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Lecture 1
Myths About Academic Essay Writing
Thesis Statement
· Is never a question
Myth #1
· Drafting is a waste of time
· ~1-2 drafts for their paper
Myth #2
· “I” must never be in an essay
· Ask prof. first, some might be ok
· Must be relevant
Myth #3
· Ideas is awl whut counts
Myth #4
· I just put, commas in where, they feel right or where I take a breath.
Myth #5
· Grammar programmes will fix all my errors

All You Need to Know About Grammar
1. You need to know how to use commas
2. You need to know how to use semicolons (join two complete sentences that are related)
3. You need to know how to use colons (lists, documentation)
4. You need to know when sentences sound silly
5. You need to stop being afraid of grammar
CS = comma splice  two complete sentences joined by a comma
We dragged ourselves out of bed to come to class, it was painful to talk about grammar. (CS)
We dragged ourselves out of bed to come to class; it was painful to talk about grammar.
We dragged ourselves out of bed to come to class. It was painful to talk about grammar.
We dragged ourselves out of bed to come to class, and it was painful to talk about grammar.

Myth #6
· Format doesn’t matter
Myth #7
· Proofreading’s a waist of thyme – spill check will fox my spilling mistakes
Myth #8
· I did my best and still got a lousy mark

Essay Writing
· Topic/Think/Think/Think
· Working Thesis/Research
· Sift/Outline
· Thesis
· Draft
· Revise
· Edit
· Proofread
Words and Phrases that I Don’t Want to See in Your Essays – Ever!
· According to Wikipedia/The Oxford Dictionary states
· This paper will prove
· The purpose of this paper is to…
· Unnatural/natural/normal
· Evil/good/moral/immoral
· Politically correct
· It’s obvious, everyone agrees, always, never
· In today’s society
· etc., i.e.

Lecture 2
Topic to Thesis
· Narrows topic to a single central idea
· Claims something specific and significant about the topic, a claim that requires support
· Conveys purpose and reason for writing
· Must be clear
· Goes at end of introduction paragraph
· Must make an argument
· Avoid a three-point thesis
· Don’t use “this essay will prove…”
· Don’t use empty markers (negative, positive), be more specific

Does it Include an Argument?
Weak Thesis
· This essay will examine how attractive people are treated as opposed to unattractive people.
Strong Thesis
· The NA job market promotes traditional Western standards of beauty
· The NA hiring process discriminates against unattractive job applicants

Does it Reflect Restrictions the Essay Imposes?
Weak Thesis
· Work exploits people instead of freeing them
· Hockey can be dangerous to kids because it causes them to be damaged and it can also be psychologically harmful and it can also be responsible for injuries that the young player for life
Strong Thesis
· Huge corporate profits in 21st century NA depend on minimum wage
· Aggressive hockey parents often psychologically damage their children
· Aggressive hockey parents risk causing permanent harm to their children



Is it Clear so it States the Central Idea?
Weak Thesis
· It is hard to say whatever because of school spirit
Strong Thesis
· Many Canadian university students do not take part in school spirit activities due to psychological and physiological stressors

Avoid “Should” and “Should Not”
Weak Thesis
· The government should eliminate death penalties
Strong Thesis
· The government maintains death sentences to augment its power

It is Brief and Written in One Sentence?
Weak Thesis
· Canada should educate all its citizens. It is important because we all need to be educated in today’s society. Education is very important but it is too expensive for most people.
Strong Thesis
· To compete in the global economy, Canada must make post-secondary education affordable for students

Does it Present an Idea that is too Obvious?
· Oceans are vast and full of fish
· War is violent and kills people
· All mothers love their children
· All fathers love their children
· Same-sex marriage is wrong

Is it a “So What” Thesis?
· Television appeals to and influences a lot of people
· We live in a consumer society
· University is hard work

Lecture 3
Library Tour
Research Question
· Finite: focus should be on a specific aspect of a topic with the scope of the assignment in mind
· Clear: the key concepts and their relationships to each other can be identified at a glance
Search String
· Use quotations (“ ”) to find words together  “social media”
· Use * to find different endings of a word  Canad* finds Canada, Canadian, Canadians
Keywords
· Don’t use generic search words: cause, effect, determine, factors, role, research, trends, benefits, advantages, drawbacks, disadvantages, impact
The Right Database
· Identify the broad subject area: sociology, psychology, medicine
· Determine the type of information source: articles, books, news sources
· Use relevant search tools: http://biblio.uottawa.ca/en
· Username: jwang361
· Password: uoZone Password Management
Sources
· Don’t use sources without dates
· Books: author(s), publisher, city of publication, date of publication
· Journals: author(s), volume, number, date of publication, page range 
· Works Cited = MLA, Reference List = APA

