Ban on Religious Garments in France
Recently, I stumbled upon an unforeseen and outrageous article that was surfing the Internet. The story was found in Huffington Post titled as “Is France Right to Ban the Burkini?” written by Joseph V. Micallef and dated September 12, 2016 (http://huff.to/2co15Ac). The article was regarding, the recent burkini ban in France, because of Islamic extremism as well as protecting their country’s own secular values, which is what sparked criticism online. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Late in July, David Lisnard decided to ban the burkini on public beaches, referring to them as “The uniform of extremist Islamism.” (Micallef 2016). Following the ban, 30 other French cities decided to follow the footsteps of David Lisnard’s decision. Despite the fact, the French Council of State overturned the ban and stated that the mayors do not have the right to ban burkini’s; many of the mayors involved, still vowed to ignore the court ruling. The burkini ban was a follow up, to an already existing French ban on the burqa, which covers the full body as well. Prime Minister Manuel Valls believed that banning the burkini was justified, providing the reasoning that France’s national symbol; the statue of Liberty at the Marianne Monument in Paris has her breasts exposed (Micallef 2016). Another French President claims to say that if elected he would also ban the burkini. This ban received international criticism. A New York Times article described this act as paternalistic, bigoted and hypocritical (Micallef 2016). Many protested with parties as “wear what you want beach party”. The designer of the burkini proclaims that approximately 40 percent of her customers are not even of the Muslim religion. The outfit is popular in places like Israel and other Asian countries as well. Courts have previously tried to justify themselves by holding the public security trumps that they require proper identification in some instances. That is why you are asked to remove anything covering the face when you are crossing borders, however that should be accurate regardless of whether one is wearing a burqa or a Halloween mask. 
The Christian Science Monitor posted a similar story on October 1, 2016, by Christina Beck. She spoke about the new law passed in Bulgaria, regarding face coverings. Similarly to the France Burkini Ban, the Bulgarian Parliament settled to ban any facial coverings such as veils, and burqa’s. This new ban will affect 12 percent of Bulgaria’s population who are Muslim. They say that this law is not targeting to a certain group instead just for public safety measures.
Such recent events are an example, that if taken Dooyeweerd’s suggestions into account, such problems would not be arising today. He suggests “when we study religion we need to recognize that it plays a vital role in the integration of individuals personality, even though we cannot fully grasp the essence of religion at a personal level.”(Hexham 2011, 24). The burkini ban should not be classified as an act of Islamic Extremism, or oppression of women because; no one other than the Muslim women can personally understand the reasoning behind their decision to cover themselves in public.  People of other religions cannot act up or try to stand against the beliefs of another religion because “to attempt to grasp an individual’s ontological commitments, he claims, is futile” (Hexham 2011, 24) therefore it is better to leave them to decide for themselves. Dooyeweerd also argues “individuals are often born and raised in a faith community and die in it, the commitments expressed in the community are capable of molding both individual members and the community as a whole.” In the eyes of many, wearing a burqa/burkini or even a headscarf is considered to be oppressing the women and forcing them to go against their own will. Little are they aware, this is the environment these women grew up in, and they have been shaped in a certain way to be more comfortable going out in public while covering themselves. Therefore, it is also their right to remain that way if they choose to do so.  Similar to how people of the west feel uncomfortable with excessive clothing, Muslim women hold a similar perspective except they feel exploited when the clothing they want to wear by choice, is officially banned. Instead of forcing laws upon people of different religions to change themselves, we need to understand that “the innate impulse of human selfhood to direct itself toward the true or toward a pretended absolute Origin of all temporal diversity of meaning, which it finds focused centrically in itself.” (Hexham 2011, 24).  It is ones own personal choice to dress or present them selves in a certain way, because it shapes who they are as a person and expresses their individual identity.
In my opinion this prejudice act of banning the burkini, is extremely biased, and unjustified for. Individuals of other religions are free to wear whatever they like, while if a Muslim woman chooses to cover herself up, it is considered as Islamic extremism. The definition of extremism is being on either end of the spectrum with no moderate choice; therefore France’s national symbol where Marianne is exposing her breast, should also be considered to be on the other side of the extreme spectrum, because not everyone is comfortable with seeing such obscene structures out in public. The same way many non-Muslims exclaim to say that such body coverings make them feel uncomfortable and precarious. As far as face coverings go for safety measures, in that case the removal of veils is only justified when masks, face painting, and other items that cover the face in public are also banned on a daily basis. People should be accepted for who they are, rather than changing the individuals personality according to the countries own desire, in which they reside. 
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