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Different conceptions of the body 
Subject and object
 The body and society
The social construction of disability – video: shameless – the ART of disability
The sociology of aging
· The main theme was to talk about how the body is an area of a lot of research, how in many ways it is socially constructed 
Today
Paradox of technology
It has great influences on social movements. Technology has changed politics & the way it is done. It’s more difficult for politics to go to different places and say different things.  It’s easier to own & post on a blog than to have your own television show. Organizations have changed on the basis of technology. The reason were pairing it with the environment is because its own of those areas (along with the body) that has received a large amount of attention that is linked with technology, moderation, globalization. The idea is to find out as much as we can. Who is it affecting? How it’s affecting us? It’s looking at how people understand and how they make meaning out of it.
An example is the destruction of the ecological and climatic equilibrium of the planet
The natural resources of the earth are depleted in the pursuit of profit, but there is nothing inherent in such pursuit that operates as a check upon such behavior 
Costs of technological progress
There is no doubt that modern times have given rise to spectacular achievements. Denying those is not the issue
The issue is that we are now facing not only the benefits, but also the costs of technological progress.
These are not restricted to small enclaves of order, as they affect our entire futures.
Technology
· Overall, north Americans value science and technology highly 
· But also is awareness that technological advance not always beneficial and not even always benign
· Term “normal accident” introduced by Perrow in 1980s and refers to accidents that occur inevitably – though unpredictably – because of very complexity of modern technologies
Technology and “risk society”   a postmodern society defined by way in which risk is distributed as a side effect of technology 
· Technology distributes danger among all categories of population, with some categories more exposed to technological dangers than others.
· Danger not just from technology but from mounting environmental threats as well 
Risk society 
Risks are outcomes and side-effects are difficult/impossible to calculate and define
· The dark side of the paradox of technology
· When people say we live in the risk of society we try to control as many different aspects of the world around us, we try to push back incredible health and combat cancer, aids, different conditions and at the same time, we can’t control everything. 
Genetically modified (GM) food as an example  the debate revolves around uncertainty in terms of not knowing the price that will be paid in the future for current decisions
Globalization and risk 
Globalization is taken to be a process which no one controls
This is often invoked as a reason for inaction in the face of what are seen as overwhelming and abstract forces
Government policies can and do mediate, dilute and ameliorate these effects
Risks are the kinds of dangers we do not see or hear coming and of which we may not be fully aware
We do not experience directly – see, hear, touch, and smell – 
· The rising carbon dioxide in the air we breathe 
·  The slow yet relentless warming up of the planet 
· Those chemical substances used to fatten up the meat we eat 
Technology 
Technology – techne/opoly
The study (opoly) of:
· Art
· Skill 
· Craft (techne)
Everything from tools to know-how
Fire, wheel, printing press, telephone, satellite
Technopoly
Technopoly: form of social organization in which technology compels people to try to solve all problems by using technical rather than moral criteria, even though technology is often source of the problems  
· Postman (1992) refers to united states as a Technopoly and argues united states is first country in which technology has taken control of culture
Economic incentives and research 
· Many researchers now influenced by the following:
· Large research grants
· Well-paying jobs
· Access to expensive state-of-the-art equipment
· Possibility of winning patents and achieving commercial success
· A lot of misgivings of researchers that spring from consideration of optimum benefits for humanity or possibility
Environmental degradation: global warming
· Side effect of technology most troublesome for many is environmental degradation 
· Our increased dependence on fossil fuel burning since industrial revolution has contributed to global warming, i.e., gradual worldwide increase in average surface temperature
· There is concern global warming is responsible for serious climatic change that is fueling upswing in (i) extreme meteorological events; (ii) partial melting of polar ice caps; and (iii) rising sea levels
Environmental degradation: industrial pollution
· Industrial pollution is emission of various impurities into the air, water, and soil through industrial processes
· Effect us directly & indirectly
· Directly, by seeping into our drinking water and air we breathe and causing a variety of ailments ranging from asthma to cancer (particularly among the young and seniors)
· Indirectly, by coal-burning plants, pulp-and-paper mills, and motor-vehicle exhaust emitting sulphur dioxide and other gases that then form acid rain 
· Pollutants also indirectly affect us through CFCs, which once were widelt used in industry and by consumers (e.g., in refrigeration equipment)
· Another pollutant that affects us indirectly is radioactive waste, which results from burning nuclear power
· Waste is radioactive for estimated 10 000 years and must be placed in sturdy, watertight copper canisters and buried deep in granite bedrock where chance of seismic disturbance and water seepage is small
· But is public resistance to having nuclear waste facility nearby  
Environmental degradation: the decline in biodiversity