Lecture 4
Introductions: Banned List
· Going back to time immemorial
· Addressing of the reader directly (first person)
· Rambling
· Hasty generalizations
· “this essay will discuss/prove”
· 2-3 sentence introductions  should be 1/3 – 1/2 a page
· over-long introductions
How to Write an Introduction?
· Provide context
· Move from general to specific (thesis)
· Have an adequate length
· Do not include any argumentative material
· Begin with an attention grabber
Devices to Try
· Provide relevant background information
· Relate a brief, interesting narrative (story)
· Give a pertinent statistic
· Ask a provocative question (not the thesis)
· Define terms used throughout essay
· Describe something
Words & Expressions to Avoid
· Obvious statements – “I will prove in this essay”
· Overworked expressions – “haste really makes waste”
· Using “you”
Paragraphing
· Each paragraph must be a unified entity
· Each paragraph must tell a ‘story’ of a particular paragraph – have focus
· Each paragraph should develop one small idea
· Each paragraph should be between six to nine sentences
· Make certain all quotations flow smoothly
· Research materials should be integrated into the paragraph with signal phrases
Body Paragraph
· Topic sentence
· Flow smoothly and logically from TS
· Have internal transitions
· Use signal phrases to integrate research: quotations, paraphrases, and summaries
· Have a concluding sentence
· Flow smoothly into next paragraph
Conclusion
· Don’t re-present arguments or introduce new arguments
· Use conclusion to unify paper
· Summarize main points briefly
· Ask for awareness, action, or a similar resolution from readers
Sentence Style
· Parallelism is all about balance
· Needed words keep readers from misreading your work
· Misplaced modifiers have strayed too far from the words they are supposed to modify and make your sentences sound silly
· Dangling modifiers are word groups that forget to identify their players
Parallel Structure
· I went walking, biking, and skiing this year
· I liked going to school, learning about chemistry, and being with friends
Misplaced Modifier
· I could see my grandmother coming through the window
· She decided on this day she would skip dinner entirely in the morning  In the morning, on that day, she decided that she would skip dinner
Dangling Modifiers
· Strolling casually beside the lake, my eyes fell upon two swans  Strolling casually beside the lake, I saw two swans
Needed Words
· Ickabod likes dogs more than his girlfriend  Ickabod  likes dogs more than his girlfriend does
· We had an orange and a pomegranate for our breakfast

Lecture 5
Outlining
More than one way to prepare an outline
· Informal outline (CWR, p. 13)
· Formal outline (CWR, p. 13-14)
· No outline
Comparison & Contrast
· Useful if essay is too short
· Useful for people who like structure
· Not appropriate for all essays
1. Determine purpose
2. Choose one over the other choices  pick better side
· ex. Compare & contrast the election frontrunners’ stands on marijuana
· Liberal
· Conservative
· NDP
3. Consider audience – can be general
4. Are topics comparable?
5. Determine which method would best suit topic: block or point-by-point
6. Make use of transitional statements
7. Write thesis

Block Method – works better in shorter essays
· Para 1: Intro & thesis
· Para 2: Conservative’s position
· Para 3: Liberal’s position
· Para 4: NDP’s position
· Para 5: Conclusion
Point-by-Point Method
· Para 1: Intro & thesis
· Para 2: All positions on distribution
· Para 3: All positions on taxation
· Para 4: All positions on enforcing rules
· Para 5: All positions on legalization or decriminalization (scare tactics or “it’s okay really!”)
· Conclusion
Drafting
· Draft paragraphs separately 
· Check References or Works Cited
· Make sure paragraphs are in order and make sense
· Make sure thesis matches the rest of the essay
· Edit  proofread  redraft
Basic Grammar
· Clause: a group of words with a subject and a predicate
· Main/Independent Clause: a clause that can stand by itself as a complete sentence
· Today I went to the store to buy pomegranate juice.
· Dependent Clause: a clause that must be attached to a main clause
· During the class, we all fell asleep.
· Phrase: word groups lacking a subject or a web-or both-and they cannot stand alone
· To the door
· Sentence Fragments: a word or a phrase that doesn’t present a complete thought
· Having gone to the movies.
Commas: The FANBOYS
· For
· And
· Nor
· But
· Or
· Yet
· So

· FANBOYS can only separate independent clauses (complete sentences)
· We came to class on a Saturday morning, and our teacher made us look at grammar rules.
· We came to class on a Saturday morning, but we all fell asleep looking at our teacher’s grammar slides.
Comma Splices
· When two complete sentences are joined by a comma
· ex. It is difficult to wake up for Saturday morning classes, I have to stop having so much fun on Friday nights.
Solutions
· It is difficult to wake up for Saturday morning classes. I have to stop having so much fun on Friday nights.
· It is difficult to wake up for Saturday morning classes; I have to stop having so much fun on Friday nights.
· It is difficult to wake up for Saturday morning classes, so I have to stop having so much fun on Friday nights.
The Oxford Comma
· The students went on a field trip and packed sandwiches, apples, drinks, and cookies
Sexist Language
· Incorrect: Mankind, Correct: Humankind
· Incorrect: He, Correct: He or she, Correct: pluralize with “they”, “them” or “people”

