This is a study of people, not the stud of a country 
 
Why study the ancient Greeks? 
· University was a Greek idea 
· Most courses are Greek disciplines 
 
What is Ancient? 
· BCE = before common era 
· BC = Before Christ 
 
BCE is divided into 2 categories: 
 
1. Prehistoric 
a. Before history, before written records/contemporary sources of information 
b. Stone ages, bronze age, dark/iron age 
c. Hesiod's Pre-historic eras: 
i. Gold age 
ii. Silver age 
iii. Bronze age/heroic age 
iv. Iron age - Hesiod lived in the iron age 
2. Historic Era 
a. There are written records 
b. Archaic Age, Classical Age, Hellenistic Age 
 
· Herodotus was the first historian (450 BCE) 
· He asked questions, specifically asking why the Persians and the Greeks fought  
 
Who are the Ancient Greeks? 
· Graeci - what the Romans called them 
· Hellenes - what Greeks called themselves 
· Greeks consider themselves to be descendants of Hellen, a son of Deucalion and Pyrrha  
· These Hellenes lived in Hellas 
· Today it is the modern city of Greece 
· Hellas is filled with mountains, not great for agriculture 
· Natural resources consist of timber, and what you can get from the sea 
· Climate is hot and dry in the summer and rainy and cold in the winter 
· Hellenes occupied 3 continents 
· This allowed Greeks to adapt to many "outside" ideas which heightened their cultural awareness and allowed them to improve them 
 
Cultural Identity - Greek Glue 
 
1. Ancestry - Hellen 
2. Language - Indo-European 
3. Religion - polytheism 
4. Culture 
 
What is Civilization? - ATMMS 
 
It includes: 
· Agriculture 
· Towns  
· Monumental Buildings 
· Metallurgy - metal working 
·  System of Writing 
 
Hellenes were the 1st civilized Europeans 
 
· Who taught the Hellenes the elements of civilization? 
· Prometheus was the one to teach them civilization, it is said that he stole fire from the gods and gave it to the ancient Greeks (see page 29) 
· Prometheus also gave them a system of writing 
 
Greek Alphabet 
· Greek alphabet is phonetic  
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-historic Stone Age Hellas 
 
1. Paleolithic - Hesiod's Golden Age 
2. Mesolithic 
3. Neolithic - Hesiod's Silver Age 
 
Lithos = Stone 
 
Paleolithic Hellas 
 
· Stone tools 
· Formed by hitting flint with a harder stone and flaking off pieces of stone 
 
· Beginning of social order in the Hellas 
 
· Diet 
· No sugar, no grains, no dairy 
 
· Peloponnese - island of Pelops 
 
· This was at the end of the ice age, there was a lot of melting that changed: 
· Landscape 
· Climate 
· Diet 
· Lifestyle 
 
 
Mesolithic Hunter Gatherers 
 
· Meso = middle 
 
· They made and used different tools from different stones 
· They made tools from obsidian, a type of stone that is extremely sharp when pieces are flaked off 
 
 
Neolithic Hellas 
 
· The stone tool are being ground and polished 
· Still used to acquire food 
 
· There are new food sources 
 
· Radical changes in lifestyle 
 
This age is also known as the Neolithic Revolution 
 
It can be referred to as the Neolithic revolution because it is the beginning of agriculture. Hunting and gathering comes to an end, plants and animals are domesticated.  
 
· The agriculture in Hellas came from an area near Syria/Iraq/Turkey and spread outward 
 
Criteria for becoming Civilized - ATMMS 
 
· Agriculture 
· Towns 
· Monumental Buildings 
· Metallurgy 
· System of Writing 
 
 
Pottery was an important indicator of agriculture. With agriculture, there was a surplus of food. Pottery allowed the Hellas to store the surplus agriculture without infestation from mice and rats. 
 
Housing 
 
· Invention of Prometheus 
· Walls made from mud bricks 
· Roof made from wattle and daub 
· Stone foundation  
 
Halfway through the Neolithic period there is a secondary revolution with "secondary products" 
· Cheese, woollen textiles such as clothing and blankets 
· We don’t have the woollen textiles, but we have the leftover loom weights 
· Milk wasn’t drank by the Hellas, it was considered a medicine 
 
Prometheus had claimed that he "found a new use for animals", by this he means he can use the animals to do the work for him. This was part of the secondary products revolution. 
 
