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Moral Theories
· Moral theories have a general explanatory role where are science is more empirical evidence based.
· The concept of moral theorizing denotes that the researcher is making, using or assessing moral theories 
· Theories of obligation = moral theories about right and wrong actions
· Virtue based theories = moral theories focused on good and bad character
· How do moral theories fit into everyday reasoning?
· (1) Can figure directly in our moral arguments; (2) Have an indirect impact on moral arguments because principles appealed to are often supported by moral theory
· According to the discussions in class, this seems valid since we are always consciously or un-consciously using moral viewpoints that we have learnt in our lives and applying these to the situations we face
The 2 types of Influential Moral Theories include
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Consequentialist → moral theories that insist that rightness of actions depends on the consequence or the result (defining good)
· Ex. stealing is wrong because it causes more harm than good  this statement can we very easily contradicted because perhaps it is okay to steal if it is for someone’s good. Since there are counter examples, this type of moral theory could be flawed depending on the subject it encompasses
· Deontological/non-consequentialist → theories say that rightness of actions is determined not just by consequences but also by their intrinsic nature
· Ex. stealing is inherently wrong regardless of its consequences  what was described previously could also be true for this statement but this statement seems more absolute and direct showing no other action as acceptable making it perhaps a stronger theory in comparison
The theory of Utilitarianism
· This focuses on maximizing the non-moral good (utility) of everyone affected regardless of context
· Act-utilitarianism → rightness of actions depends only on relative good produced by individual actions
· Rule- utilitarianism → determining rightness involves weighing the effects of each possible act
· Using these definitions, I infer that while act-utilitarianism focuses on maximizing the good, rule-utilitarianism takes a more rational approach in examining which action could bring the greatest good for all.
· It is still unclear to me what the difference in these two phrases are.
· Jeremy Bentham, the founder of classical utilitarianism, states that happiness is one dimensional, meaning that it only varies according to how we experience it. I agree with this statement because the goal of communication is often to make sure the other individual understands and therefore the expression of happiness also depends on how the other interprets it. 
· However, how does this theory by Bentham contribute to the overall theory of utilitarianism?
· Perhaps, since classical utilitarianism focusses on “maximizing total quantity of net happiness”, this ties in with the rule-utilitarianism notion.
· Mill highlights that “pleasure can vary in quality and quantity” so it varies according to the receiver/the agent that is experiencing it
· This statement was described under the utilitarian theory in the textbook but it is confusing how the concept of pleasure connects with that of utilitarianism. 

Dip e s
oot s e, s nd oL Vo

i et s e e s o
e i e et g i,
ot i -k i o e s g s
s e e o s
o
B

g e pS——" -

i et ek e
et ot Bt s o s o
e e e e e

i e e e
O e ey o s o v b
o v by i

e e s i o 1 g v

o o bt e e
e s e s S o
e o o sy i s
RS i e s i oot
o e e e s o S
e
s e i e s s
e e o i e e
i tn o o o b




