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Diplomacy, Arms Control, Peacekeeping & Sanctions

©Nigmendra Narain
 
Conflict Management 
• Most conflicts in global politics are resolved without/ahead of violence 
• Various techniques exist for preventing, managing and ending conflicts 
Diplomacy 
• Specific type of activity in global politics 
• Usually involves: 
o Professional diplomats 
o Purposeful communication between states 
o Representation of a state, and its position/interests 
o Protocols and formalities concerning specific aspects, e.g. credentials 
• Due to growth of problems & states, simple diplomat-to-diplomat engagement is 
being complemented by other diplomacies 
o Efficiency 
o Expertise related to science, local geography & culture, etc. 
• Multilateral diplomacy many states representatives
• Conference diplomact thematic agendas: one key issue solved
• “Para-diplomacy” government sub-agencies negotiate; not main ones (agri, heritage, industry)
• Track-Two diplomacy forum for gov’t and non-gov’t unofficial discussion
• Summit diplomacy government leaders meet to discuss matter and sign agreements
• Some diplomatic techniques: 
o Signalling speeches, symbols etc.
o Bargaining & Negotiation 
o Third-Party Mediation outside, non-involved party.
Arms Control 
• Arms Control v. Disarmament 
o Disarmament: reduce and eliminate weapons > eliminate war = 
weapons>eliminate war=transformative  
o Arms Control: reduce, regulate and stabilize weapons > prevent war = 
mangerial 
• 	Seeks to prevent proliferation & banning/reduction of particular weapons 
• Key US-USSR/Russia treaties: SALT, START, SORT, ABM 
	affect the largest arsenals
	usually drastic reductions of old weapons
• Key international treaties: NPT, CTBT, CWC, BWC, Ottawa Protocol/Landmines, 
MTCR 
• Criticisms: 
o Verification: Self? Trust each other External? Both sides Criteria? Debated, compromised 
o War break easily; “the tough get going”
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o Knowledge never can be banned 
o Agree to obsolete weapons, etc. Cuban missile crisis
o Bind signatories, not non-signatories India and Pakistan and NPT; Iran and NPT
o Does not reduce investment in technology & education development of newer weapons is non pre-banned
o Leaders believe it compromises their security 
o Discriminatory kepps southern states from developing indigenous capacity; vulnerable to western weapons; assumes west is superior
o Final arbiter in global conflicts: armed protection 
International Organizations 
• Play an important role in all aspects 
• Communication: debating forum; reduce misunderstanding; options 
• Rewards & threats 
• Verifiers & adjudicators 
• Legitimate actions & agreements 
• Constraint unilateralism or problematic states 
• Promote a norm or principle 
Regional Organizations 
• Benefits: 
o Regional peace and stability 
o Stake in local matters 
o Resources already there and active 
o Relationship with local leaders, rebels, states, etc. 
o ‘Local solutions’ may be more likely to be accepted 
o Fewer states so fewer disagreements 
• Problems: 
o Pursue own interests 
o Shield from broader international community scrutiny 
o Protect locals, allies, etc., and may have previous involvement 
o Insufficient rewards or punishments 
o Lack resources and military capabilities 
o May be seen by the locals with suspicion 
Peacekeeping 
• UN is one of many peacekeeping organizations in the world now 
• UN peacekeeping: 
o Coined in 1956 
o 1948-2008: 63 missions 
• Traditional peacekeeping: 
o Impartiality 
o Self-defence only 
o Consent of parties 
o Keeping the peace 
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o Militaries 
o Authorization 
o Member states’ forces 
o Nonterritoriality 
• 3rd-generation peacekeeping: 
o Increased size of forces 
o Within states 
o Regardless of consent 
o Hostile environments 
o Use of force 
o Mission tasks’ expansion 
o State re-building 
Sanctions 
• Government actions directed at another state to deprive that state of political, 
diplomatic, economic, etc., interaction, input and role in bilateral relations, and 
global relations generally 
• Aims include: 
o Compliance or behaviour change 
o Regime change 
o Deterrence 
• Sanctions are a passive behaviour modification technique with low rates of 
success 
o Sanctioned state finds alternatives 
o Sanctioned state’s elites remain unaffected 
o States, corporations, NGOs, etc., undercut sanctions for various reasons 
o Sanctioned state is usually unimportant/irrelevant to the sanctioning 
state(s) 
o Criteria for being sanctioned or having sanctions lifted is usually vague 
o Does IL reflect the cultural practices of particular societies/states?
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