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Daimon- spirits, demons, this is in reference to the Graiai, the sisters of the Gorgons who share 1 eye and 1 tooth between them, also called “Aged Women” -The Graiai tell perseus of the location of the tools that he will need to use to defeat the Gorgon. The location is  that of the tools is Apollodorus says Nymphs, other sources say Hesperides nymphs (golden apple nymphs from heracles)
Kibisis- endless pouch (Who used it : Perseus), Perseus traded the Graiai back their tooth and eye for this & a cap of Invisibility. It is used to hold the head of Medusa.
Hubris-Thinking you can do better than the gods, outrage against the gods. (Examples : Cassiopeia’s hubris [the god she against: the Nereids] -> Andromeda sacrificed to Sea monster.)
Aegis- Carried by Zeus and Athena, commonly interpreted as a shield, it can also be attached to a bit of clothing imagined as a gorgon's head. Perseus gifts athena with the gorgon's head and Athena then puts the head into the Aegis when perseus returns it to her.
Didactic- poem with a moral, ie. vergil
Bougonia- The birth of bees from beating a cow to death, leaving the corpse the sit in the sun. First to perform this was Aristaeus to redeem himself for death for Eurydice
Katabasis- A mortal traveling to the underworld (In the case of Theseus, Herakles and Orpheus)
Maenads- Women who are in bacchic frenzy, basically the priests of Dionysus or Bacchus
Bacchic-related to Bacchus (roman name for Dionysus, the god of wine and otherness)
Athloi- Heroic labors.
Deus ex machina-( Latin: “god from the machine”) appearance of a god to unravel and resolve the plot, ie Medea escaping in the chariot. 
Autochthony : this means people who have come from the earth, these people are in reference to Attica, and the descendants of Erechtheus.The Atheneans = Attica
Dodecatheoi : 12 god's, judging a contest, this is in reference to the contest for Divine Patronage for Athens, Between Athena & Poseidon of who could bestow the greatest gift. P horse or sometimes it’s said to be a river w/ salt water, A an Olive tree

Catasterism : a process where an object or person is transformed into a series of stars in the sky great honor for mortal. Ariadne, of crown corona. Orpheus’s lyre
Zeus Phratrios: Aspect of Zeus that protects Citizenship 
Athena Phratria: Aspect of Athena that protects Citizenship 
Prohedria : This is a seat of honour, front row seats this was given to Atheneans b/c he was respected and got atheneans into the 4 year games cycle, ie Olympian games, etc
Demos: Means unified people
Kratos : means power
Democracy: Demos + Kratos = Power of the people
Theoria : Sacred procession during Thesia festival, using the “same” ship Theseus used in his journey
Geranos : crane dance imitating the winding of the labyrinth, in reference to Theseus
Synoikismos : (FROM PLUTARCH- LIFE OF THESEUS) means the unification of Attica
Panhellenic: This is in reference to THeseus and uniting of the people, he united the games and changed it to a 4 year cycle. Relating to all of Greece.
Amazonomachy: When the amazons attacked athens in retribution for the theft of the belt of Hippolyta, and theft/sexing of Antiope.
Centauromachy: The centaurs fighting at the wedding of Pirithous 
Theoria: Origins of theory, and speculation, to consider, look at, etc, reference to Delos same ship, the ship (argos) that is the “same” ship though every part has been replaced over time. In the context of Delos, theoria means pilgrimage/delegation
Polis : City or City-State, the surrounding area = think Greater Toronto Area, City, loyalty to king, punishment of lawbreakers
Oikos: Home, Family, Loyalty to brother, duty or bury kin
Minyae: Another Name for the Argonauts
Spartoi: Sown men, Cadmus with athena's guidance sews dragon's teeth and grows people for thebes.
Thyrsus: Symbol associated with Dionysus, this is a staff topped with a pine cone and tied with a ribbon, it is a wand or staff of giant fennel
Thiasus: Followers of dionysus they were inebriated and followed him around.
Sparagmos: tearing apart person alive, usually in reference to baccic followers
Anagnorisis: moment of critical discovery often shocking, tragic
Oida: to see, to know
Nomos: custom
Phusis: law v. nature
Dictys: net
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Important People + Stories Places
1) Perseus of Argos (OVID METAMORPHOSES, APOLLODORUS)-Son of Danae, hero, killed medusa (she was mortal-she was raped by Posideon in Athenas temple and turned into a gorgon by Athena because of that act).  Fell in love with Andromeda ( chained to a rock in order to make sacrifice to the sea monster, since she roused the jealousy of the Nereids).
Zeus-King of olympus, lighting bolt, xenia, also called Jupiter (roman), rapes of a lot of women and is the father of a lot of heroes, in reference to perseus, he impregnates Danae in the form of a golden shower
Athena-Goddess of wisdom/battle strategy, called Pallas or grey-eyed, virgin goddess, shield w/ medusa’s head on it, also called Minerva (roman), provides perseus with a shield for his quest against the Gorgon, later has it returned to her by perseus
Hermes-Messenger god, winged sandals, has the snake-staff (caduceus), also called Mercury (roman), provides the use of winged sandals & scimitar (one used to castrate Cronos), to perseus, later they are returned to him by perseus
King Acrisius of Argos- received a prophecy from oracle of delphi, that Danae (his daughter) will give birth to a son who will kill him one day. He locks Danae in a bronze chamber that's open to the sky. King Acrisuis doesn't believe that Zeus impregnated Danae and locks Danae & Perseus in a chest and throws them in the sea. The two eventually Float to to the island of Seriphos (by god).
Argos- Kingdom of King Acrisuis, Perseus home country
Danae-Perseus’s mother, her father locked her up and Zeus came to her as a shower of gold.
Dictys- Fisherman who saves Danae is called Dictys (“Net”), also brother of Polydectes (King of Seriophos). 
Polydectes (King of Seriphos). When perseus returns to the island, he uses the head to turn polydectes & his followers to stone. He wants to rape Danae but Perseus prevents his from doing so. So he lies and says he will marry Hippodamia and that everyone has to give him a gift. Perseus is too poor to be able to afford a horse, so Polydectes tells him to bring him a gorgon head instead.
Hippodamia Contest- Polydectes’ False contest, each man must bring a horse as a wedding gift. Contest gets name from fake woman's name hippodamia.
	-Hippodamia -> daughter of King Oenamus
	*Hippodamia, real person, fake potential marriage/wedding*
Seriphos- Island that Danae & Perseus land on.
Gorgon’s Head- Medusa's Head was in lieu of the payment of the Horses that perseus could not afford, would turn onlookers into stone, perseus uses his shield to look at her and beheads her. From her Blood Came Chrysaor and Pegasus
Gorgon Sisters- Stheno, Euryale, and Medusa ( only mortal gorgon = medusa), Snake heads, gaze turns you to stone, golden wings, really really ugly. Medusa is mortal b/c she was a human and turned into gorgon b/c she was raped in Athena's temple by Poseidon (desecration of Athena's temple). Perseus defeats medusa sneaking up on her in her sleep, then reflects her gaze with shield and decapitates her.
Chrysaor: 3 headed warrior born from Gorgon blood, in herakles guard heard of cows.
Pegasus: born from Gorgon blood , mt Helikon spring Hippocrene created by pegasus striking the mountain with hoof. Spring is for poetic creation/inspiration.
Andromeda - Daughter of Cepheus (King Ethiopia) and Cassiopeia, She sacrificed to Sea monster (from Poseidon), chained to rock. Perseus saved and married.
Cepheus and Cassiopeia: Parents of Andromeda, Father Cepheus, Mother Cassiopeia. Cepheus seeks oracle of zeus, or oracle of Amon, tells Cepheus that Andromeda must be sacrificed to sea monster. Agrees to Perseus marrying daughter & ruling kingdom in exchange for saving her. (OVID'S METAMORPHOSES)
Cassiopeia’s hubris - Her daughter (Andromeda) and herself is more beautiful than Sea nymphs offends Nyrius (father of sea nymphs), Poseidon sends a sea wave and sea monster to punish for this.
Phineus - He was already related to Andromeda (Uncle), & Andromeda already promised to him (phineus), but Perseus saved her and married her as a prize.Start a fight with Perseus in the Palace of Cepheus. Failed, turned into a statue to decorate the palace.
Coral: Perseus went to wash his hands, medusa head slipped out and turned leaves and sticks to stone = Coral
Libyan Snakes: a 3rd child of Medusa blood, blood hit sand & birthed a large number of snakes.
Atlas: heard of prophecy of being deceived for golden apples, so he thinks this is in reference to Perseus, re refuses to host perseus by performing xenia, perseus insulted uses the gorgon's head turning him to stone and thus Mt Atlas is formed.
Larissa Games - The games that he wanted to compete in, during this competition he throws a discus and it accidentally hits his grandfather (Acrisius) and kills him. He feels guilty for this (murder) and trades his birthright city (Argos) for the city of Tiryns.
Alcaeus: Son of Perseus + Andromeda 
Amphitryon: Son of Alcaeus, Adopted father of Herakles
Elektryon: Son of Alcaeus, Father of Alcmene
Alcmene: Daughter of Elektryon & Mother of Herakles w/ Zeus, married to Amphitryon

