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Men are pioneers, Astronauts are explorers

	T.S. Eliot once said “we shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time.” (Elliot, Sect V, Line 26-29, Little Gidding). It is also a widely held belief that “exploration is the engine that drives innovation and that innovation drives growth” (Edith Widder). Exploration is the key to ensuring the constant and consistent development of the human race and serves as a means to reach new heights that will benefit all. . To expand is to begin to understand and grasp, and that is exemplified by space exploration. Space exploration leads to the development of several technological advancements, which, in turn, can create breakthroughs that can assist with the elimination of poverty, diseases, pollution, and war. To achieve those goals proper funding is mandatory for proper growth and expansion, however, in today's economic landscape, space exploration is considered a luxury and, therefore, relegated to the back ground in order to fund other needs.  The cost of space exploration, although significant, is a fraction of what is spent on other institutions, including and most pointedly military spending. Also, it is in Humanity’s best interest that a significant portion of the public money that taxpayers pay every year is allocated to the advancement of space exploration. Some of the most important developments of the last century were a direct result of putting a man on the moon; i.e. a social, environmental and economic impact. This leap in human exploration could be the reason that modern day issues that continue to plague the world may finally become a thing of the past, while at the same time leading humankind to heights that have never been reached before.
.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Humanity itself is based off of one crucial aspect and that is the aspect of persistence. Without persistence humanity would not exist. Life, fire, food, shelter, technology, would not be if not for exploration, because if exploration did not exist than humans themselves would cease to exist. Humans have a deep and profound need to understand and acquire knowledge, as well as an instinct to strive to explore and create. By knowing, we understand, by exploring the unknown we expand our horizons to many possible outcomes and understandings. The funding of space exploration and research is a permanent survival plan rather than a temporary solution because remaining the same and continuing to do the same will lead to natural order taking effect, and humanity itself being wiped out. The environment around us and our surroundings have continuously changed and evolved and, therefore, humans face issues that are constantly evolving and that take many forms such as poverty, disease, famine, drought, pollution, territorial control and/or war. Space exploration is the most suitable, if not the most reliable, investment to ensure humanity's survival, and that exploration could possibly ensure humanity's survival. Mankind has experienced severe global warming and climate change. Many scientists believe that we have crossed the threshold and are past the point of no return. This can be seen through the annual rising temperatures globally, the melting of the polar ice caps, and rising sea levels; Hurricane Irma is a case of such devastations. The Earth is becoming more and more unstable and conditions have become increasingly more devastating, the full effect of humanity’s impact on the environment is still unknown. Humans have faced devastation and will continue to do so increasingly. Funding space exploration with the public’s money won’t prevent disasters from occurring, but funding will be a way to ensure that humans always have a chance to fight rather than inevitable failure. The primary goal of all people everywhere is to ensure the survival of the human race and to prevent human extinction at all costs.

In present day North America, funding for space exploration is costly and consists of a large budget. Although space exploration funding does cost quite a bit, it is still more cost friendly than funding for military across both Canada and the USA. For instance, in 2017, military funding costs are well over $800 billion/annually, as opposed to the space exploration funding which is approximately $16.8 billion/annually. Warfare is unnecessary, funding space exploration is substantially more suitable. In July, 1969, man took its first step onto the Moon. The Apollo program cost an estimated $176 billion from its inception in 1962 to the last Apollo mission in 1972, less than a quarter of the money spent in one year on National Defense in North America. NASA is credited with creating over 6300 inventions that are used in everyday life. This includes but is not limited to; cordless tools, smoke detectors, and even the computer microchip, the basis of most technological devices in use today. Economically and socially the Apollo missions are credited with the $176 billion dollars that were spent in a ten year span not only created countless trillions of dollars, but it also enormously shaped the world we live in today for the better, from computers, to cell phones to the internet and much, much more. Through further space exploration, Scientists could invent any number of possibilities, from cures to diseases to sustainable ways of growing crops in uninhabitable places. Stronger financial support for space exploration can have a drastic impact on future generations for the foreseeable future.

Space exploration is a crucial part of humanity's future because it not only could profoundly influence science and development in all aspects of life, but it could quite possible save the entire human race. Properly funding space exploration using public money is an extremely smart way to use public funds, as the results of the scientific breakthroughs will directly and positively impact the taxpayers who provided those funds in the first place. It will also ensure the continued growth, development and prosperity of future generations. Most importantly, space exploration gives the human race not just a chance to survive what the future has in store, but to thrive and adapt to whatever horizons the world will eventually have to face. There is a reason humans have a thirst for knowledge and a curiosity that exceeds any imagination. From the dawn of human thought, people have looked to the stars with wonder and amazement and a deep desire to understand what they see in the night sky. The desire to explore space will not only help humankind to grow and develop new science that will benefit the world, but space exploration could also save humankind itself. 

