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Introduction to Studying the Social Sciences: 
Conflict Studies and Human Rights
SCS1150 K
Dr Rachel Kerr
Fall, 2012
COURSE OUTLINE

Class schedule:
Monday, 1130-1300





Thursday, 1300-1430
Room
SMD 428
Professor’s office hours: 
Thursday, 9-12





Office FSS3024





Phone 613-983-3583
E-mail:
rkerr@uottawa.ca 

Any questions sent by email should receive a response within two business days or during the following class if taken place within the 48 hours following receipt of the email. Note that the professor reserves the right not to answer an email if the level of language used is inadequate.
Teaching assistants:

Stephanie Needham

sneed065@uottawa.ca
On virtual campus:


Yes
OFFICIAL COURSE DESCRIPTION

Develop the basic skills to facilitate the acquisition of personal and discipline-based knowledge pertaining to social sciences. Locating pertinent information both in the library and through computer-based resources. Develop the capacity to understand the structure of a text, draw out the author's hypotheses and discuss the value of the argument proposed. Develop abilities in being able to read critically, in written and oral communications and in expressing one's ideas logically.
COURSE THEME

This course examines social science debates about conflict studies and human rights.  It provides an introduction to the key themes and schools of thought on the causes of war and conditions of peace through critical engagement with key texts. In the first half of the course, we examine competing explanations for the causes of war, including Realism, Liberalism, the politics of identity, economics and the competition for resources and humanitarian intervention.  In the second half of the course, we consider aspects of the consequences of war and the conditions for sustainable peace, with a focus on the protection and promotion of human rights, including international humanitarian law and the protection of civilians in armed conflict, peacekeeping and peacebuilding, and post-conflict justice.  We end by considering the future of conflict studies and human rights in the 21st Century in the context of US hegemony and the Global War on Terror.
GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES

Enable the student to reflect on and develop a critical perspective on social phenomena. By examining a specific theme and its causes, consequences and the roles of the players involved, the student will be encouraged to reflect on this theme through individual and group activities.

SPECIFIC COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Develop written and oral communication skills in the student’s primary language

· Introduce the student to contemporary issues in the discipline of study
· Develop the student’s abilities to analyse and synthesize

· Develop the student’s research capabilities to:

· Carry out a simple research assignment using the appropriate tools

· Find the necessary information

· Work independently

· Develop the student’s capacity to converse with others.
Teaching methods

The course will be taught through a series of lectures, guest lectures and workshops.  
ASSESSMENT METHODS

There will be five (5) components to the evaluation:

1. A 400-600-word summary of a text (week 5)

2. An outline and annotated reference list (week 7)

3. A 2,000-2,500-word term paper (week 10)

4. An oral presentation (10 minutes) (weeks 10-12)

5. A final exam (weeks 13-14)
Components of Final Mark

	Evaluation format
	Weight
	Date

	Summary
	15%
	Week 5, 5 Oct 2012

	Outline and annotated bibliography
	20%
	Week 7, 19 Oct 2012

	Term paper
	25%
	Week 10, 9 Nov 2012

	Oral presentation
	10%
	In class, weeks 10-12

	Final exam
	30%
	During exam period, 7-20 Dec 2012


Please note:

· Students are required to meet the professor three times during the semester (in weeks 3-4, 5-6 and 10-11).
· The specified readings for each week are mandatory.

· The text to be summarised is to be selected from the list provided by the professor (below).
· The term paper is an argumentative text of 2,000-2,500 words. Your topic must be approved by the professor.  
Suggested list of questions for term paper:

1. Which of the various definitions of peace do you prefer, and why?

2. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of the field of peace and conflict studies?

3. Assess the strengths and weaknesses of statistical tools such as the Global Peace Index and/or the Correlates of War project.

4. Which is preferable – an unjust peace or a just war?

5. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of psychological versus structural explanations for war.

6. What are the main challenges for external actors in building sustainable peace in the aftermath of violent conflict?

7. What do the terms ‘conflict resolution’, ‘conflict management’ and ‘conflict transformation’ mean?

8. To what extent are all war crimes trials a form of ‘victors’ justice’?

9. What is the ‘Responsibility to Protect?

10. Should we be more worried about ‘old’ or ‘new’ security challenges in the 21st Century?

	Policy on language quality and late submissions

Class attendance is necessary to successfully complete this course.

