Christian ethics
· Distinguished as Christian on the basis of the sources of ethical wisdom to which one appeals.
· Early Christian communities
· never considered that they had received a complete code of morality to deal with every situation
· must discover what its moral response should be in the face of specific moral problems
· Point of reference?
· Jesus Christ (oral tradition)
· The demands he makes on those who follow him
· The early Christians also drew on the Hebrew scriptures and eventually on the New Testament.
· The Bible has a variety of ethical perspectives.
· We see tensions within scripture that gives rise to creative thought concerning morality.
· Several tensions exist:
a. between materialism and the life of the Spirit,
b. between universalism and group identity,
c. between grace and law,
d. between revelation and reason.

Deontological
(from Greek word: deon which means duty or obligation)
Seeks to establish the law, duty, right, or obligation in question on the basis of the intrinsic aspects of an act rather than on its consequences.
Approaches the question, “What ought I to do?” by first asking, “What is the law?” or “What is my duty?”


Ends and Means
· Ethic of consequences:  (teleology)
· Focus = the results of a situation
· Ethic of principle:  (deontology)
· Focus = the principles or rules that guide our actions
· Christians must act in an imperfect and sinful world in which, not infrequently, the possibilities of action or inaction all seem, in different ways, morally questionable. Harmless activity may not be harmless.
· Some insist: "the higher and more noble an end is, the more it justifies any means used in achieving it."
· Others insist: "In moral matters, the means affects the end; i.e., the means are not morally indifferent, and a sharp distinction between means and ends is never possible."
· "The different routes often lead to different places."

Ethical Absolutes
An absolute value or good is one that maintains its validity under any and every circumstance.
Three arguments against:
· There is no objectivity or universality to moral judgements, nor any unified human nature.
· Rules are relative to a geographical time and place.
· The problems of legalism and moralism.

Free Will and Determinism
· Believers in free will
· At least some human actions are the result of the free rational choice of humans.
· Supporters of determinism
· All human behaviour is due to the operation of causes similar to those which determine the course of events in the natural world.
· Various forms of determinism:
· Physical and chemical
· Sociological
· Economic
· Theological
· The human will is so disabled by sin that it cannot choose good except through the supervention of grace. (Determinism)
· The human person has the capacity to develop and grow, and so has the capacity to choose good over evil. (Freedom.)

Natural Law
· Moral duties can be ascertained by reflection on human nature.
· God's plan for us is built into our nature by God's creation of us.
· Based on Romans 2:14-16:  a law written in our hearts.
· Using our reason to reflect on our human nature, we can discover both:
1. the specific ends toward which we tend
2. the general end for which God created us.
· Revelation not necessary for moral knowledge
· When we have discovered these ends, it is then possible to determine the means required to achieve them. For Aquinas,
· this understanding of God’s plan for us,
· built into our nature by God’s act of creation
· is natural law.

New Testament Ethics
· An ethic of human response
· to the God’s action in the establishment of the promised kingdom
· which comes about in the person and work of Jesus.
Central theme of Jesus' message:
· "The kingdom of God is at hand…" (Mark 1:14),
· accompanied by the summons to
· Repentance
· Obedience to divine will (discipleship).
· The two great commandments in the New Testament:
· love of God
· love of neighbour.
· Characteristics of New Testament ethics or the ethics of Jesus:
· Priority of love over other virtues,
· Morality not prescribed in a rigid manner,
· The use of parables or stories to teach ethical behaviour.

Norms
· Guides to being and doing, particularly guides to types of action that are right or wrong, obligatory or permitted.
· The language of norms is general and encompasses such other language as ideals, laws, standards, principles, and rules.
What is the strength or weight of a norm?
· Absolute: it cannot be overridden under any circumstances, and it has priority over all other rules with which it might come into conflict.
· prima facie: there is always a strong moral reason for acting in accord with this rule, but this reason may not always be decisive. Even though the rule is always morally relevant, it may sometimes yield to stronger rules.
· Relative: a mere maxim or rule of thumb that illuminates but does not prescribe what ought to be done.

Relativism in Ethics
· What is right or wrong, good or bad, for a person varies in relation to the cultural group to which he or she belongs.
· No standard or objective morality is applicable to all human beings.
· What actually is right differs in different contexts.

Teleological
(from Greek word: telos which means end or goal)
Constructing something with an end in view.
Primary concern is determining which action will bring about the goal being sought.
Therefore, approaches the question, “What ought I to do?” by first asking, “What is my goal?”

Value and Value Judgements
· What exactly is a value?
· How do we make judgements about it?
· Subjectivist position:
· Value is constituted by the feelings aroused in the person.
· Value does not reside in the object, but depends instead on the subjective response.
· Two criticisms of this position:
1. The value does not come into existence when we attend to it.
2. Sometimes what attracts human interest turns out to be bad.
· Objectivist position:    
· Value denotes characteristics of objects.
· These values belong to the objects themselves, and are discovered by the mind sensitive to their existence.
· Judgement of value embraces:
· not only the basic assertion of values, or goods as values,
· [bookmark: _GoBack]but also the application of the standards implied to individual situations, actions, and objects.
