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In Canada, it is reported that 74% of Canadian citizens say that they know a member in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgender (LGBT) community (Carlson, 2012). If this is the case, why then does shaming still occur against people in this community?  In order to stop the shaming process, Canadians need to be educated to stop marginalizing this group. Society as a whole has to let go of conservative thoughts about sexuality and show that this group of people are significant members of today's society. Furthermore, we have to pay more attention to the fact that this community not only consists of white men and women; there are diverse cultures and races within the LGBT community who are discriminated against more than white gays. As Canadian citizens we need to realize that we possess the power to overcome our own self privilege in order to disavow the shaming mechanism that society uses to shame members in the LGBT community. Examples through history, social media, and collected data in the LGBT community have allowed for the creation of a hierarchal status for individuals to use shaming as a mechanism to allow for the marginalization of the LGBT community.
	The preconceived notion of what a “normal” relationship should look like started from Michael Foucault (Mandell, Johnson, 2017). “Normal” relationships have, for a long time, been defined as heterosexual. Putting words like “normal” beside same-sex relationships has distorted people with traditional values define relationships. This negligent wording allows for shaming and discrimination to occur against LGBT communities around the world. Now because of this, when it comes to the LGBT communities, societies have been wired to believe same-sex relationships are evil. Gays have been tormented for centuries by authoritative establishments who are thought to be superior to the LGBT community and do not value their rights, specifically churches and governments (Morris, 2017) Morris gives and example of this 
Where homosexual activity or deviance from established gender roles/dress was banned by law or traditional custom, such	 condemnation might be communicated through sensational public trials, exile, medical warnings and language from the pulpit. These paths of persecution entrenched homophobia for centuries—but also alerted entire populations to the existence of difference. (Morris, 2017) 

The degrading actions of these establishments has contributed to the stigma against the LGBT community and made it seem as if it was ok for people to shame the LGBT community. Society has been conditioned to believe that the LGBT community should be isolated and shunned from society. These past theories of what a “normal” relationship should look like has created a belief that the allowance for shaming of the LGBT community should continue to occur to create a hierarchal status over the LGBT community. 
	People who are disassociated with the LGBT community do not consider that other members within the community face more discrimination—not only because of their sexuality, but due to their race or religion.   Society does not observe the LGBT community with an intersectional lens. There is a minority within a minority who has been shamed within this community. According to research by FS, “80% of black men, 70% of Asian men and 75% of south Asian men have experienced racism on the gay scene.” (Jones, 2016). This group of different races is being intersectionalized, due to the fact that white members of the LGBT community are unconsciously braced by the privilege that is inherent in our society and have popularized depictions of the LGBT community. People of different races are facing these negative occurrences first-hand. Examples of this come from data searches that have been commonly noticed through online dating sites. An enormous amount of accounts on these same-sex dating sites either say “no Asians” or “no black people”, by excluding these races it creates a minority with in a minority (Jones, 2016). Due to the racial preferences on these online dating sites it creates a shaming process within this minority.  Through what was just previously stated, the LGBT community has to be observed with an intersectional lens to understand there are even more marginalized groups in this community. 
To further examine the intersectionality within the LGBT community, a recent study was done called the “2016 Cooperative Congressional Election Survey”. It was comprised of 64,000 interviews with approximately 5000 individuals who identify as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender, who have been questioned on the topic of racism. In this survey, they have found that “LGBT people generally and white gay and bisexual men hold more progressive racial attitudes than others” (Flores, n.d).   However, racial minorities feel as though white members of the LGBT community are granted more advantages because of the color of their skin. Due to this intersectionality between these races it causes a smaller minority with in the LGBT community. In order for society to realize the issues that occur within the LGBT community, they have to understand their own privilege to abolish this shaming mechanism that is used to marginalize the LGBT community, and racial minorities within the community.
	Many individuals are raised to believe that the LGBT community is something that should be looked upon with shame due to traditional or religious beliefs. In order for people to stop marginalizing this group, individuals have to first understand their own privilege. This can be anything from being racist, sexist, or homophobic. People have to learn how to reject these notions and understand that the LGBT community is a complex group facing multiple levels of shaming within it   As for myself, I was born into a world that treated me well. I have and still live with white privilege. However, in order to overcome my own self-privilege, I had to realize my own privilege and deal with the guilt brought upon me. However, a quote by Michael Kaufman reads “Guilt is profoundly a conservative emotion and as such is not particularly useful for bringing about change. From a position of insecurity and guilt, people do not change or inspire others to change.” (Kauffman,1994, p47).  Michael Kauffman is telling us guilt is just an emotion. Instead of frowning upon our guilt individuals have to overturn our guilt into actions. This can happen by partaking in volunteer programs or even jobs that face issues that you want to inspire to change.  In order to stop the marginalization of the LGBT community, the community has to be looked at with an intersectional lens to dismantle the shaming mechanism that allows for the hierarchal status over the LGBT community to exist today.
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