2) Meleager of Calydon (OVID METAMORPHOSES, BACCHYLIDES ODE 5)- Fairly normal birth, 
Atropos: (name meaning unable 2 turn away/inevitable), tells Althaea that her child will only live as long as a nearby stick that is in a fire. Althaea Takes the wood and hides it in the castle.
Ares - god of war, son of Zeus and Hera, also called Mars, having an affair with Aphrodite,  Father of Meleager.
Oeneus - Also father of Meleager, raised meleager
Althaea - Mother of Meleager w/ Ares. 
Deianira - Heracles's wife and sister of meleager, when herakles is in the underworld meleager tells him that he should marry his sister.
Calydonian Boar - his father made mistake when perform sacrifice the Gods, Artemis is forgotten and enraged, sends the boar as punishment for this. A band of men (OVID'S METAMORPHOSES), try to take it down, Atalanta is able to draw first blood. Meleager delivers killing blow.
Atalanta - strong female warrior, fastest runner in all of greece, drew first blood of Calydonian boar, Meleager awards her prize and honoured.
Toxeus, plexippus - Meleager’s uncle, killed by Meleager, insulted that Atalanta is given the prize of honour, they insult Meleager and Atalanta, Meleager kills this for them. Althaea must react to this sister versus mother role. Althaea throws the wood into the fire and this kills Meleager. Also kills herself