Middle Neolithic Pottery 
 
· Bi-chrome (2 colours) 
· Matte finish 
· Textile-inspired decoration 
 
Neolithic Steatopygous Figurines were "fat bottomed" figurines  
 
Dimini was the site of the Late Neolithic Thessaly. This consisted of protective walls with a big building in the middle. 
· The megaron is the big building in the middle. We do not know the purpose of the megaron. 
 
Pottery changed from linear designs to curvilinear designs. More colours were used in the later models of pottery.  
 
Neolithic Burial Customs 
 
1. Cremation 
2. Inhumation  
a. Individual graves (differs from Paleolithic where they used mass graves) 
b. Location by sex 
c. Few grave goods 
 
Towards the end of the Neolithic era, we see the domestication of 2 very important staples in the Greek diet 
1. Olives 
2. Grapes  
 
The domestication of grapes results in a change in lifestyle, including: 
· Behaviour 
· Religion (a god of wine) 
· Socialization 
· Specialization (people specializing in creating special wine containers) 
· Trade 
· Town organization  
· Administration  
 

Assignments 
 
Option 1: Hellenic Community Centre, 1315 Prince of Wales Drive, Sunday January 22nd at 2pm 
 
Option 2: read book 9 of Homer's odyssey, Did Odysseus act wisely in book 9 of Homer's Odyssey?  
· Put information in top right hand of page, 
·  Name, student number, course code, date 
 
 
 
Delta is the 4th letter of the alphabet, the symbol for delta is for "deka" which stands for 10. (decade, decathlon) 
 
 
Pre Historic Hellas 
 
Chalkolothic Age: Late Neolithic 
· Chalkos = copper = metallurgy  
· New technology = new people 
· 2/5 criteria for civilization 
 
Bronze 
· Alloy of copper and tin or copper and arsinic 
· Better tools. Weapons, displays of wealth 
 
Early Bronze Age Hellas 
Seperated into 3 different places 
 
1. Mainland = early helladic 
2. Cyclades = early cycladic 
3. Crete = early minoan  



Middle Helladic Wheel-Made Pottery 
 
2 New Types 
· Minyan ware 
· Matt painted ware 
 
Outline 4: Middle Bronze Age Crete: the Minoans, Thera 
Wednesday, January 18, 2017 
  
Reading: C/F 32-33, 48-51 
  
Ε ε Epsilon is for Europa 
w 
Effects of coming of Indo-Europeans 
1. mainland (MH) 
2. Cyclades (MC) 
3. Crete (MM) 
 
Middle Bronze Age (Minoan) Crete 
1. Homer (C/F quotation p. 50)  
Minos myth 
1. Zeus & Europa   
1. Phoenicia to Crete 
2. Zeus is disguised as a bull 
2. Pasiphae, Daedalus 
1. Pasiphae falls in love with a bull, to mate with the bull she calls upon Daedalus to make her into a fake cow 
2. Pasiphae and the bull mate, she gives birth to a minotaur 
3. Minotaur & labyrinth 
1. Daedalus was a handyman 
2. Minotaur lives in a labyrinth, labyrinth was also the work of Daedalus 
3. Every year there was a sacrifice to the minotaur 
4. Theseus & Ariadne 
 
 
MBA Crete 
Sir Arthur Evans 
· The Indiana Jones of Knossos, excavated there 
· He was convinced that he found the palace of king Minos 
 
What convinced Evans that he had found the palace of Minos? 
1. Throne 
1. Oddly small, made of stone 
2. labyrinth of Daedalus 
1. Massive, bigger than 2 football fields placed side by side 
3. labrys, double axe, Aghia Triadha sarcophagus(C/F p. 48 and 49) 
1. Non Greek work, Labrys means double axe 
2. He found a collection of little golden double axes 
3. He found images of the double axes carved into the walls  
4. bulls:  rhyton, horns of consecration, fresco, figurine (C/F p. 50) 
1. There were stone statues of bull heads (Rhyton), these rhytons were used for presenting offerings, the offerings would flow out of the nostrils 
2. bull leaping (C/F p. 50-51), there were paintings and figurines of this bull leaping  
 
