SOC 2309:
· Sociology of Canadian society with emphasis on citizenship
Modern societies= national societies
Membership in the nation= citizenship 
Nations, societies and citizenship= contextual, bounded
 immigration also means Canadian leaving Canada to migrate in another society
· “Social Closure” (Max Weber)
Social relationships are always open/closed in various degrees
Act of closure rarely total; on the contrary, smallest degree of closure= definition of a collectivity’s objectives (naming/identification of insiders without group closed to newcomers)
Closure motivated rationally or irrationally; for material or emotional/spiritual/”ideal” reasons: often mixed motives
Social closure can be made visible (all wear same cloths- reject those who do not look (small, act, believe) alike -> racism ideologies
Social closure can be inscribed on the land -> geographies, borders
· Wimmer: 5 layers of national
· The Nation: from “imagined” to “real”
The nation= a new idea in the 19th century that changed how we think about the world by restructuring the principles of inclusion and exclusion in society
 The nation= the output of 5 different and mutually reinforcing forms of closure guided by the same set of nationalist principles:
1. Ethno-national, cultural (&territorial) closure 
2. Legal closure-> the idea of equality before the law regardless of one’s social background: “ all members of society, poor or rich, noble or commoner, peasant or townsman, male or female, should have the same rights and duties” (Wimmer 2002:57)
Equal legal inclusion and the exercise of economic and political rights became a privilege reserved for nationals: “ only citizen o the state were allowed to choose their profession freely, to settle wherever they wanted on their national territory
3. Political closure -> the idea of “national self-determination”, i.e. the principle of national representativity defines the legitimacy of political leaders + voting rights for nationals
4. Military closure -> transformation of the armed forces’ role: “As soon as the plebs is transformed into the people and is given equal rights before the law, it is up to each and everyone to defend these rights and state’s territory against outside aggression” (Wimmer 2002:60-61)
“Conversely, soldiers from other national backgrounds, and mercenaries, are now viewed as traitors
5. Social/welfare-related closure -> reorganization of the mechanisms of solidarity: “the rise of the welfare state implying the idea of a “national community of solidarity” synonymous to 

RECAP: CANADIAN SOCIETY=NATIONALLY “IMAGINED” AND BOUNDED
· Idea of the “nation” is a new one (emerged late 18th, early 19th century)
· 5 steps of social closure: what was before, what came after?
· Relative homogeneity & relative solidarity within
· (relatively) closed membership, but borders & boundaries are porous:
· Different kind of outsiders are allowed in on different kinds of terms (stipulated in immigration policies): e.g. tourists, international students, immigrants.

Canada Immigration History 
· Canada’s immigration system: not always as open as today!
· Before 1967 :“national preference system”: white immigrants from Europe and the US preferred; “non-preferred” groups (especially Asian) were excluded through various racist/discriminatory practices; within Canada, ideology of “ Anglo-conformity”
· Reform of immigration system
Canada Immigration numbers
· Based on 2011 NHS data, 1 out of 5 people or 20.6% of the population of Canada was born outside of the country (about 6,775,800 people)
· Top 10 source countries of new immigrants (arrived between 2006-2011): Philippines (with 13.1 %)
The Point System
· Replaced “national preference” system
· Developed in 1967 and modified since then a number of times
· Currently: 6 selection factors, each with a different weight: education, official language ability, work experience, age, the existence of arranged employment, and adaptability.
· The “pass mark” for skilled workers is 67%: then you can apply, but success not guaranteed.
· Immigration officers conduct interviews with some of the applicants (however, much fewer than in the past)
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CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP
Recap: immigration policies as form of social closure
· Different categories of entry  different types of rights/ entitlements
· E.g. economic Immigrants: from “national preference” to points system (preferred education, preferred profession, employer-chosen)
· Today’s lecture: citizenship policy is also a form of social closure  but who/what is (a) Canadian = negotiation.
What is Citizenship?
· Citizenship status: membership in an exclusive club: certain entitlements/rights, certain responsibilities/duties 
· There are 3 ways to become a citizen:
 jus sanguinis (“law of the blood”
jus soli (“law of the soil”)
naturalization: ONLY permanent residents (not asylum seekers, tourists, international students, temporary foreigh workers) can apply naturalization, and only if they fulfill certain criteria
History of Citizenship in Canada 1
· The first Canadian citizenship act (1947):
 The first attempt to place “Canadians by birth” and “Canadian by choice” (i.e naturalized citizenship) on an equal legal footing
Conferred equal on both men and woman in regards to Canadian Citizenship
· The second Canadian Citizenship Act (1977)
 Eliminated the special citizenship status for British nationals
Reduced the length of residence to acquire Canadian citizenship (3 years instead of 5)
Citizenship can now be inherited from either the father or mother
Fully permitted dual or multiple citizenship 
Children born to Canadian parents living abroad can claims Canadian Citizenship before their 28th birthday
1995: from interviews with citizenship with citizenship judges to “pencil and paper” (multiple choice test, under Liberal government to reduce the cost and delays encountered.
History of Citizenship In Canada: Change under conservative government
· The 2008 amendments to the Canadian Citizenship Act (came into force into 2009)
· 1) The repatriation clause: granting citizenship to sea called “lost Canadian” (who never had or lost citizenship due to archaic stipulation in 1947 Act.
· The “first generation limitation” clause: limiting the ability to transmit citizenship through blood (jus sanguinis) to first generation born abroad
· Aim: “enhance the value and meaning of Canadian citizenship” by making “harder to get and easier to lose”
1. Policy changes (2009-2012) a more difficult naturalization process: longer study guide, language tests for citizenship @ application, proof
2. Legal changes: Strengthening Canadian Citizenship Act (June 2014)
· In part repealed by Liberals: Bill C-6
Requirements of Naturalization in Canada (if Bill C-6 passes)
· At least 18 years old
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship vs. Politics of Citizenship
· Discover Canada
 Rights:
Magna Carta: freedoms of thought, religion, peaceful assembly, association
Habeas Corpus: challenge unlawful detention by state
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms: mobility, aboriginal rights, official languages, multiculturalism
· Counter-guide
 Rights:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Magna Carta recognized catholics and protestants 
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