3) Orpheus of Thrace (Vergil’s Georgics(didactic poem,farming,beekeeping), Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Aeschylus’s Bassiards)
Orpheus - gifted musician, married to Eurydice, she dies, he plays the lyre and gets into the underworld and Hades lets him take her back BUT while they’re walking out of the underworld he can’t look back at her but at the last second he does and she goes back to being dead
Apollo-God of music, skilled archer, Artemis/Diana’s twin brother, mother is Leto
 Aristaeus: Attempted to rape Eurydice, chases her she trips and a venom snake bites and kills her, he must perform bougonia to attone.
Oeagrus - Father of Orpheus (Most commonly), king of Thrace
Calliope - Mother of Orpheus (Most commonly), Epic poetry muse. Daughter of Zeus
Other variation : Apollo + mortal woman = Orpheus (both variation connected with MUSIC)
Lyre-a harp-like instrument - He chose lyre, regardless of parentage that Apollo gifts Orpheus with lyre.
Eurydice-Orpheus’s wife. Killed while trying to escape a satyr trying to rape her, almost escapes the underworld but then doesn’t. He was supposed to bring her back out of the underworld without looking back at her but then he did and she died again at failed Katabasis
Persephone: Enjoyed the music and was convinced that Orpheus can bring wife back, tells him that he cannot look back upon Eurydice even once. 
Death of Orpheus: He mourned his wife & rejects all thracian female advances, they are pissed he won't sex them and attack him, they throw stones ineffective, their baccic screaming drowns out the music and he is no longer protected by his magic music. Ovid’s version is the maenads rip him apart in one of their orgies.
River Hebrus - Orpheus lyre, head float in this river, 
Lyra: his lyre that was thrown into the river underwent Catasterism (turned into a constellation)
Vergil - Roman poet, Most famous for the Aeneid, an epic poem about the end of the Trojan War and the founding of Rome. The Georgics : didactic poem about farming with instructions on beekeeping. Includes the origin of the practice of bougonia (belief that bees spawned from cow carcasses)


4) Jason of Iolkos (Sources : Ovid Heroides and Metamorphoses, Apollodorus, Aelian, *Euripides) 
Jason-another hero, leader of the argonauts, gets the golden fleece (Mother is Alcimede according to Hygnius, Polymede according to Apollodorus)
Pelias: Usurper King of Iolokos, brother of rightful king Aeson, An oracle told Pelias “beware the man with one sandal”
Argonauts - Herakles, Orpheus, Castor and Pollox, Meleager, Jason (Leader), Peleus, Zetas, Hylas Band Calais a lot more. Originally they all pick Herakles to be the leader, but he gives the role to Jason.
Iolkos - City-State, city of interest in Jason’s story. Jason’s father Aeson is supposed to be rightful king of lolkos.
Aison - rightful king, father of Jason.
Chiron - raised jason, ls a centaur, raised to be kept safe from Pelias.
Return to Iolkos: Jason returns to attend a festival, Hera is angry at not being awarded a sacrifice by Pelias, Hera helps Jason cross the river Anaurus, when crossing the river Jason loses one sandal in the mud. Pelias sees the  man with one sandal and attempts to get rid of Jason by sending him on a quest for the Golden Fleece.
King Athamas (uncle of Pelias) - father of phryxus, helle. Sacrifices their children for his kingdom.
Queen Nephele (divine in form of cloud) - mother of phryxus, and helle, tried to save them returned to the clouds for some reason.
Ino - stepmother of Phryxus and Helle, has her own children tried to kill Phryxus and Helle
Oracle- There is a drought and Ino bribes the oracle to tell Athamas that he must kill Phryxus and Helle to stop the bad weather. 
Phryxus, Helle - children of Nephele, Nephele carries her children to safety and Hermes sends golden a golden ram to take the fly the children over the ocean (east)
Hellespont - helle fell from ram, she died at the sea now called Hellespont.
Death of Golden Ram: King Aeetes of Colchis takes in Phryxus, Phryxus in gratitude slaughters the ram and gifts the skin to Aeetes. The Fleece is protected by a dragon like serpent.
The Argo prow: Is made out of Oak from Dodona (area of oracles to zeus sacred trees) thus the boat is able to talk to the argonauts.
Lemnos - An island, populated by females that failed to honour Aphrodite, in revenge she makes all the women smell horrible, the men don't want to have sex with them and get thracian mistresses, one night all the women murder all the men. The women want to sex all the argonauts when then arrive
Hypsipyle: One of the women of lemnos only one to not murder her father, instead she sets them in the ocean. Jason has sex with Hypsipyle when he arrives, wants him to stay but he must leave to continue the quest.
Herakles- part of the Argonauts, but he leaves Argonauts for Hylas, in Mysia.
Hylas: Is the lover of Herakles, is abducted by nymphs on Nysiad when attempting to get water, herakles leaves the argonauts to save him
Leadership of the Argonauts: Heracles if voted to lead but he turns it down and says Jason should be the leader. 
Pollux/Polydeuces - (an Argonaut) is an excellent boxer, on the Island of Bebrycos, he is challenged to a boxing match to the death by King Amycus, he wins and the argonauts flee.
Phineus - a prophet, he misused his powers and told ppl too much, he was blinded & when he tries to eat harpies will come and steal his food. Zetes and Calais fly up and defeat the harpies. He is grateful and tells them how to pass the Symplegades “Clashing Rocks” the solution is to send a bird through the gap if it makes it so will you.
Zetes - Child of the North wind, has wings is able to Fly, brother of Calais
Calais -  Child of the North wind, has wings is able to Fly, brother of Zetes
King Aeetes - Father of Medea, king of Colchis,King Aeetes provides shelter and food for Phryxus, so he sacrifices his golden lamb as a gift, lived a very long time, when asked for the fleece the argonauts must complete 4 tasks/athloi , yoke brazen footed fire breathing bulls, plow a field with the bulls, sow it with dragons teeth, kill soldiers that sprout from the teeth.
Hera & Artemis: Help Jason by asking aphrodite & eros to make Medea fall in love with jason so that she would help him. 
Medea: (Also a greek tragedy written by Euripides)- Wife of Jason, a sorcerer that kills her and Jason’s children to make Jason feel the most amount of pain possible. Grandaughter of Helios and priestess of Hekate, she is a witch, She poisons golden robes (given by Helios or Apollo) that Glauce eventually wears and dies, kills brother Apsyrtus to slow down the fleet and kills king Pelias. In the most complete surviving account, the Argonautica of Apollonius of Rhodes
Medea & Helping: She meets jason at the temple of Hekate (witch temple) and says she will brew a potion to make him indestructible to so he can complete tasks, she does in only if Jason will marry her & , Also tells him that if jason throws a stone and this throw makes the soldiers think one of their own threw the stone it will cause them to fight amongst each other. When the tasks are complete Jason is not given the fleece so Medea makes a potion to get the dragon to sleep & they steal the fleece and run. Colcis fleets chase them. So stop the pursuit and kills her brother Apsyrtus and dismembers and throws this body parts into the ocean the fleet stops to gather the body parts.
Return to Iolkos: They dedicated the argo to Poseidon, Alters to Hekate for witch and potions help, and Hebe. Hebe is honoured for Medea makes Aeson young by cutting his throat & puts a potion into his wounds and drinks the potion. She tricks Pelias daughters into killing their father by slitting their father's throat without the potion to heal & make him young again. Hebe is goddess of rejuvenation hence the potion that healed Aeson. This angers Acastus (son of Pelias) who drives Medea and Jason out of Acastus
Exile in Corinth: Jason sees young pretty Glauce, and wants to have her instead of his old wife Medea. Medea poisons a crown and Glaucce’s robe, these are gifted to King Creon and daughter Glauce, this burns and kills them.
Euripides: Author B4 erip she said she took her children and ran or corinth killed her kids, euripides says that she killed her own children because they were Jason's children, ending his line with no heirs.
Ovids Herodies (letter from Medea to Jason): Letter is when she know she has been betrayed, and is planning her revenge but does not know how she will enact this vengeance.
Apsyrtus - Medea’s brother, and killed by her for lover Jason.
King Creon - King of Corinth and a victim of Medea’s murderous rampage. He dies after coming in contact with the poison golden robes Glauce was wearing.
Glauce - Lover and later wife of Jason, daughter of Creon. Jason left Medea for Glauce and is a major player in the greek tragedy Medea. Medea murders her
Medea Flees: She escapes on chariot pulled by dragons (daughter of Helios), runs to Athens, marries king of Athens Aegeus (father of Theseus), has son Medus, other son of Aegeus is a threat, Aegus finds out and Medea her son Medus flee to Crocus and Medus becomes the ruler.
Jason dies: when old and is on argo and a piece of wood falls on his head killing him.
Athena, Aphrodite, Eros, Hera - helped Jason.
Golden Fleece - The end goal needed for Jason to become the rightful king of Iolcus in thessaly ordered by King Pelias. 

