SOC 1105 C
Social Conflicts, Activism and Social Change

Jeremy Dias: Lecture 15
Guest Lecture.
Racism & Diversity: Lecture 16
Canadian Racism
· Potlatch banned 1884
· Between 1870s and the late 1940s, Aboriginal, Chinese, Japanese people were denied the right to vote
· In 1908, federal immigration law allowed for the rejection of immigrants “belonging to any race deemed unsuitable to the climate or requirements of Canada”.
· ADD
Anders Retzius
· In 1842, Swedish anatomist gave us the Cephalic Index (measured your skull, used in asylum, determine who’s mixed blood)
· Turned out to be helpful in archeology 
Francis Galton (1822-1911)
· Eugenics, psychometrics
· He was knighted
· Racial characteristics associated with mental ‘fitness’
· Doctrine that supports racist views
· Anthropologist
· Asked whether human ability was indeed hereditary 
Definitions
Biological Determinism: concept that various attributes are governed by biological (genetic) factors
Eugenics: Philosophy of race improvement through forced sterilization, or increased reproduction 
Social Darwinism
· Early belief that cultures compete for survival of the fittest as in the process of natural selection in biological evolution
· Herbert Spencer
· Societies evolve from lower (barbarian)
· “Natural selection”: most capable of surviving, least capable dying out
· Wrong to interfere with this process
Skin Colour
· Skin color is influenced in Hemoglobin, Carotene, and Melanin
· Vitamin D
· Sunlight
· Rickets
· People with black skin had ancestors who dwelt in the tropics for millennia 
Documentary. 

The Global Justice Movement Environment- Protest & Activism: Lecture 17
Main Points
· Theories of social movements suggest some key factors that help to explain how and why the global justice movement emerged when it did.
· Global economic changes and the advocacy of neo-liberal policies created widespread grievances 
· Neither socialism nor capitalism provides a sufficiently moral alternative for building true economic justice to every human being
Movement Strategies
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Activists have articulated a critique of neo-liberal policies, creating linkages among struggles around the world, and increased public awareness of the role of international trade and monetary policies in problems such as the exploitation of workers and the environment. The various movements and organisations that comprise the global justice movement have used a combination of political strategies and new cultural forms in their attempts to challenge global capitalism”.
Global Justice Movement
· Opposed to neoliberalism and global financial institutions (World Bank, IMF)
· Origins I the 1980s, opposition to policies of various governments 
· Reagan; Thatcher; Mulrooney (all conservative)
· By the 1990s, concerns regarding the environment, debt, relief, working conditions, and fair trade, combine to form the “movements of movements”

Resource Depletion
Water Use
· Globally, water use has tripled since 1950
· Increasing all the time
· As populations increase, new aqueducts and aquifers try to keep pace
· Ex. Chine, California
· Drought and increased temperatures place stress on water supply
· Two things happen: Populations diminish or new supply is found
Water Shortages
· By 2050, per capita, water supply is predicted to fall, leaving anywhere from 2 billion to 7 billion with water scarcity
· 270,000 people per day between now and 2020 will need clean water
· China, 1876-1879: no food production in a 1 million kn2 area of 9 provinces (9 million dead)
· Australia, 2006: worst drought in 1,000 years (remarkable increase in suicide among farmers)
· Western USA (Nevada, California): 2002-present
Desertification
· 1990s estimate: 1/3 of all soil that ever existed has been lost
· In Europe, 12% of the soil is threatened by water erosion, and 4% by wind erosion
· American soil is eroding 16 times faster than forming
· Soil eroding on 38% of the world’s cropland
· Soil degradation has reduced productivity on 16% of world’s cropland
Resources: Trees
· Wood (building, fuel); Oxygen; Shelter/shade; Beauty Medicines; Food; and Ancient religions
· 30% of the world’s surface (outside of water) is covered in trees
· Rich locations (biotical), poor environments (economically)
· Which fuels many conflicts 
· Two thirds of the forests that have ever existed in the world are gone
· Romans referred to Scotland as the Great Forest
· Currently denuded of most trees
· Wood prices are high
· Europe has virtually no primacy forests left
· USA is mostly secondary (re-growth forests)
· “If we carry on business as usual, today’s young people many look out on a largely deforested world” –Norman Meters, 1989
Results of Deforestation
· Keystone species disappearing
· Bats declining
· Knock-on effect
· Rain forests become bargaining chip on world climate stage (Brazil, RED)
· Illegal logging is a huge concern (Indonesia, Thailand)
Frequent Unemployment and Under-employment
· Unemployment and under-employment persist
· In the midst of record profits, certain large corporations still let workers go 
      Working Conditions
· Large corporations, whether Western or not, have an appalling record of worker injuries and fatalities
· Other works occupy mentally debilitating jobs

Global Justice Movement
· Latest incarnation of protest movements against inequality (broad sense)
· From the 1990s to today, growing opposition to multi-nationalism, globalism, market economics, exploitation, economic, and cultural imperialism
· Chiapas, Nigeria, Seattle, Quebec, London, Paris… 
· They aren’t against world trade, but unequal world train and mistreatment
       Seattle 1999
· World Trade Organization meeting
· Opposed by many groups
· Anti-Globalization movement 
· Environmental Justice Def.
· A condition of environmental justice exists when environmental risks and hazards and investments and benefits are equally distributed with a lack of discrimination at any jurisdictional level; and when access to environmental investments, benefits, and natural resources are equally distributed
· Environmental Injustice Def.
· An environmental injustice exists when members of disadvantaged, ethnic, minority, or other groups suffer disproportionately from environmental risk and hazards
Externalization
Author Sydney Tarrow
Externalization: The project on domestic claims onto international domains
		Ex. Plant closures in Belgium, issue brought to E. U. courts
International Opportunity Structure
· Transnational coalition formation
· The creation of a network, or coalition, of actors from different states
· Ex. World Social Forum
Environmental Racism
· Racial discrimination in environmental policy making, enforcement of regulations
· Geographical inequity: targeting of specific communities for waste disposal 
Environmental Classism
· Environmental policy creates a disproportioned impact on lower income persons
· Today in the US, 3/5 black and Hispanic Americans live in communities with one or more toxic waste sites, and more the 15 millions African-Americans, more than 8 millions Hispanics, and about 50 percent of Asian/Pacific Islanders and native Americans are living in communities with one or more abandoned or unsecured toxic waste sites
Naomi Klein
· Canadian Journalist/ activist, author of No Logo and the Shock Doctrine
· Global Justice Movement, Occupy Movement
· Which share many linkages and membership
· One of the most promising strategies of the GJM involves the targeting of corporations that symbolize the abuses of global capitalism. Anti-sweatshop, living wage, and fair trade movements, picked up speed in the 1990s
“Action Direct”
· 2001- Quebec Summit of the Americas (extremely violent)
· A 3 meter high wall and wired fence was built around a big part of Quebec City in order to keep the citizens out of the summit zones and only members of the summit, the media and residents of the area were permitted within the walled area
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