Lecture 5
Argument
· Find a topic and a thesis that are debatable
· A written argument has 2 parts
1. A claim that states the issue and takes a position (thesis)
2. Support is presented in the form of quotations and evidence
· Avoid hasty generalizations: a conclusion based on insufficient or unrepresentative evidence
· ex. One study showed that cats are stupid when compared with dogs. Therefore, dogs are smarter than cats.
Slippery Slope Arguments
· “Political arguments”
· ex. If you allow same sex couple marriages, people will demand to marry sheeps and cows.
False Analogy
· Drawing a comparison between two things that do not relate
Non Sequitur
· “Does not follow”
· ex. Julio loves to party; therefore, Julio must be a happy guy.
Either-Or Arguments
· If they aren’t for us, then they must be against us
Exaggerating the Trivial
· Using a small argument as a major point
· We should give money to charities because it makes us feel good
Useful Appeals
· Logical – facts
· Research
· Clear distinctions between facts and opinions
· Emotional – tears
· Puppies and babies
· Effective in small doses
· May be combined with logical appeals
· Should be used sparingly
Essay Checklist
· Is the introduction compelling?
· Are you fulfilling the promise of the thesis?
· Do you avoid bogging down the paper with irrelevant or insignificant information?
· Does research cited in your References or Works Cited page appear in your paper?
· Does the concluding paragraph add substance?
· Do you address the reader with “you”?
Midterm Exam
· 3 hrs
· Use time to outline and revise essay
· Hand in only final copy of essay
· Can use dictionary, thesaurus, and textbook
· Choose one of the topics, write a well crafted essay response with at least 6 paragraphs
· Final essay must be double spaced

Lecture 6

EXAM
· Thursday, December 10
· 7:00pm – 10:00pm
· Room DMS 1150

Reading
Final Exam Format – 3 hrs
· Section I = 35% (1hr?)
· Reading selection, answer questions based on reading
· Bring highlighter – ex. thesis, key words
· Thesis – what is the author trying to prove?, what idea is the essay’s point?
· A thesis can be anywhere in magazines and articles – not always in beginning
· Look for arguments, decide whether or not they are strong
· Logical fallacies – generalizations (stereotypes), assumption, false analogies, non sequiturs
· Appeals – ethical (is the writer trustworthy, does the writer use sources responsibly), logical (evidence efficient, no logical fallacies), emotional (values, beliefs) – read pg. 95 in txt
· Why did the author write the article – thesis
· Whom did the author write the article for – audience, be specific (age group, occupation)
· Tone – formal, informal, sarcastic, condescending, lighthearted, depressing
· For exam, note if article is formal or informal AND another descriptor (will probably be informal – have contractions, “I”, “We”)
· Give examples of text
· 5 marks – formal/informal + at least 2 more descriptors & examples
· Workbook ?s, parallel structure, comma splices, semicolons, colons, dashes, sexist language, dangling & misplaced modifiers, clichés, wordy sentences
· FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) – use “,” when separating two independent clauses
· Section II = 65% (2 hrs?)
· Essay – three topics (2 based on Section 1)
· Require an thesis and an argument
Documentation
APA
· Author, date, page
· Social sciences, nursing, and sometimes businesses (depends on professor)
· Pg. 490, # 2, 3, 4, 10, 12, 18
· Sample essay pg. 526
· Need abstract in research paper
MLA
· Author, page
· English 
· Pg. 416, # 7, 8, 11, 16, 23
· Sample essay pg. 465
· Works cited: pg. 401 #7, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39
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Editing
· Are my sentences easy to read?
· Are my verbs active?
· Have I avoided clichés and jargon?
· Have I been careful with agreement?
· Sentence fragments and comma splices
· Modifiers placed properly
· Sentences overlong and confusing
· Have I integrated quotations smoothly and documented them correctly?
· Have I checked to make certain that paraphrases have been altered enough?
· Have I used proper APA or MLA format?
· If an author is in References or Works Cited, they must also be in the essay
Proofreading
· Is every word spelled and capitalized incorrectly?
· Did I leave out any words?
· Is my punctuation correct?  commas, possessives
· Have I addressed the reader as “you”?
Midterm Problems
· “You”
· Thesis statements are not at the end of the introduction
· Thesis statements that are confusing  make sure they are clear
· Vague points that do not have examples
· Lack of transitions between paragraphs
· Lack of logical organization


EXAM
· Thursday, December 10
· 7:00pm – 10:00pm
· Room DMS 1150
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