[bookmark: _wfktmzrsbm32]Lecture 7: Theseus & Athens
Foundation Myths (origins of city-state)
· Positivist approach 
· developing from kernels of historical truth 
· Elements of myth are not historical and acknowledges that 
· Constructivist Approach 
· Reaction to contemporary political and strategic problems of their reality 
· Foundation Discourses  
· Myths are somewhere in between. Dialogue between the story and people telling the story. Shifting roles with people involved

Attica
· Athens has a complex history
· Under control of Athenian city state
· Villages communicate with each other, but there’s no centralized government 
· Region united by dialect, festivals, and trade

Early Kings of Attica
· autochthony : state of being born from the earth 
· Athenians believe ancestors were born from the dirt
· Claim they were born from Attic earth and therefore had a claim to the land
· Cecrops: first King 
· Half snake, half man 
· Ruled the area of Cecropia
· Erichthonius 
· Early king, born of the earth. 
· Hephaestus tried to rape Athena, and she fought him off. He ejaculated onto her thigh. She wipes that off with a piece of wool and throws it onto the earth. From this Erichthonius is born and Athena takes the child to the daughters of Cecrops, tells them not to open the basket containing the child but they still do. Cecrops was also a half-snake man and he grew mad because of the child. So Athena took care of Erichthonius. Erichtonius made a festival honouring her: Panathenaia Festival
· Erechtheus
· Early king, born of the Earth
· Worshipped in temple called the Erechtheum where Athena is also worshipped
· Famous for defending the city of Athens 
· Athenians are often called descendants of Erechtheus, Erichthonius, or Cecrops.
· Athenians are very proud because they’re autochthonic, born of the Earth, and have never been conquered. 

Contemporary Athens
· Athens active in shaping their myths during 5th c. 
· First city to execute democracy 
· Centre for economic trade 
· Controlled much of the surrounding land and ocean
· Productive literary record. Most myths from Classical time period are from Athens
· Wrote many plays
· Athenian art highly influential. Most vase paintings originated from here 
· Theseus showing up many times doing many heroic things

Contest for Divine Patronage
· Time of Cecrops: Athens was called Cecropia
· Cecrops wanted a patron divinity for Cecropia 
· He held a contest: who can bestow the greatest gift. 
· Athena vs. Poseidon: Poseidon struck the earth and created a river, but it was salt water and therefore difficult to use. Athena plants an olive tree, which the Athenians are delighted with to eat olives and use olive oil. 
· Dodecatheoi: a panel of 12 gods, who judged the contest
· Athena won and city was renamed to Athens 
· Athena Polias = Athena as guardian of the city - given special care

5OVID METAMORPHOSES
Birth of Theseus
· His father is a descendent of King Aegeus. King couldn’t have kids, so he went to see an oracle. 
· Oracle is interpreted as meaning - you shouldn’t have gotten drunk or had sex.
· King Pittheus of Troezen gets Aegeus drunk and encourages him to have sex with his daughter Aethra.
· Aegeus leaves Aethra behind. Tells her to tell his son to one day bring a sword and sandals stuck under a rock, to claim his birthright in Athens
· Alternative version: Poseidon is his father.
· This version is only told by Athenians to make them better connected to the gods
· Theseus grows up, lifts the stone, and goes to Athens. 