You will also be judged on your writing abilities. It is recommended to take the appropriate measures to avoid mistakes such as spelling, syntax, punctuation, inappropriate use of terms, etc. You may be penalized up to 15%, to the professor’s discretion.

Late submissions are not tolerated. Exceptions are made only for illness or other serious situations deemed as such by the professor. There will be a penalty for late submissions. University regulations require all absences from exams and all late submissions due to illness to be supported by a medical certificate. 
Absence for any other serious reason must be justified in writing, to the academic assistants of the Faculty, within five business days following the date of the exam or submission of an assignment. The Faculty reserves the right to accept or refuse the reason. Reasons such as travel, jobs, or any misreading of the examination timetable are not acceptable. 
In the case of illnesses, medical certificates are accepted. However, the Faculty who needs additional information concerning a medical certificate or who wants to verify its authenticity must send it to the University of Ottawa Health Services (located at 100 Marie-Curie). 
A penalty of 5% will be given for each subsequent day following the due date (weekends not included). This goes for assignments submitted through e-mail as well, and, in this case, the time that the e-mail was received will be counted as the time of submission of the document. 

We suggest that you advise your professor as early as possible if a religious holiday or a religious event will force you to be absent during an evaluation.



COURSE SCHEDULE 

	DATE
	COURSE/READINGS
	WORKSHOPS
	ASSIGNMENTS/
MEETINGS

	Week 1
5 Sep
	Introduction to the course
Read syllabus
	Virtual Campus
	

	Week 2
10-13 Sep
	1. What is Conflict Studies and Human Rights?
Webel and Johansen, chapters 1 and 2 (pp. 10-35).
	Campus Tour (13 Sep)
Choosing a topic for your term paper
	

	Week 3
17-20 Sep
	2. Causes of war
Webel and Johansen, chapters 15-23 (pp. 159-99).
	Library Tour (17 Sep)

Taking good notes/time-management 
	1st meeting: choice of topic

	Week 4
24-27 Sep
	3. Conditions of peace
Webel and Johansen, chapters 3-6; 7-11 (pp. 36-88; 89-117).
	How to read

Summarizing a text
	1st meeting: choice of topic

	Week 5
1-4 Oct
	4. Conflict dynamics
Webel and Johansen, chapters 24-26 (pp. 208-233).

Guest lecture: Identity, war and violence (Professor Desrosiers, Thu 4 Oct)
	Careers service presentation (4 Oct)

Steps in a written assignment
	Summary (15%)

	Week 6
8-11 Oct


	5. Ethics and intervention

ICISS Report : The Responsibility to Protect (online at http://www.responsibilitytoprotect.org/index.php/publications 
Read During READING WEEK!!!!
(no class 8 Oct)
	Plagiarism/References and Bibliography 


	2nd meeting: outline and bibliography

	Week 7
15-18 Oct
	6. Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Webel and Johansen, chapters 35-38 (pp. 331-403).

	Effective Internet Research
	2nd meeting: outline and bibliography 
Outline and annotated bibliography (20%)

	Week 8
22-25 Oct
	Reading week 
	
	

	Week 9

29 Oct- 1 Nov
	7. Transitional Justice and Human Rights

Webel and Johansen, chapters 27, 39-41 (pp. 234-246; 403-434).
Also review chapter 4, pp. 46-64 and consult the website for the Transitional Justice Database Project at: http://www.tjdbproject.com/
Guest lecture: Human Rights and International Law (Professor Petrasek, Mon 29 Oct) 
	Statistical tables
	

	Week 10
5-8 Nov
	8. War and International Order in the 21st Century

John Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics, chapter 10 ‘Great Power Politics in the Twenty-first Century), pp. 360-402 [photocopy to be handed out in class].
Guest lecture: Canadian Security and Defence Policy (Professor Legassé, Thu 8 Nov)
	How to do an oral presentation
	3rd meeting: oral presentation

Term paper (25%)

