Chapter 4 - Socialization

[bookmark: _GoBack]What is it?
· The life long process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental and social skills needed for survival in society
Why is it important?
· It is essential for the survival and stability of society– society is most stable when we have internalized norms
· It is essential for our survival and human development 
What does it mean to be “human”?
· Being conscious of ourselves as individuals with unique identities, personalities and relationships with others
· Having ideas, emotions and values
· Having the capacity to think and to make rational decisions
Human development: Biology and Society
· Social environment probably has a greater effect than heredity on the way we develop and the way we act. In spite of this, heredity provides the basic material from which other people help to mold an individual’s human characteristics
Sociobiology: the systematic study of how biology affects social behavior.
We are products of agents of socialization that we are exposed to 
Agents of socialization:
· Persons, groups or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society.
Peer groups:
· A group of people linked by common interests, equal social position and (usually) similar age
· They contribute to our sense of belonging and our feeling of self worth
· They teach and reinforce cultural norms and “acceptable” behavior 
Mass media:
· Organizations that use print, video, audio and electronic means to communicate with lareg numbers of people
The School
Functionalist perspective:
1. Socialization or teaching students to be productive members of society
2. Transmission of culture 
3. Social control and personal development
4. The selection, training and placement of individuals on different rungs in the society
Conflict theory:
1. Students’ experience at school is defined by their social position
2. Hidden curriculum: values of competition, materialism, work over play, obedience to authority and attentiveness 
Self concept
· The totality of our beliefs and feelings about ourselves
1. The physical self (I am tall)
2. The active self (I am good at soccer)
3. The social self (I am nice to others)
4. The psychological self (I believe in world peace)

Charles Horton Cooley (1864-1929) and the looking-glass self
· Chicago School: Social Constructivism
· A person’s sense of self is derived from the perceptions of others (Looking-glass self theory)
George Herbert Mead (1863-1931) and role-taking 
· Role-taking – a person mentally assumes the role of another person in order to understand the world from that person’s point of view
· Occurs through plays and games
· Followed by role-making and role-playing
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