6 Labours of Theseus
· A bunch of bad things appear on the road to Athens, which Theseus clears. 
· Nobody told him to do this, nobody helps him, does it from the goodness of his heart
· Defeats robbers, bandits, and monsters
· Does it by himself through strength & problem solving 

Periphetes ( Corynetes, the “club bearer”)
· Son of Hephaestus 
· Has a great bronze club
· Robs travellers along the road and clubs them to death 
· Theseus steals his club and clubs him to death. And he keeps the club for himself

Sinis
· Pityocamptes (“pine-bender”)
· Preys on travelers by tying them to pine trees and catapulting them. Or he ties them to opposing trees which then rip the person apart. 
· Defeats him using his one method 
· Sleeps with his daughter Perigune, has son Melanippus

Crommyonian Sow
· Ravaged the village of crommyon
· Daughter of Typhon 
· Mother of Calydonian Boar
· Named Phaia after the mortal woman who raised her 
· Theseus defeats her and makes the village of Crommyon safe 

Sceiron the Robber 
· Stopped travellers at Sceironian rocks and forced them to wash his feet. Then he would kick them into the sea to b eaten by a giant sea turtle
· Theseus defeats him by throwing him off the cliff to be eaten.

Cercyon
· Eleusias place where a cult was that offered awards in the afterlife
· Wrestler who challenged travellers to a match and would then kill them. 
· Theseus defeats him through strategy as opposed to strength and wrestles him to death

Damastes
· Procrustes (“the stretcher”)
· Caught travellers and forced Them to be certain size (that fit on a metal bed) through stretching them off or cutting off their legs.
· Theseus defeats him by his own method

Athens
· Theseus arrives in Athens
· Medea ended up in Athens and marries Aegeus and has a son with him. 
· Wants to kill Theseus as he is a threat to her own son and so makes a poison. 
· Meanwhile Theseus presents the sandals and sword to Aegeus and he recognizes him as his son. 
· Pallas (Aegeus brother) has 50 sons who all want to be ruler. Theseus kills them all. 
· Theseus goes on a journey to Marathon 
· Some versions he does this because of Medea, in other version he does this for fun. 
· He goes to Marathon to clean up Herakles’ mess with the bull. Stops overnight because of a storm and is hosted by Hecale(a very poor woman). She promises Theseus that if he defeats the bull, she’ll make a sacrifice to Zeus. Theseus defeats the bull, but by the time he comes back, she dies. 
· He honours her by making a festival to this woman. - zeus hecales 

Crete
·  Home of the Minoans 
· Crete is at war 
· King Minos & son Androgeos 
· Androgeos won everything at the Panathenaic festival. Everyone gets jealous of him and kills him. 
· Attacks Athens (King Aegeus) 
· Attack on Megara (King Nisos)
· King Nisos had a purple lock of hair that allowed him to live forever. His daughter Skylla, steals the lock to give to king Minos then kills her for it in disgust of her betraying her father, dragged under ship in ocean. 
· Peace and Retribution 
· Every 9 years Athens is to send 7 boys//girls to be food for the minotaur of Crete

Pasiphae wife of Minos and the Minotaur OVID METAMORPHOSES
· Daughter of Helios
· Wife of Minos, mother of Ariadne and Phaedra 
· Minos says to Poseidon, if he sends him pure white gold, he’ll sacrifice a bull to him. Poseidon agrees, but Minos breaks the oath. As punishment Poseidon curses Pasiphae to fall in love with that bull 
· Daedalus, the master craftsmen, builds her a cow suit out of wood that she can wear to seduce and have sex with the bull. She conceives the minotaur
· Minotaur is half human (lower half) and half bull (top half)
· Minotaur is an insult to Minos. It’s proof of adultery, that to with a beast.  
 
The Labyrinth and Knossos
· (picture) bull leaping - sport showing much bravery
· Monumental palace at Knossos
· Minotaur was trapped in a labyrinth within this palace. 
· Daedalus had been exiled from Athens for murdering his sister’s son. After building the labyrinth King Minos didn’t want him around or telling people how to get through it, so he traps Daedalus and his son Icarus on Crete. 
· OVID METAMORPHOSES
· Icarus and Daedalus try to escape through these mechanical wings that Daedalus makes. Daedalus warns Icarus not to fly too close to the sun, otherwise the wax holding the wings together will melt destroying it. Icarus doesn’t listen and ends up drowning in the sea of Icarus (named after him)

Theseus and the Minotaur
· Theseus volunteers to slay the beast (in the Athenian version)
· In other versions he’s one of the Athenian tributes for the minotaur
· Ariadne (daughter of Minos) falls in love with Theseus. She asks Daedalus for advice for Theseus. OVID HEROIDES
· He gives her a golden thread to give to Theseus that he can use to follow his way out. He also tells her to only go forward, down, or right in the labyrinth. 
· Only once Theseus agrees to marry her, does she give him the advice. 
· He defeats the minotaur with his sword/ bare hands 
· Takes Ariadne, her sister Phaedra, and the 13 other Athenian tributes. 

Ariadne
· Theseus abandons Ariadne on the beach of Naxos
· Dionysus rescues her and marries her. He gives her catasterism of a crown: corona 
· Athenian version: Dionysus steals Ariadne from Theseus on Naxos
· Many Roman poets dramatize this episode. There’s a letter from Ariadne to Theseus (after being abandoned) written by Ovid HEROIDES 

Journey back to Athens
· Stop in Delos on the way home 
· Perform the crane dance: geranos
· Imitates the windings of the labyrinth they escaped 
· Festival established on Delos, celebrated by Athenians 
· Delia - to honour Theseus stopping there 
· Note: “-ia” suffix often designates religious festival 

The Black Sails
· Theseus had promised his father he’d replace the boat’s sails from black to white to signal his survival. But he forgets to do this. 
· Aegeus sees the black sails, and he’s so distraught he throws himself off the cliff. Names Aegean Sea after him. 

