SOC 1105 C
Social Conflicts, Activism and Social Change

Introduction to Sociology: Lecture 1

Social Movement: A recurrent pattern of polymorphous and value-charged protest activities. A distinction is thus made between social movements and occasional protests, organised political groups, and regimes.

Seminal: classic work (important years)

Key Questions:		Why do movements originate?
			When do movements originate?
			How do they present information?
			How are they structured?
			Impact on culture…
			Do they generate opposition?


The Discipline of Sociology: Lecture 2

Contentious Politics: how do social structures, institutions and the character of contentious politics interact? 

What is Sociology? (study of a group)
· The relationships between humans and the social organizations they inhabit
· The interactions between humans their social environment
· The study of human societies using empirical investigation (empiricist: to not believe something for its face value, looking for deeper meaning) and critical analysis
· According to sociologists, many of the things we do are processes that extend beyond our individual choices and are rooted in the structural conditions of the social, political and economic order in which we live (Marxist influences)
· Accordingly, one of the roles of sociology is to uncover these structural conditions
· To this end, systematic research and a value free approach is applied (leaving behind your pre-conceptions and biases –to be objective)
· Sociology attempts often to distinguish between and analyse, belief and knowledge
Sociological Inquiry
· Structural aspects of society are enduring patters of social relations and institutions
· Eg. Political systems, voting, taxation structures
· Society is organised through these patterns within which individual and group action is carried up 
Sociological Imagination
· Originated by Sociologist C. Wright Mills
· Defined as: “…the ability to see the relationship between individual experiences and the larger society”.
· Mills argued we need to use extrapolation, compilation, rumination on the understanding that humans have to their own soci ety, of their own place in the world
· To not condemn someone’s actions but to look deeper to understand what factors within society may have contributed
· Eg. Suicide
· Personal Trouble: when a person commits suicide, there are likely personal and private reasons for it (poor self-esteem, hatred of oneself, etc.)
· Public Issue (Using sociological imagination): suicide may also be a result of a variety of social reasons: lack of social cohesiveness; the negative impact that Europeans have had on Aboriginal peoples; poor education and economic bases
History of Sociology
· Post enlightenment, post French Revolution
· Academic sociology emerges after and in response to, rationality, modernity, empiricism, capitalism, urbanism, emergence of nation states
· Industrial Revolution and emergence of Capitalism are crucial (new rules, new associations, new societies, new issues, etc.)
· Western world, at the time, was rife with creativity, wealth, luxury, but also disease, poverty, violence… Authorities are concerned with a breakdown of social order

Early Thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability 
August Comte
· Popularized the term sociology and considered the founder
· He believed that societies contained:
· Social Statics – forces for social order and stabilities (eg. Kinship, religion, traditions)
· Social Dynamics – forces for conflict and change (eg. Extreme inequality, capitalism, sexuality)
· Natural science applied to society
· Positivism 
· Facts must be observed, but observation and understanding require theory
· Comte’s emphasis on the interconnectedness of social elements was a forerunner of modern functionalism 
· 3 stages of social development:
· Theological phase: precedes the enlightenment, blind belief, gods and spirits
· Metaphysical phase: involved the justification of universal rights as being on a vauntedly higher plane that the authority of any human ruler to countermand. Not god but reason, stages of investigation, that reveal truth
· Positive phase: people could find solutions to social problems and bring them into force despite the will of God. Science started to answer questions
Harriet Martineau 
· Made Comte’s work more accessible (translation and editing)
· Analyzed political economy, reviewed currents works
· She examined religion, politics, childrearing (issues of race, gender, class, etc.), slavery
· Until recently, she received no recognition in the field of sociology (partly because she was a woman) 
· She was an active sociologist studying social customs and consequences of industrialism and capitalism
· Secular = non-religion (different from atheism)

Karl Marx
· Believed that history is a continuous clash between conflicting ideas
· Conflict (especially class conflict) was necessary in order to produce social change and a better society
· Class Conflict: the struggle between capitalist class and the working class
· Bourgeoisie: comprises those who own and control the means of production (capitalist class)
· Means of production: refer to the tools, land, factories, and money for investment that form the economic basis of society 
· Proletariat: comprises those who must sell their labour because they have no other means of livelihood (working class)
· He believed capitalist system made poverty
· Capitalist class controls and exploits the masses of struggling workers by paying them less than the value of their labour. 
· Capitalism creates Alienation: a feeling of powerlessness and estrangement from other people from oneself
· Hugely influential in sociology, conflict studies, anthropology, etc.

Albion Small
· Founded the first Department of Sociology at the University of Chicago
· Founding editor of American Journal of Sociology for 30 years

Max Weber
· Emphasized cultural and political factors as key influences on economic development and individual behaviour
· Economic systems as one but not the only source of change
· Famous “Protestant Ethic and Spirit of Capitalism” (famous lecture)
· Verstehen: value free sociology: research should be conducted in a scientific manner and should exclude the researcher’s personal value and economic interests

Social Movements (19th Century Beginnings): Lecture 3
1. Theorists
· “Social movement theorists attempt to answer a variety of questions about the growth and impact of movements, which are relevant to activists and policy makers as well …”
· Social Movements Charles Tilly 2009 ***
· Social Activism
· Social movements (SMs) rarely engage more than a small fraction of the population
· But their efforts have consequences for everyone
· Activists in SMs are disproportionately advantages in terms of education, resources, familial support, and social connections (wealthy)… Why?
· Contemporary Theoretical Perspectives
· Functionalist
· Conflict: all classes have an antagonistic relationship
· Feminist
· Symbolic Interactionist: day to day use of symbols between individuals (micro)
· Postmodernist

