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Importance of Bioethics as stated by the textbook:
· Bioethics → about morality → about life
· The textbook outlines morality as a part of daily life and it’s use in individual decision making. Since we are always judging people, morals are hard to escape
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Not many moral issues are more important than those addressed by bioethics
· This is more of a generalization, but since bioethical debates revolve around topics of life and death, there could be validity to this statement
· It is a systematic study with possibility of answer

· Ethics and morality are different since morality is people’s moral judgements and principles but Ethics is the study of these principles using methods of philosophy
· Ethics = moral philosophy (a reasoned way to investigate meaning and importance of moral concepts and issues)
· We DO ethics – Is ethics just about whether “action” is considered right or wrong?
· Descriptive ethics → study of morality using methodology of science --- using facts to justify actions

3 branches of Ethics
· Normative Ethics – justifies moral standards and norms as rational guides for our action (Ex. Is person/action right or wrong?)
· Metaethics – studying the meaning and justifying basic moral beliefs (Ex. What is means for person/action to be right or wrong?)
· Applied Ethics (bioethics) – using moral norms for real life moral issues

Features of moral norms
· Normative dominance – characteristic of overridingness
· Universality – apply to all similar situations
· Impartiality – everyone considered equal
· Reasonableness – this concept is not clear to me but the textbook highlights that feelings are part of moral experience

Most influential Principles in Bioethics
· (1) autonomy, (2) non-maleficence, (3) beneficence, (4) utility, (5) justice – the textbook seems to emphasize the greater importance of autonomy, the right to choose for oneself, and non-maleficence, moral to not harm others in any way
· What is the major difference between beneficence and utility?
· Absolute principles = applies without expectations
· Prima facie principles = applies in call cases unless there is an exception
· Ex. The harm principle (curtail autonomy to prevent harm to others), paternalism for good of majority

· Moral objectivism = moral norms true for everyone
· Ethical Relativism = moral standards are not objective and relative to cultural beliefs
· Subjective vs. cultural relativism – issues with these concepts due to large gap for immoral actions

· Divine Command Theory – this is a very interesting theory in that it is believed by so many yet seems to be flawed in the sense that it can allow any moral or immoral action
· Deductive arguments – logical support to conclusions
· Inductive Arguments – probable support to conclusions
· Any argument with modus ponens or modus Tollens is valid
· (1) If p, then q, (2) p. (3) Therefore, q
· (1) If p, then q, (2) Not q, (3) Therefore, not p
· Moral arguments must have one moral and one non-moral statement
· The fallacy of appeal to a person seems to shadow the concern with racism today
· Support for a moral premise can come from moral principles, theories or judgements
· Most controversial non-moral premise is confirming that a medical treatment will have a particular effect on people
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