Theseus as King of Athens
· Theseus begins being credited by many historically real practices and rituals 
· Synoikismos - unification of all disparate towns and cities of Attica so all are under Athenian rule (PLUTARCH LIFE OF THESEUS)
· Polis - Athens united under one government 
· Demos + kratos = democracy 
· Synoikia (festival) 
· Sacrifices to Zeus Phratrios and Athena Phratria (protects citizenship) 

Amazonomachy
· When Herakles was on his labour, Theseus went with him (according to the Athenians)
· He steals his own Amazon - Antiope 
· Have a son, Hippolytus 
· In revenge, the Amazons invade Attica
· Theseus defeats them all
· Amazons are very popular among Athenian art 

Centauromachy
· Wedding of Pirithous 
· Lapiths - a tribe in Thessaly
· Centaurs get really drunk, attack guests and abduct the bride
· Epic battle ensues 
· Theseus assists the Lapiths
· Ex. of “us vs. them” - Athenian hero vs. uncivilized enemy 

The.  Qeus and Pirithous: katabasis
· Pirithous wants Persephone for his bride
· Theseus, being a good bro, goes with him to the underworld. 
· Hades punishes them by making them stuck to a rock
· Herakles rescues Theseus, but is unable to free Pirithous 

Hippolytus and Phaedra OVID ANTHOLOGY
· Hippolytus = son of Theseus + Antiope
· Phaedra = daughter of Minos and Pasiphae, sister of Ariadne (left on an island)
· Theseus ends up marrying Phaedra 
· Phaedra wife of Theseus falls in love with Hippolytus(step son Theseus and Antiope) HYGINUS STORIES -horses get spooked
· She propositions him, but he rejects her, so she accuses him of rape. 
· Theseus calls upon Poseidon to punish him. He is tied to bulls which run in opposite directions and tear him apart. 
· Alternative version: hippolytus rejects all women (including Aphrodite), so Aphrodite sends Phaedra to fall in love with him. 

Death of Theseus
· Lives to old age
· Loses political popularity 
· Exiled on island Scyros 
· Lycomedes, another man exiled on the island, throws him off a cliff. 
· C. 500 BCE - apparition of Theseus appears at the Battle of Marathon 
· Pythia orders Athenians to collect Theseus’ bones from Scyros and give them a proper Athenian burial (c. 476 BCE)
· Bones site is a sanctuary for the poor and needy

Theseus’ Legacy in Athens 
· An Athenian “cult hero” - religious/ ritual importance to the city 
· 8th day of every month is sacred to Theseus 
· Theseia festival 
· One of the most expensive festivals in Athens 
· Athletic contests, food donations to poor
· Families (who sponsor) traced lineage to original 13 tributes saved from Crete. 
· Theoria (delegation) or sacred journey to Delos. Claims it is the “same” ship that Theseus took to Crete 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream - setting - Theseus and Hippolyta marriage 
· Characters stage the play of Thisbe and Pyramus in the play
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Thebes, Boeotia
· Boeotia is a larger region of Greece
· Land of the cow
 
The Theban Royal Family
· Thebans are referred to as the descendants of Cadmus, but after Labdacus they were started to be referred to as the Labdacids


Europa Anthology APOLLODORUS
· Phoenician Princess of a city called Tyre and was the daughter of Agenor, the King of Tyre.
· Zeus decided to kidnap her by transforming into a bull
· When Zeus rapes her she bears Minos and brings him to Crete.

Cadmus HYGINUS STORIES
· Looking for Europa (her brother.)
· All of Cadmus brother and himself are not allowed to return unless they find Europa
· Goes to consult the oracle who will tell you a solution. The oracle tells Cadmus that he is going to form a new city, and gives him a specific set of rules to follow
· After he leaves he is to follow the first cow he sees until the cow lays down, where he is to found a complete  new city. This city will become Thebes.
· It is not called Thebes yet, is was called Cadmeia	
· He comes a water that is sacred to Ares called the spring of Ares and comes across a snake monster that is guarding that spring, and the snake kills most of Cadmus men, Cadmus kills the snake himself, but then he has no people to form the city
· Athena tells him to get the snake's teeth and sow them, which a new group of men called the Spartoi 
· These spartoi were to be the noble people of thebes
· Cadmus is punished for killing dragon, serves ares for 1 year, Ares is so pleased he give Harmonia as a bride, Harmonia daughter of Ares of Aphrodite, Hephaestus give the wedding present of the necklace of Harmonia which is cursed. He does this because Aphrodite is actually his wife not ares.
· Hephaistos gives Harmonia a cursed necklace that will curse the royal family for their entire existence
· 3 Daughters Semele, Agave, Autonoe
· Semele is mother of Dionysus
 
Semele and Dionysus
	Semele is tricked (hera) into asking zeus to come to her in the same way he comes to Hera (as a bolt of lightning) and it kills her. 
· He was birthed from Zeus's thigh and is known as the "Twice-born god"
· In another story he is the child of Zeus and Persephone (Queen of the Underworld) Hera finds out and instructs people to rip him apart and eat every part of his body but his heart
· Zeus is able to remake him from his heart and put it in the womb of Semele
 
Dionysus' Youth
· He was raised by King Athamas and Ino his second wife
· He was raised by Nymphs of Mt. Nysa
· He was raised by persephone in underworld
· In anyway he was not raised by Zeus
 
· He receives further torment by Hera
· He is made to wander into the far east and is not allowed to roam where the Olympian Gods dwell
· He experiences a lot of difficult being accepted by the greek people as a god
· The Eastern peoples worshiped him the way that he wanted to be worshiped

Worship of Dionysus
	Dionysus Eleutherios- the liberator, freedom, sex, drinking, etc
	Bacchanalia: Festivals towards Dionysus, lesbian orgies, drinking etc
· Because he was considered an other, his worship is very much frenzied
· He is related with Satyrs- who love to be drunk, play music, and love to follow Dionysus around
· He is also associated with Maenads (a divine possession)
· He has a staff called a thyrsus that is tied around w ivy and topped with a pine cone
· He is closely associated to tragic performance and drama
· Thiasus- a divined procession of singing dancing and drunkenness that was 	performed by the religious preservers of the Dionysus cult.
· Dionysus Eleutherios- when you are in the state of worships you can be completely free, you can be drunk, free, use swear words, be sexually etc.

