SOC 1105 C
Social Conflicts, Activism and Social Change

Terms & Theories - Protest Movements: Lecture 4
References:
Nick, Crossley “Making Sense of Social Movements”
Saul, Alinsky “Rules for Radicals”

Social Movement: 
· A challenge to authorities, power-holders; cultural beliefs and practices or the dominant groups in society. 
· A Social Movement (SM) is sustained (lasts a while, not just a single outburst). 
· A collective, organized, sustained and no-institutional challenge to authorities, power holders or cultural beliefs and practices.

Protest: the act of challenging, resisting or making demands upon authorities, power holders and/or cultural beliefs and practices by some
   individual or group.

Revolutionary Movement: a social movement that seeks, at a minimum, to overthrow the government or state.

Theory of Collective Behaviour (Neil Smelser) (1962)
· North American influence
· Classic theory of social movements
· AKA. Stress/breakdown theory
· Comes about during a period of social disruption
· Assumptions:
1. Exists outside of institutionalised structures (grass roots)
2. Arises at times of disorder, structural breakdown or rapid social change (war, famine, upheaval)
3. Important role allocated to shared beliefs (class, ethnicity, language, age)
        Components of Smelser’s Theory of Collective Behaviour
a. Structural conduciveness (e.g. Communication)
b. Structural strain (e.g. real or threatened; starvation)
c. Growth of generalised belief (dissemination, acceptance of threat solution)
d. Precipitation factors (the Spark –one particular event that starts)
e. Mobilization for action (leadership, structure)
f. Social control (‘opposition’; police, courts, barriers (these may become spark also))
        Critique of Collective Behaviour Theory
· Hard to identify, clearly, Strains
· Too much emphasis placed on strain
· Tautological:
· Implies that mass society will always have strains of some kind
Resource Mobilization
· [bookmark: _GoBack]North American influence
· Approach stresses the importance of resources
· Leaders
· Money 
· Skills
· Conscience Constituents: little to ‘gain’  (e.g. whites supporting black votes)
· Beneficiary Constituents: those who are directly affected (e.g. blacks seeking black vote)

Political Process Theory
· Stresses interactions between social movement actors and the state
· Examines the roles of political opportunities
· Favourable conditions will lead to social movements, protests
· Political Opportunity:
· Increased access to political participation (voter drives, more youth, more recruitment, more organizations)
· Elite divisions: when the power holders are divided on issues (political class/influential bodies divided on issues such as Cold War, Civil rights)
· Availability of Allies: more groups and numbers of participants (interaction between different groups, improved communications)
· International dimension

Relative Deprivation Theory
· In sociology, relative deprivation theory is a view of social change and movements, according to which people take action for social change in order to acquire something (for example, opportunities, status or wealth) that others possess and which they believe they should have, too.
· e.g. Second Wave Feminism (not totally deprived, but relatively; e.g. they can vote but not over all equality)
Rational Choice Theory 
· Influential in explaining free ridership problem

Terms

Cycle of Contention: a phase of heightened conflict across the social system: with a rapid spread of collective action from more mobilized to less mobilized sectors; the creation of new or transformed collective action frames; a combination of organized and unorganized participation.

Civil Society: diverse interest groups that operate outside the government or organize aspects of life. Comprising various groups:
· Institutions supporting states (e.g. schools, churches)
· Institutions that oppose the state (e.g. trade unions, environmental groups)
Free Riders: a person or group who benefit from change but do not participate in creating this change; rational choice theory influential in explaining free ridership problem. Social Movement use ‘incentives’ to get free riders to become participants:
· Material
· Solidary 
· Purposeful: sense of achievement

Spark (Critical Events)
· Gorbachev’s Visit
· Oka Crises
· 9/11
· Bloody Sunday
· Bobby Sands death
· Tank Man

1950’s
· Post WW2
· Increased expectations (e.g. Black males returning from being conscription in war, had high expectation to be treated more equality/rewarded by their state)
· Increased economic development
· University enlargements (essential to 1960’s movements)
· The Cold War
· Growth/Emergence of Political and Social Awareness
· Environmental Damage 
       Conditions for Emergence of Social Movements:
· Post war dissolution
· Segregation continues
· Political isolation and animosity
· Gender issues; inequality persists
· Native American conditions
· Students rejection of existing paradigms (wanted to know more about the world)
· Individual activists emerge (mainly through the television)
· Conservative reactions also strengthen (post-war black men, women and lesbians)

McCarthy Trials
· Better dead than red
· By 1957, over 140 leaders and members of the Communist Party had been charged

USA 1960’s (and late 50’s)
· Economic disparity
· Lingering racial segregation
· Increased university attendance
· European intellectual influences (many academics who fled the Nazis, begin teaching at USA universities)
· Cold War fatigue
· Post McCarthy 
· Prague uprising
· Internal (communist) revolt
· Media role
· Hungary example
· Soviets (Russians) send army to crush Czechoslovak ‘rebellion’
· Social movement’s efforts were basically incompatible with any communist programme, even a reformed one.
Paris
· Workers, unions, students and army
· Began with just students, then workers and unions joined and eventually army which lead to 10,000 + participants
· Actually most people do not want to be permanently involved in politics, only a minority does. The majority wants to delegate. The real modernity of the 1968 movement was the opportunity to interfere in politics at any time. 
South Africa
· 1960’s did not have a profound impact on South Africa
· Cold War machinations
· England opposed to sanctions
· 1976, a spark:
· Sharpeville shootings (69 killed, mainly school children)

Non-Violent Conflict
· Begins to become more attractive because the violence that occurred in WW2
· Civil Rights movement
· Ghandi
· Peaceful protest

Civil Rights Movement 1: Lecture 5

Studying this important era in American history highlights the power of civic participation in a democratic society, the role of non-violence in social movements, the significance of voting rights, the tensions between state and local control, the capacity of the courts to address injustice and the ways in which different groups define national and community membership. 