	Week 11

12-15 Nov
	Oral presentations
	
	3rd meeting: oral presentation

Oral presentation (10%)

	Week 12

19-22 Nov
	Oral presentations
	
	Oral presentation (10%)

	Week 13

26-29 Nov


	Oral presentations
	
	Oral presentation (10%)

	Week 14

3 Dec
	Exam review
	
	

	Exam period

7-20 Dec
	
	
	Final exam (30%)


COURSE MATERIALS 

Textbook: Charles P. Webel and Jorgen Johansen, Peace and Conflict Studies: A Reader (London: Routledge, 2012).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Below you will find a list of some recent and some older more classic texts in the field of Peace/War/Conflict Studies and Human Rights.  In addition to the course textbook, these will be helpful in guiding you to more specific readings.  Those marked with an asterisk (*) may be selected as the text for your 400-600-word summary (due week 5).

Please consult with me if you are having difficulty finding materials.  It is a vast area of study and I have listed here only a small selection of the many books available.  You should also consult relevant journals and I have listed the most prominent academic journals in the field below.
Arendt, Hannah, On Violence (New York: Harcourt Bruce Jovanovich, 1970).

Barash, David P. and Charles Webel, Peace and Conflict Studies (London: Sage, 2002).

Baylis John, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens, The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to International Relations (5th edition) (Oxford: OUP, 2011).

Booth, Ken and Tim Dunne, Worlds in Collision: Terror and the Future of Global Order (London: Palgrave, 2002).

Brown, Michael E. (ed), Ethnic Conflict and International Security (Princeton, NJ: Princeton UP, 1993).
*Chesterman, Simon, Just War or Just Peace (Oxford: OUP, 2001).

Collins, Alan, Contemporary Security Studies (Oxford: OUP, 2007).

Doyle, Michael W., Liberal Peace: Selected Essays (London: Routledge, 2011).

Dunne, Tim and Nicholas Wheeler (eds), Human Rights in Global Politics (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1999).

*Elshtain, Jean-Bethke, Just war against terror: the burden of American power in a violent world (New York: Basic Books, 2003).
*Evans, Gareth, The Responsibility to Protect (Washington, DC: Brookings, 2008).

Freedman, Lawrence (ed.), War: A Reader (Oxford: OUP, 1994).

Galtung, Johan, ‘Twenty-five years of Peace Research: Ten Challenges and Some Responses’, Journal of Peace Research 22/2 (1985): 141-58.

Galtung, Johan, Essays in Peace Research (Copenhagen: Ejlers, 1975).

Hayner, Priscilla, Unspeakable Truths (2nd edition) (London: Routledge, 2011).

Hazan, Pierre, Judging War, Judging History (Stanford, CA: Stanford UP, 2010).

Howard, Michael, The Causes of War (Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1983).

Howard, Michael, War and the Liberal Conscience (London: Temple Smith, 1978).

*Kaldor, Mary, New and Old Wars (Cambridge: Polity, 1999).

King, Charles, Extreme Politics (Oxford: OUP, 2010).

Lederach, John Paul, Building Peace: Sustainable Reconciliation in Divided Societies (Washington, DC: USIP Press, 1997).

*Mearsheimer, John, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 2001).

Mertus, Julie, Human Rights and Conflict (Washington, DC: USIP, 2006).

Mills, Nicolaus and Kira Brunner (eds), The new killing fields: massacre and the politics of intervention (New York: Basic Books, 2002).

Minow, Martha, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1998).

Paris, Roland, At War’s End: Building Peace after Civil Conflict (Cambridge: CUP, 2004).

Ramsbotham, Oliver, Tom Woodhouse and Hugh Miall, Contemporary Conflict Resolution (2nd edition) (Cambridge: Polity, 2005).

Richmond, Oliver, The Transformation of Peace (New York and London: Palgrave, 2007).

*Smith, Rupert, The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World (London: Penguin, 2006).

Sriram, Chandra Lekha, John C. King, Julie A. Mertus, Olga Martin-Ortega, Johanna Herman, Surviving Field Research (London: Routledge, 2009).