Early thinkers: A Concern with Social Order and Stability

· Emile Durkheim (functionalist)
· Believed that people are a product of the social environment and behaviour cannot be fully understood by biological or psychological traits
· Societies are built of social facts –patterned ways of acting, thinking and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person (macro)
· Durkheim set up the first European department of sociology
· Early focus on religion and society
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Believed that rapid social change produced strains in society and this would lead to the breakdown in traditional organizations, values and authority and would increase Anomie – a condition when social control becomes ineffective as a result of the loss of shared values and a sense of purpose in society
· Advocate of the scientific approach to the examining of social facts
· He was the first to publish a statistical study: he explored the relationship between anomic social conditions and suicide
· George Herbert Mead
· Micro
· American philosopher and social theorist
· ‘Father’ of the school of Symbolic Interactionism (w/ Herbert Blumer) in sociology and social psychology 
· Social forces are dominant source of human behaviour, not biology
· Tabula rasa: being born into the world with no preconceived knowledge; ‘blank slate’
· Development of the self and self-consciousness through language/communication
· ‘Mind, self, and society from the standpoint of a social behaviorist’
· Herbert Spencer 
· Scholar, philosopher
· Used an evolutionary perspective to understand society (social evolution)
· Society evolves like a biological organism
· Interdependent parts that work to ensure the stability and survival of the entire society
· Survival of the Fittest – believed that societies developed through the process of struggle (to exist) and fitness (to survive) and only the fittest would succeed 
· Social Darwinism – based on hierarchy, leads to exclusion and inequality

Key Issues:
· Origins of Social Movement
· Defining Social Movement
· Resources
· Outcomes

Politics
· Sociologists analyse contemporary and historical societies to validate or test their theoretical structures
· An essential component is an understanding of the trajectory of modern society
· NB (important) element: historical overview

1. Le Petite Movement
· Narbonne, France, 1680’s
· Localised collective action
· Singular issue, mostly
· Localised collective action
· Local people
· Based around Taxation issues

· The SM (“Social Movement”) emerged in a particular historical period as a result of large-social changes and political conditions: the expansion of nation-states and the spread of capitalism
· Tactics and the ‘repertoire’ adapted to these changed circumstances

The Industrial Revolution
· 1760-1850
· In 1750, European economy overwhelmingly agricultural economy 
· Overseas colonies and War between France and England spurs on innovation in machinery
· Vast increase in the market for European goods in part drove the conversion to an industrial manufacturing economy 
· Born on the back of machine friendly materials (cotton, iron and pottery)
· Spinning Jenny –machine for cotton
· Steam Power –trains
· The Factory Act (1833)
· Children under 9 are no longer allowed to work in factories
· Those 9-13 = 48 h. week max, 2 h. of school per day
· Act applied only to Large Textile factories and was poorly implemented
· 70 h. per week for men
· 60 h. per week for women and young people under the age of 18
· leads to class politics, contentious politics and resentment 
· England produces vast wealth for a select few…
· Banditry (robbery) in the countryside and city
· Life expectancy
· Rural wealth 52
· Rural poor 38
· Urban wealth 38
· Urban poor 17
· Industrialists gaining great fortune
· Workers live in squalor
· Infant mortality
· Abject poverty – leads to the rise of contentious politics

The Communist Manifesto 
· Communism will make ownership communal, make labour communal, and thus do away with private property
· Marx is ban from several countries for saying the state must perish (bourgeoisie)
The European Revolutions (1848)
· People wanted more representation
· In the 1850’s, while Marx was in London working on Das Kapital (how capitalism came and how we get shafted by it)
· English Working conditions characterised as Subsistence slavery
· Workers did not even have the breaks that an Agricultural regime afforded
Frederick Engels
· Met Marx in Sept. 1844
· Son of a German Industrialist
· Engels was a revolutionary socialist who was impressed by Marx’s writings
· “Conditions of the Working Class in England” in 1844

Abolitionists
· Slavery Abolition Act (1833) was given Royal Assent, which paved the way for the abolition of slavery throughout the British Empire (same year as Factory Act)
· US Slavery lingers until 1860’s

19th Century
· The Issues for many social movements today have their origins in the Industrial Revolution
· The process of industrialization which gathered large masses of workers in the same region explains why many of those early social movements addressed matters of economic well-being. Industrialization leads to a changed world and the emergence of a capitalist mode of production
· Urbanization led to the larger settlements, where people of similar goals could find each other, gather and organize. This facilitated social interaction, and it was in urban areas that those early social movements first appeared
· Colonialism, technological developments, eventually lead to advanced capitalism
· Other social movements were created at universities, where the process of mass education brought many people together. Academia (sociology) gained steam in the 19th century partly in response to inequality and social upheaval. 

Marx
· First sustained protests were economically based
· Growth of Contentious Politics

Contentious Politics
· Social Movements are intertwined with Contentious Politics
· Other types of contentious politics exist:
· Nationalism
· War
· Revolution
· Strikes, etc.

Early 20th Century: Suffragettes
· Forced wave of feminism
· 1903 the Women’s Social and Political Union was founded by Emmeline Pankhurst and her daughters Christabel and Sylvia 
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