[bookmark: _GoBack]I have chosen to discuss fines as a sentencing option for the purpose of this assignment. In the Criminal Code of Canada, the law in regards to fines can be found in s. 734(1) & (2). It is important to mention that the Criminal Code does not limit the size of any fine however, as mentioned later, a fine must have some sense of proportionality to the crime committed and there must be some criteria that the offender must meet to be sanctioned with this sentencing option. 
To begin, there are a few conditions set in place that allow judges to impose this sentence. Firstly, the offender must be found guilty. The use of fines is a very popular sentencing option and it can be imposed in three ways; if the punishment does not have a minimum imprisonment sanction, it can be stand-alone option or it could be an addition on top of any other possible sanction imposed. To give an example of option 2, a judge could order a sentence of probation as well as an additional fine. The last options can be imposed on top of a minimum sentence of imprisonment. Section 734 (1) would require the court to clearly set out the amount owed, the method of payment and the deadline to pay the fine. The court must ensure that the offender understands all criterions. All fines payed by offenders is money put into the government of Canada. 
As for subsection 2, of section 734, there are limits in which the judge can and should impose this sanction as a sentence. The judge must inquire into the ability of the offender to pay the fine. It is necessary for the judge to feel satisfied that the offender is able to pay this fine or else an alternative sanction would be imposed. The result of an unpaid fine could lead to further complications and possibly even lead to a sentence of imprisonment after all. 
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