ottoman Empire
· The Millet  system:

· Included Maghreb (except Morocco)

· Safeguard the interethnic and multi-confessional nature of their empire: Millet

·  Christians, Jews, Buddist
· 1453(Sultan Orhan): “institutionalize difference” (Gagnon J. R.). 

· Dov : “Members of the millet had the right to use their own language, to have their own religious, cultural and educational institutions (21). The merit of such a system consisted in a) protecting diversity from state interference (Dumper 35), b) giving an official character to ecumenism and multiculturalism (Fokas 39), and c) enforcing a sense of belonging that transcend  ethno-religious references (Duijzings 28).  [image: image1.png]



Romance Languages


Catholic


Part of the Roman Empire


Grapes grown


Dry summers


Houses made of stone


‘Med’ culture (Food!)





Germanic Languages


Protestant


Not part of the Roman Empire


No grapes grown


Year-round rainfall


Houses made of wood


‘Nordic’ culture





Mediterranean          vs.        Northern Europe








