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PURPOSE 
The purpose of this note is to present a series of options to further advance research and development in clean energy. 
BACKGROUND
Representatives from major industries have deemed lack of investment and public-private partnerships as primary causes for stalled progress in clean energy initiatives. A 2012 Statistics Canada report presents Canada as being in a favorable position to transition to renewable energies, based on existing infrastructure, as well as wave, wind, and solar capabilities. Harnessing this potential is critical to the success of Canada’s ability to not only respond, but thrive under the changes brought about by climate change. 
ISSUE
Canada’s political structure hinders impactful advancement in clean energy innovation and implementation. 
CURRENT SITUATION 
The government’s recent approval of the Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain Pipeline and Enbridge’s Line 3 further intensifies the nation’s economic reliance on oil and gas. The approval delays the need to address a necessary shift in Canada’s market from fossil fuel to clean energy sources. Such a transformational switch must be performed over a long time frame to minimize hardships borne by the Canadian people and economy. The government is failing to adequately coordinate and fund clean energy projects, making a smooth transition unlikely. New clean energy investment in Canada in 2015 fell 46 percent- the lowest since 2005. With leading industrialized nations, such as China and Sweden, actively making advancements in their clean technology, Canadian firms are choosing to invest abroad. Major factors contributing to this severe recession of funds include the following
· A “patch work” policy approach regarding clean energy in Canada has developed to due to a lack of federal overarching policy. In turn, provinces have begun implementing their own market tools and initiatives to encourage environmental consciousness and green investment. The lack of coordination on a national scale prevents full employment of resources and expertise.  
· Coordination between ministries are currently insufficient. Clean energy and technology is currently viewed as a responsibility of the Ministry of Energy and Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. Lack of alignment with ministries influential to market mechanisms and industry priorities have diminished the effectiveness of efforts made to promote clean energy.
· A discouraging research environment fostered by the government does not properly equip entrepreneurs to engage in cutting edge research. Financing options are inadequate or inaccessible. For small scale researchers currently receiving funding, there is a lack of partnership networks existing between them and the private sector. To achieve nationwide adoption of clean energy, researchers must first have the opportunity to engage with industries. 
OPTIONS
Option 1: Translate the Pan-Canadian Climate Framework into a formal nation-wide policy. 
· One advantage of this option is it ensures all funding and resources available for clean technology is being fully utilized by greatly improving the capacity for information sharing through synchronizing local, provincial, and federal work. 
· One disadvantage of this option is its potential to create intergovernmental relations by asserting federal oversight of climate-related affairs. 
Option 2: Establish an inter-ministerial committee between ministries of finance, environment, and industry (in addition to any other ministries deemed relevant) to meet regularly and verify their work furthers the advancement of clean energy technology.
· One advantage of this option is it saves money by preventing ministries from unknowingly spending on programs counterproductive to fellow ministries. 
· One disadvantage of this option is its potential to create tension between provincial and federal government relations 
Option 3: Increase the level of government support mechanisms available to innovative entrepreneurs/researchers by providing better methods of financing and opportunities to partner with businesses.
· One advantage of this option is it encourages more domestic research, giving less reason for Canadian firms to invest in clean energy abroad. 
· One disadvantage of this option is it can be difficult to monitor exactly what valuable work materialized from the undertaking. 
RECOMMENDATION 
Option 2 is recommended. 