Gifts of Dionysus
· He founded viticulture (the creation of wine)- this is why it is a huge source of worship in the Greek world
· King Midas:
· Dionysus had a tutor named Silenus who was a very drunk man, who stumbled and passed out and Xenia/ Midas helped him
· So Dionysus was grateful as asked whatever he wanted to have
· So Midas stated that he wanted to golden touch, yet it became more of a curse than a gift.
· Midas begs for it to disappear, and Dionysus says that if he washes his hands in the river of Pactolus the gold touch will be gone. And it was.
· Ariadne, gift of Dionysus for his new wife ariadne the Crown - Corona.

Wrath of Dionysus OVID METAMORPHOSES
· Was very harsh on people who were skeptic, reluctance to be accepted as a true God, and so he has no choice but to punish those who doubt him. When you doubt him you loose your body (Either a limb, changed into an animal, or lose the body of your family)
· The Tyrrhenian Pirates:
· He was kidnaped by the pirates, who have no idea that he was a God. When he tells them that he is a God, they laugh at him and still plan to sell him into slavery.
· After warning them several times, he starts to transform them. (When he starts to get angry, ivy starts to grow all around him) The ship is going to sink because the ivy is crushing the ship. The men start to dive over board and as they land in the water they are turned into dolphins.
· Lycurgus and the Maenads
· Lycurgus bans all worship of Dionysus and puts everyone who worships him into jail.
· Dionysus drives Lycurgus with madness in revenge of imprisoning his maenads. Denying Dionysus as a god was punished of the body so that Lycurgus cuts off his own foot (because of maddess from dionysus) and kills his own son.

Pentheus OVID metamorphoses
-Sisters of pentheus spread rumors that Dionysus is not a god, that his mother was struck by lightning in punishment for lying
-Throws dionysus in jail
Baccic people singing in a festival in the city, his mother agave, aunts ino and autonoe find him spying on them and tear him apart. Sparagmos.
Agave lost son, Ino driven mad leaps off clip with her child, Autonoe (son)Actaeon receives punishment violently apart by wolves(curse)
-Son of Agave and the Grandson of Cadmus
-He is the King of Thebes, when Dionysus decided to return to the west and come back to Thebes.

Daughters of Minyas OVID METAMORPHOSES
	Stayed inside during festival to Dionysus, weaving baskets to Athena instead, Dio is insulted and turns them into bats, first limbs turned into ivy, then hear baccic songs, then turned into bats 

Sparagmos: a ritual of tearing apart a live body- torn limb from limb in a state of frenzied. 



The Family of Labdacus
· Labdacus- another grandson of Cadmus. He dies early and his infant son Laius is the heir to the throne but is too young to rule
· Lycus (one of the Spartoi) was reagent for 20 years for Laius
· Lycus has a niece Antiope who is raped by Zeus who are names Amphion and Zethus (twin brothers)
· She is forced to flee from thebes.
· The twin sons are discovered by a shepherd who raises them and raised by Hermes.
· A golden lyre is given to Amphion to help him to get what he wants.
· They kill and succeed Lycus and drive Laius into exile
· Descendants of Labdacus = Labdacids
· This was the time the city was named thebes. Walls were built around the city with seven gates. Amphion uses his music skills to move stone and uses his music to make the wall for their new city. Thebes has seven gates. “7-gated thebes”
· Thebes named after wife of Zethus
 
Laius
· Was the successor of Amphion and Zethus
· He offered Xenia food, how to drive etc.
· Pelops had a son Chrysippus and Laius was tutor for him. Pelops performed xenia for Laius while he was exiled and in return, Laius taught Chrysippus chariot.
· However, Laius raped Chrysippus and abducted, broke xenia (Pelops cursed him, and his future). Successor is the next person who becomes king, so Laius becomes king after Amphion and Zethus die. 

Hyginus Stories
Niobe Amphion and Zethus enclosed Thebes in a wall, Had 7 children threw it in Apollo and Athena, they then had all the sons taken, then all of the daughters 
 
