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Social movements – small actors that are able to influence large groups of people

Canadian Gay and Lesbian social movement: Some Key events
· May 1969: Canada decriminalizes Homosexuality
· Trudea: “The state has no business in the nation’s bedrooms.”
· June 1969: Stonewall Riots New York City
· August 1971: “We Demand Rally’ marking anniversary of 1969 change.
· Parliament hill, rally because nothing has happened
· Sept. 1971: Gays of Ottawa founded; GO, then ALGO operates 1971-1995
· Founded because of the We Demand Rally that took place the month before
· Jan. 1975: Coalition for Gay Rights in Ontario formed.

Bathhouses in Canada: Canada-wide Bath & Bar Raids 1967-2005
· Happen most in Montreal and Toronto because they were the larger gay communities
· Spike in 1975 & 1976-Montreal
· Cleaning up the city for the Olympics
· Cops would bust the bars during the spring time before the tourists would come
· Spike in 1979 & 1981- Toronto
· Nothing big going on
· RCMP would visit lesbian groups to see if they were going to cause trouble during important events

Anita Bryant, Save the Children, 1977
· January 1977 Miami Dade County passed ordinance; illegal to discriminate against gays in housing and employment
· Anita Bryant founds StC to repeal the ordinance.
· Convinced homosexuals seduce and recruit children, into the lifestyle; wants to prevent gay teachers in schools.
· Bryant and StC win repeal of ordinance; takes StC on North American crusade.
· She believed that homosexuals were going to become teachers in the schools to recruit children to become gay. 
· StC becomes a northern crusade to stop homosexuals

Three Events in Toronto, 1977
· May: 1977: Pre-election anti-Tory, gay rights rally at Queens Park
· Three months later ‘Life Together’…just jobs and housing and rights for the disabled into the code
· Adding gay and lesbian rights they would also add rights for the disabled
· August 2nd Shoe shine boy picked up and found two days later sexually brutalized 
· They can work till 9 o’clock  Emanuel is helping his parents get money
· Toronto goes out of its mind because of this… Younge street is porn shops and body rub shops
· Porn shops were the only ones that could afford rent because of the Eaton center being built
· Conspiracy there wasn’t really a film that was made… but there were cops that kept the conspiracy going.
· Toronto wanted gay men to be hung or sent to an island because of this
· Used the murder to clean up Younge street moral panic
· November 1977-December 1977: Body Politic
· Interviews pedophiles

OHRC Life Together, July 1977
· July 21st OHRC recommends for 1st time, adding sexual orientation to the code.
· Toronto newspapers editorials & columnists generally supportive.
· But often urge that school boards still be able to fire gay teachers because they sexually preyed on & recruited children.
· This was not presented as a possibility or danger, but as a FACT.
· This was always common sense belief…  there was no discussion
· Lesbians were never discussed because they weren’t a threat to sexuality
· Some commentators were very critical of recommendations.
· Why give gays anything? Toronto sun’s Clair Hoy, 1977.
· Renaissance group ‘defends fundamental human rights’Globe & Mail, July 22, 1977

Shoeshine Boy Murder July 1977
· On July 29th 12 year old Emanuel Jacques who shined shoes on Yonge Street, disappeared.
· 3 days later, strangled body found atop Younge Street body rub parlor; Papers report he dies after ‘homosexual orgy.’
· Torontonians react in fury.  4 men soon charged; in 1978, 3 were convicted.
· Murder accelerates, long-delayed clean up of Younge sex shops.

Men Loving Boys Loving Men November 1977
· December 1977, Body Politic Prints Gerald Hannon’s ‘Men Loving Boys Loving Men; interviews men who have sex with underage boys.
· One interviewee, Simon,, was teacher claiming to have lovers in his classes for the last ten years; also a Big Brother.  Describes himself as ‘exactly the person most families worry about’.
· December 1977 Police raid BP’s offices, charge 3 employees with distributing obscenity.
· Fuels the hysteria in Toronto because he thinks of himself as a sex educator.
· Happens at the time where they believed that gay teachers were recruiting
· Government keeps the Body Politic in the courts for years 
· Sun, which had endorsed gay rights, before OHRC report, reverses stance & attacks Body Politic.

Barracks Bathhouse RaidDecember 9th 1978:
· Police raid Barracks, charging 23 men as ‘found-ins’ and 5 as ‘keepers’
· Previous bath raids low key; resulted in little or no press.
· Barracks raid unusually violent, destructive and public
· Police officer, informs school boards three arrestees were teachers.  In past, names of arrestees published but employers not informed.
· This happened after the murder
· The police were very destructive
· If Anita Bryant had not made a big deal about the teachers, the police and public wouldn’t have made a big deal of the teachers being arrested.
· Globe and Mail Rights and Privacy were formed… as soon as the police sees you are no longer in privacy.  Every act that was sexual was obscene.

Bathhouses in Canada: Some Cultural References:
· Public baths because families couldn’t afford to allow everyone in their houses to bath, so they attended public baths once a week.
· Gloria Steinem, 1963: A ‘bunny’ waitress at the Playboy Club, Manhattan
· Rita Mae Brown, 1977: Disguised as a man, spent 3 hours in a N.Y. bathhouse
· The Play 1975 Terrence McNally (the Ritz)
· The movie 1976
· The musical Bathhouse2006
· Bette Midler album 1998

Bathhouses and the Criminal Code
· 1917 Criminal Code –Bawdy House:
· Rooms or place for purposes of prostitution or acts of indecency.
· Establishment… that according to police is used for acts of indecency.
· 1953-54—Criminal code—Nudity
· Every one who willfully does and indecent act;
· 
February 5th 1981: 4 Raids, 300+ arrested.
· Raids by police wrecked the bathhouses
· 2000 people protested the night after the raid—February 6th 1981
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