September 11, 2012
SOCI 2445 – Deviance
What is Deviance?


· Historically, deviance was assumed to be because of demons, black magic, possession etc, called Demonology. 
· Relativistic deviance – rule breaking
· Deviance is due to physiological differentiations that vary from the normative human body.  Ex. Skull sizes and shapes “Criminal Man”
· Deviance as dangerous behavior – Viewing people as harmless or dangerous by their actions. 
· Pathological behavior – Disease like symptoms, mental illness.  Society as a body, those who are deviant become pathogens.  Emile Durkheim said that crime exists in every society. It is normal.  Crime becomes pathological when the states resources cannot contain it.
· Minorities in groups become deviant.  Majority becomes the norm.
· Deviance clarifies rules, (Ex. Woman waking around topless), challenges the existing status quo/boundary maintenance (Ex. Occupy Wall St) Deviance as relativistic behavior – rule breaking.  Deviance also tests rules and challenges validity (Ex. Mergenthaler and abortion)
· Deviance provides solidarity and cohesiveness.  Ex. Pot smokers as outsiders to society, society as outsiders to pot smokers. Ex. Gay Pride parades.  Raises the value of conformity.
· SCAPEGOATING – often it does not matter who is convicted as long as someone is.  Deflect attention form others.
· NORMS – vary across societies, and change with populations.
· All crimes are deviant, but not all acts of deviance are crime.

· Deviance will vary over time. Deviance is not always negative, it can be positive.  It has latent (not intended, happens later) functions.  Ways to deal with deviance changes.  Ex. Laws change to depict what is deviant or no longer deviant – smoking indoors.
· What is deviant depends on who commits the act, and who has been harmed by it. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Rules are only enforced when there are certain consequences.  Ex. Citizen vs. police officer seeing a speeding car
· By imposing a label on someone who is deviant, one is automatically excluded from society, such as being an ex-con. May be seen as being morally inferior.  However, deviance is an essentializing label – whoever is labeled can develop the traits  and attributes of the label though social stigmas.
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