· In recent decades, has been decline in biodiversity, i.e., enormous variety of plant and animal species inhabiting the earth
· The environment has become so inhospitable to so many species that rate of extinction has accelerated to at least 100 times beyond natural or background rate
Recombinant DNA
· Genetic information of all living things is coded in chemical called DNA
· Molecular biologists have developed technique called recombinant DNA 
Benefits of recombinant DNA
· recombinant DNA offers health and economic benefits to humankind: 
1) Allows farmers to grow disease – and frost- resistant crops with higher yields
2) Can use ore-eating microbes to do dangerous and costly processes in mining
3) Fosters production of cheap biodegradable plastic 

Genetic pollution
· But recombinant DNA results in genetic pollution, which refers to health and ecological dangers that may result from artificially splicing genes together – examples: 
i) Has multiplied potential for ecological disaster because testing regularly takes place 
Social construction of environmental problems
Social construction: emphasizes that social problems do not emerge spontaneously
· Instead, they are contested phenomena whose prominence depends on ability of supporters and detractors to make the public aware of them 
· Environmental problems are both created and contested…
Environmental problems:
· Are created or socially constructed by proponents, such as policy-oriented scientists, the environmental movement, mass media, and respected organizations
· Are contested and even socially demolished by opponents, such as industrialists, politicians, scientists

The social distribution of environmental risk 
· When disaster strikes, economically and politically disadvantaged people suffer most because their circumstances render them most vulnerable
· Are situations where the advantaged place the disadvantaged in vulnerable situations in order to avoid own risk 
As certain countries have more environmental policy in place, we have been either ethical or not ethical; private industries seek out other places
· Results in environmental racism  tendency to heap environmental dangers on the disadvantaged and especially on members of disadvantaged racial minority groups
The less-developed countries
· Underprivileged face more environmental dangers than the privileged
· Several developing countries industrializing rapidly but cannot afford pollution control, so little anti-pollution regulations
· Lack of regulations is draw for multinational corporations to situate some of their operations in developing countries
Rich countries
· Overall, rich countries:
· Cause disproportionately large share of world’s environmental problems
· Enjoy disproportionate share of benefits of technology 
· Live with fewer environmental problems than poorer countries
Affect us all … but not equally
· E-waste exported from rich countries toward poor countries
· Clip of student from university of Berkeley, California about the construction of his website on this particular issue:
Inequality and biotechnology
Social inequalities also apparent in field of biotechnology: 
· Large multinational corporation that dominate pharmaceutical, seed, and agrochemical industries routinely seek out in developing countries genetic material with commercial value in agriculture and medicine
· Also concern about social consequences of genetically engineered babies, designed to be free of inherited diseases and physical abnormalities
· This form of technology deemed possible on wide scale in next 10 or 20 years and likely will be accessible only to wealthier people 
· Consequence: will leave economically disadvantaged bearing substantial risk of genetic inferiority
In-class activity
Define in your own words, what is the paradox of technology. Try to pull some from lecture, textbook & give an example. But, he wants you to give in your own words what the paradox of technology is. 
What is to be done? : The market and high-tech solutions
· Some believe environmental crisis will resolve itself through the market and high-technology
· Human inventiveness and profit motive will combine to create new technologies needed to survive…
Problems: the market and high-tech solutions
· Are three factors that suggest market forces cannot solve environmental problems on their own: 
1. Imperfect price signals  price of commodities does not reflect their actual cost to society, so market often delays sending signals that give rise to recognition of need for speedy adoption of technological and policy fixes
2. Slow pace of change  reflected in insufficient efforts to date to deal effectively with environmental consequences of rapid technological change 
3. Importance of political pressure  need activists and nongovernmental organizations to exert political pressure
Social movement discussion 
You are using research proposal to paint an overall picture of many different aspects of your issue/social movement
1. Social movement (issue)
2. Within which of the five sociological topics? 
3. Focusing on which NGO – what does it do?
Lit review  about the issue/social movement
NGO  content analysis of the NGO’s website
Law, policy, and stats  relevant to the issue/social movement
TAs looked at what you gave them; focus was on making sure you have a topic that will allow you to do well on this assignment
You need to schedule a meeting with your TA over the course of the next two weeks – you go in and meet them face-to-face, ask them questions you may have and get 2nd stage 
Group project: a staged assignment 
1. Stage 1 is turning in a mini-proposal, if that has not happened  already, it should happen by next week
2. Stage 2 is meeting with your TA in person, this is also a required stage
3. Stage 3 is completely optional. Early feedback on a draft will be available, must have a full 20 page draft by March 16th 
4. If you do not have a full draft, you will have an opportunity to get feedback and ask questions the last two weeks of class 