Tickner, J. Ann, Gendering world politics : issues and approaches in the post-Cold War era (New York: Columbia UP, 2001).
*Van Creveld, Martin, The Transformation of War (New York: Free Press, 1991).

*Waltz, Kenneth, Man, the State and War (New York: Columbia UP, 1959).

*Walzer, Michael, Just and Unjust Wars (New York: Basic Books, 1992).

Wheeler, Nicholas, Saving Strangers (Oxford: OUP, 2000).

*Zakaria, Fareed, The Future of Freedom (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., 2003).

Selected Journals
Conflict Studies

Human Rights Quarterly

Human Rights Review

International Peacekeeping

International Relations

International Security

Journal of Peace Research

Peace and Conflict Studies

Peace Review

Security Dialogue

Security Studies

Survival

	Resources for you

Mentoring Centre - http://www.sciencessociales.uottawa.ca/mentor/fra/ 

The goal of the Mentoring Centre is to help students with their academic and social well being during their time at the University of Ottawa. Regardless of where a student stands academically, or how far along they are in completing their degree, the mentoring centre is there to help students continue on their path to success.

A student may choose to visit the mentoring centre for very different reasons. Younger students may wish to talk to their older peers to gain insight into programs and services offered by the University, while older student may simply want to brush up on study and time management skills or learn about programs and services for students nearing the end of their degree.

In all, the Mentoring Centre offers a place for students to talk about concerns and problems that they might have in any facet of their lives. While students are able to voice their concerns and problems without fear of judgment, mentors can garner further insight in issues unique to students and find a more practical solution to better improve the services that the Faculty of Social Sciences offers, as well as the services offered by the University of Ottawa.

Academic Writing Help Centre - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/

At the AWHC you will learn how to identify, correct and ultimately avoid errors in your writing and become an autonomous writer. In working with our Writing Advisors, you will be able to acquire the abilities, strategies and writing tools that will enable you to:

· Master the written language of your choice 

· Expand your critical thinking abilities 
· Develop your argumentation skills 

· Learn what the expectations are for academic writing 

Career Services - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/careers/

Career Services offers various services and a career development program to enable you to recognize and enhance the employability skills you need in today's world of work. 

Counselling Service- http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/personal/

There are many reasons to take advantage of the Counselling Service. We offer:

· Personal counselling
· Career counselling
· Study skills counselling
Access Service - http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/acces/

The Access Service contributes to the creation of an inclusive environment by developing strategies and implementing measures that aim to reduce the barriers to learning for students who have learning disabilities, health, psychiatric or physical conditions.

Student Resources Centres - http://www.communitylife.uottawa.ca/en/resources.php

The Student Resources Centres aim to fulfill all sorts of students needs.  




	Beware of Academic Fraud!

Academic fraud is an act committed by a student to distort the marking of assignments, tests, examinations, and other forms of academic evaluation. Academic fraud is neither accepted nor tolerated by the University. Anyone found guilty of academic fraud is liable to severe academic sanctions.


Here are a few examples of academic fraud:
· engaging in any form of plagiarism or cheating; 

· presenting falsified research data; 

· handing in an assignment that was not authored, in whole or in part, by the student; 

· submitting the same assignment in more than one course, without the written consent of the professors concerned.

In recent years, the development of the Internet has made it much easier to identify academic plagiarism. The tools available to your professors allow them to trace the exact origin of a text on the Web, using just a few words.

In cases where students are unsure whether they are at fault, it is their responsibility to consult the University’s Web site at the following address: http://www.socialsciences.uottawa.ca/eng/writing_tools.asp « Tools for Writing Papers and Assignments ».
Persons who have committed or attempted to commit (or have been accomplices to) academic fraud will be penalized. Here are some examples of the academic sanctions, which can be imposed:

· a grade of « F » for the assignment or course in question;

· an additional program requirement of between 3 and 30 credits;

· suspension or expulsion from the Faculty.

Last session, most of the students found guilty of fraud were given an « F » for the course and had between three and twelve credits added to their program requirement.

For more information, refer to:

http://www.uottawa.ca/academic/info/newsletter/fraud_e.html






Faculté des sciences sociales | Faculty of Social Sciences