1954: Brown v. Board of Education
· Lead to the desegregation of Blacks and Whites in school in the South exclusively
· Unanimous (9-0) decision stated that “separate educational facilities are inherently unequal”
· Brown case was abetted by public agitation, from Conscience Constituents (White people) and Beneficiary Constituents (Black people)
· Within ten weeks after the Birmingham confrontation (desegregation of the schools), “758 demonstrations occurred in 186 cities across the South and at least 14,733 persons were arrested”
· Amidst rising tension, MLK insist on peaceful agitation
· Others promote violent agitation
· Malcolm X 

Civil Rights Movement
· Profound impact on most modern social and protest movements
· Post WW2 a crucial era
· 1950’s origins
· Urban migrations NB
· Central role of Churches
· Key individuals 
· Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· Malcolm X. “nonviolence is fine as long as it works”

Beginning of the End for Jim Crow Laws
 	-Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested 30 times between 1955 and 1965

Precipitating Factors
Decline of cotton prices (social strain)
Migration into cities (Chicago, NY, Boston)
Organization –collective action

Theory & Practice
Structural strain: continue inequality
Structural conduciveness: TV, church
Leadership: ML King and other
Political opportunity structure: democratic/liberal pressure
Spark: Rosa Parks
Goals: political representation, desegregation
Tactics: boycotts, civil disobedience 
Outcome: constitutional/legal change

Documentary
Awakenings 1954-1956: America’s Civil Rights Movement
· Going against the segregation rules lead to violence
· WW2: Black people saw a less segregated world in the war (this lead to hopes of equality when they returned) 
· South remained uninterested in change
Civil Rights Movement 2: Lecture 6

· NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People): founded in 1909-1910 –this was an important development because the NAACP was the first national protest organization specifically to attack the Jim Crow regime and racial inequality
· Morris Reading: 
· Structural prerequisites of the CRM
· Montgomery Improvement Association
· Student Nonviolent Coordination Committee
· CORE (Congress of Racial Equality)
· Opposition: argued that the Constitution did not give the US federal government the power to overrule state law on education.

#BlackLivesMatter
· Goes beyond extrajudicial killings of Black people by police and vigilantes
· Affirms the lives of Black queer and trans folks, disabled, undocumented, people with records, women and all Black lives
· Centers those that have been marginalized within the Black liberation movements
· Rebuild the Black liberation movement 
· New organizations and networks composed of engaged millennial activists of color
· Many use social media to mobilize large numbers of young people, primarily in protest against police killings of blacks

Sit-Ins
· CORE
· Sit-ins had occurred in 1939, in the 1940’s, also many in 1958 in Oklahoma
· Greensborough sit-ins are most known	
· Feb. 1st, 1960, Woolworths Store, Greensborough
· More militant members of the CRM organize youth councils to sit-in
· More than 300 students from Bennet College and others joined 
· These “Early Risers” inspire more sit-ins around the USA, mostly in the South, but many in the North also

Conditions for Emergence of Social Movements of 1950’s
· Post WW2 disillusionment 
· Increased expectations
· Increased economic development
· University enlargement
· The cold war
· Growth/emergence of political and social awareness
· Environmental damages
1950’s
· Segregation continues
· Political isolation and animosity
· Gender issues; inequality persists
· Native American conditions
· Students rejection of existing paradigms
· Individual activists emerge
· Conservation reactions also strength
Orangeburg South Carolina
· Feb. 8, 1968, students started a bonfire 
· One firefighter was injured by a thrown object
· Patrol officers began firing into the crow of around 150 protestors
· Lasted about 10-15 seconds
· 28 people were injured, most shot in the back as they ran away from people

Changes: results of the Civil Rights Movements
· The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was a landmark piece of civil rights legislation in US that outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or origin
· The Voting Rights act of 1965 was a landmark piece of USA federal legislation that prohibits racial discrimination in voting
· Blacks had the vote during the CRM but many factors, created by white people, made it very difficult to have access to polling booths, etc.
Midterm:
1:00-2:10
Sect. 1: true or false (15 questions)
Sect. 2: multiple choice (15 questions)
Sect. 3: short questions, 2 responses (1 page max. each), worth 10 pts each (what is a social movement, CRM)
	Two terms to be defined according to readings and lectures
	Provide sociological definition
Pick 2/5
Terms and theories from textbook (Chapter 1, 2, 3 & 6), Morris, Drysdale & Drysdale
Not really date specific except obvious things (i.e. explosion of CRM)
Terms, approaches, civil rights movement, organizations
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