Oedipus
· Laius married Jocasta and there is a prophecy that states their child will murder their father and marry a mother. 
· They exposed their child on Mt. Cithaeron and bounded his feet together
· This child is rescued by a shepherd 
· The shepherd takes him to Corinth where he is raised by King Polybus and Queen Merope and he does not know that he is adopted.
· As Oedipus grows older people start to question his birth, so he decided to go to the oracle at Delphi to get some answer, the oracle tells him that he is going to kill his father and marry his mother, he decided to exile himself from Corinth so he doesn’t kill his "father"
· He decided to head into the direction of thebes and at a cross road just outside the city of thebes he comes across a man that he does not know, and they get into a dispute and Oedipus kills Laius (without knowing who he is- he doesn’t know he is his father, or the King of Thebes. Just a man on the road that insulted him)
· When he arrives in Thebes he finds the city plagued by the sphinx (part lion, part bird, daughter of typhon)
· She was sent to Thebes by Hera to punish Thebes
· The Sphinx has a riddle that she learned from the Muses, and if someone can solve the riddle she will leave. If someone tries to solve the riddle and fail, the sphinx will eat them.
· Creon promises the kingdom and the marriage to his sister Jocasta to the man who can solve the riddle.
· (4,2,3 legs- human riddle)
· Oedipus solves this riddle and gets the rewards- which included marrying his mother, which he does not know who his mom is.
· They get married and have four children- Daughters- Antigone, Ismene Sons- Polyneices, Eteocles
· Several years later there is a plague that comes across the city and is killing many people. When a problem like this arises they go to consult an oracle for a solution
· The oracle tells them that the plague of the city is caused in punishment for the killer of the King. And the plague will be cured if they can find the murder and punish him for the murder.
· Oedipus swears he will find the killer (unaware that it is himself)
· They call upon Teiresias who is the blind prophet (The one that was blinded by Athena because he saw her bathing)
· Another reason for his blindness states that he sees two snakes having sex, hits them, he turns into a women for seven years. Finds more snakes hits them again and then turns back into a male.
· Hera and Zeus are fighting over which orgasms are more pleasurable and call upon him because he experienced both. He agrees with Zeus so Hera makes him blind. Zeus feels bad and makes him a prophet
· Oedipus threatens him and then Teiresias tells him that he is responsible for the death of the King
· Oedipus believes that this is a bunch of lies
· Anagnorisis: is a moment of shock and sudden discovery
· 1st Anagnorisis is when Oedipus realizes he is the man who killed Laius when his wife tells him where her old husband was killed
· 2nd Anagnorisis: Oedipus realized who his true parents are
· Jocasta goes and hangs herself when she realizes that she is actually married to her son
· Oedipus realizes that the oracles were right all along, in punishment he takes the pins from Jocasta's dress and he gouges his eyes out making himself blind in the very moment when he can see the truth
· There is a version in Homer where Odepius is kinda sad about it, but then continues to be king
· He then exiles himself as he cannot live in Thebes any longer and goes to a place called Colonus with his daughter Antigone.
· Colonus is a land that is sacred to the Eumenidies so he goes to this land to get absolution for his crimes
· Theseus is there to greet him
· Oedipus decides that he wants to die and he wants to do it in colonus so that it will have protection (prophecy wherever he will die will be protected)
· Colonus was chosen in this play and it happens to be the birthplace of the author Sophocles who wrote this play.
Oedipus as a hero
· He was a subject of an oracle like many other heroes
· Grows up in exile (he is a rightful king to a city, but he is sent away)
· Defeat of a monster- solves the riddle of the sphynx
· Violent response to insult- so when Lius insults him, his response is murder
· Tragic flaws- incest and patricide
· The Death of him is quite heroic as he is granted a painless death even though he did many crimes throughout his entire life.

The Seven Against Thebes
· One Oedipus sends himself in exile, the sons have to fight over who takes the crown. They agreed that they will each rule for a year and switch every year
· When Eteocles is ruling and his year is up, he refuses to give up the throne and throws his brother Polyneices into exiled in Argo
· When Argo goes into exile he takes the cursed necklace with him
· When he is there he meets a man named Tydeus who fight over who gets the best guest room in the castle
· Assembles an army of 7 leaders to attack Thebes and it was the greatest army that had ever been
· One of those seven leaders of Amphiaraus was a prophet and knew that everyone who went to go attack thebes was going to die.
· Eriphyle gets the cursed necklace from the brother, she convinces her husband to fight even though he was a prophet and knew he was going to die.
· When the seven leaders arrive in Nemea
 
MISSED A BUNCH 

· Creon takes charge and releases a decree that Eteocles will be buried as a hero and Polyneices will be seen as a traitor and will remained unburied on the battlefield
· A body that remains unburied means that the soul of that body cannot find peace in the underworld.
· Creon is putting the family of Polyneices in a difficult position, because it is the rights of the female of the family to create the burial rights of their dead familes.
 
Creon
· He first shows up while Oedipus is figuring out who killed the King, and Creon is there as a voice of reason and to comfort him when needed
· Once Oedipus is in exile he comes to try to manipulate to convince Oedipus to come back to Thebes so when he dies it will protect his city.
· Creon becomes blinded by his thirst for power and in this situation,
 
Antigone
· Is the daughter of Oedipus and Jocasta
· She defies Creon's decree and believes that the devotion of the family is more than the family, and she cannot let her brother’s body be unburied
· In the middle of the night she secretly sneaks out to his body and performs funeral rights
· Creon then sentences her to death to punish her for breaking his laws and rules
· She is buried alive in a tomb with one day of food and water. So Creon is not killing her, but starvation and suffocation is
· Many people are begging Creon to change his mind, and he finally agrees but it is too late.
· While she is in the tomb she hangs herself to make the process quicker. So when he comes back down to rescue her it is too late. She is already dead.
· Creon has a son Haemon was was in love with Antigone and as soon as he heard the news of her death, he commits suicide.
· Eurydice (not the same Eurydice that was married to Orpheus), mother of Haemon and wife of Creon. When she hears that her son is gone, she also hangs herself
· Creon's entire family is dead and he really has nothing left.

The Aftermanth
· Epigonoi: sons of the seven against Thebes and amount their own attack against Thebes
· 
The Theban Saga
· Spans multiple generations- stories are closely intertwined
· Mistakes of ancestors harm descendants (Necklace of Harmonius)
 
 Oracles
· Consulting oracles was a very common thing to do
· Whenever there is a problem that needs to be solved, people would go to the Oracles
· Humans do not respect them, and pretend any of it and believe of oracles to not be trues (At least in the Thebian Saga)

 