Common Features of Minoan ‘Palaces’ 
1. complex plan 
2. huge central courtyard  
3. ashlar masonry 
1. Smooth stone blocks as base, rubble in the middle 
4. multi-story (C/F p. 51) 
1. Lots of staircases 
2. Raised, paved areas  
5. storage: cists, pithoi 
1. "storage magazines" 
2. Long narrow rooms with cists (stone lined boxes) with huge containers 
3. Storage areas are connected to rooms with a religious purpose 
6. theatral areas 
1. Thought to be a marketplace  
7. no fortifications 
 
Features of Minoan Architecture 
1. horns of consecration  
· inverted pillars 
2. monumental staircases 
3. light wells, allows light to get to the bottom floors 
4. water management 
4. Covered drains 
4. Bathtubs 
4. Flush toilets, said to be the first in Europe 
 
All the Minoan Palaces were Centres of: 
1. redistributive economy 
· Raw materials and metal were brought into the palace 
2. administration: Phaistos disk, Linear A 
· Administration = writing 
· Phaistos Disk had the alphabet inscribed on it, said to be the first "printed" document 
i. 45 symbols stamped on it, both sides 
ii. Undeciphered, we cannot read it 
iii. Might be fake because there has only been on found 
· Linear A 
i. 1 side of a clay brick is inscribed  
ii. 90 symbols 
iii. Undeciphered  
iv. Administrative use 
v. Connected with religion 
3. religion:  
·  snake goddess (C/F p. 34 and p. 48) 
1. Snakes are connected with the earth 
1. Snakes shed skin, represents being reborn 
1. Figurine is shirtless 
1.  
.  peak sanctuary  (C/F p. 34 and 48) 
 
· government: who ruled Knossos? 
· Industry 
 
Egypt: Keftiu (C/F p. 46-47) 
Thalassocracy of Minos: Thucydides 1.4 (quotation C/F p.35) 
Cyclades: Thera/Santorini:   (C/F p. 32-3)  
Akrotiri 
1. housing 
2. frescoes 
3. clothing 
4. eruption 
Minoans: 1st civilized Europeans 
  
Classics Museum Replicas: Phaistos Disk, snake goddess, Harvesters’ Vase (one man has fallen down - can you find him?) 
 
Images: double axe (C/F p. 48 and 49), bull leaping C/F p. 50), snake goddess (C/F p. 34 and p. 48), peak sanctuary rhyton (C/F p. 34 and 48), Keftiu (C/F p. 46-47), Thera frescoes (C/F p. 32-33). Plan of Knossos (attached below) 
  
Words to Remember: 




Outline 7: The Heroic Age, Religion and the Gods 
Monday, January 30, 2017 
  
Reading: C/F 54-55; 142-153 
  
Καλημέρα (kah-lee-meh-rah) 
  
Θ θ  theta is for Theseus, hero of Athens 
Hesiod’s Heroic Age = 
What is a hero? 
· chthonic, libations 
 
Heroes and Labour Myths  
Theseus (C/F p. 55) 
· Minotaur 
· Antiope, Amazonomachy (C/F p. 152) 
 
Amazons were celibate female warriors. Any male babies were killed 
 
Herakles  
· Nemean Lion (C/F p. 55) 
· Son of zeus and a mortal woman 
· Zeus disguised himself as her husband 
· Driven crazy by Hera 
· Hera didn’t take kindly to Zeus' affairs 
· Killed the lion, skinned it, and wears the skin 
· king of Tiryns, Cerberus (C/F p. 153) 
· Had to perform 12 labours 
· Became deified  
 
The romans called him Hercules  
 
 
 
Heroes and Quest Myths 
Odysseus: quest for home 
Troy to Ithaka 
 
Scylla and Charybdis (Straits of Messina) 
· Charybdis was a whirlpool 
· Scylla was a monster who livec close to the whirlpool, barked like a dog and had dog heads 
 
Mt Etna (Sicily) 
· An active volcano 
 
He left home, took 10 years to get to Ithaka. His quest for home involved overcoming many obstacles and adventures. 
 
Jason: quest for the Golden Fleece 
· Thessaly to Colchis 
· Medea  
 
Great grandson of the god of the winds. 
 
 
Heroes and War Myths 
Pre-Trojan War Myth 
Thebes  (Boiotia) 
· Oedipus & the Sphinx (C/F p.88) 
· Greek sphinx had body of lion, wings of an eagle, and head of a woman 
· Had to answer a riddle to become king of Thebes, "what walks on 4 legs in the morning, 2 legs in the afternoon, and 3 legs later" 
· Sphinx was so impressed that he knew the riddle that she killed herself 
· Seven Against Thebes/Return of the Seven 
· Represents son who is trying to overthrow his brother  
 
Greek Religion: Characteristics  
· polytheistic 
· Ritual animal sacrifice: procession, libation 
· sanctuary: altar, temple (purpose)  
· No sacred text 
· No priesthood 
· Embedded in daily life 
 
Temple is not essential for worship 
· House of the God 
· Home of cult statue 
· Storehouse of religious, public and private wealth 
 
Hesiod: Theogony 
The family tree of the Gods 
· Anthropomorphic 
· Have the shape of humans except bigger and better lookin 
· Ichor 
· Had Ichor in the bodies, not blood  
· Ambrosia, Nectar, and Smoke 
 
The Gods: Olympians, Mt. Olympus (Thessaly) 
· ichor, nectar, ambrosia, immortal 
 
Family Affair 
Oldest Olympian: Aphrodite (Hesiod) 
· The goddess of procreation, reincarnation of her father's genitals 
· Winner of the beauty contest 
· Unfaithful wife 
· On the Trojan side of the Trojan war 
 
· Ouranos, Botticelli ‘Venus’ 
· Eros, Pan (C/F p. 151)  
· Eros is the son of Aphrodite  
· Eros is the god of love 
· Pan is half goat and half human 
· Pan is associated with sexuality 
 
Olympian Siblings:  
Zeus (C/F p. 176)  
· King of olympians 
· Sky/weather god 
· Thunderbolt, eagle, oak tree 
 
Hera (C/F p. 146)  
· Wife of Zeus, also his sister 
· Goddess of marriage 
· On the Greek side of the Trojan war 
 
Poseidon(C/F p. 146) 
· God of the sea, horses, and earthquakes 
· Attributes are trident and dolphins 
 
Hestia: hearth and home 
· Virgin goddess 
· "eternal flame" 
 
Hades: chthonic, Cerberus 
· NON-olympian 
· He is a chthonic god, not worshipped by making blood sacrifice 
· Worshipped by making offerings into pits in the ground 
· Master of Cerberus, the 3 headed dog 
· His name means "invisible" 
 
Demeter:  
· God of agricultural fertility 
· Her attributes are grain, torches, and cornucopia  
· Her cults are mystery cults 
· Hades kidnaps her daughter, Persephone 
 
Second Generation Olympians, all offspring of Zeus 
Ares  
· War god 
· Always armed 
· Lover of Aphrodite 
· Not widely worshipped 
 
Hephaistos (C/F p. 150) 
· God of metallurgy 
· Husband of Aphrodite  
· Rejected by Hera because of a deformed body part 
· Armour of Achilles   
 
Twins: 
Artemis 
· Goddess of Hunting, wilderness, life transitions  
· Attributes are bow & arrow, deer, and dog 
 
Apollo  
· God of light, music, and prophecy 
· Attributes are lyre, laurel, tripod cauldron 
 
Strange Births 
1. Athena (C/F p 17 and 130): Metis  
· Goddess of war, wisdom, and weaving 
· Attributes are owl, olive, and armour 
· When it was time for Athena to be born, Zeus had a splitting headache, Athena was born out of Zeus' head 
 
2.  Dionysos: kantharos, maenad, satyr 
· God of theater, wine, and good times 
· Attributes are ivy 
· Accompanied by Maenads and Satyr 
 
Hermes: caduceus, herm  
· God of thieves, commerce, and athletes 
· Wears winged boots, hat, and caduceus 
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