February 12th – Insurgency

Counter-Insurgency 
· Often unsuccessful when used by an external occupying force
· Generally successful if insurgents are unpopular
· Overwhelming presence of troops; in urban settings it is difficult to have many troops, however, you need significant number of troops to stop guerrilla movement 
· Key factor: with popular support (supplies and legitimacy cut for rebels; you need to understand who is financing these insurgencies)
· Ex. Che Guevara unsuccessful 

Counter-Insurgency
· David Galula “counter-insurgency warfare: theory and practice” (1964)
· The most important goal is not control the territory but gain the support of the population
· Support can be lost if the population is not efficiently protected; people will trust or collaborate if they are granted protection 
· After progressively removing armed opponents, authorities must strengthen their positions. This is done by creating infrastructure, providing services, fostering relationship with citizens to establish legitimacy, as well as establishing military capacity, etc.    
· Ex. De Gaulle decides that independence should be granted to Algeria; a coup was established to counter this 

Counterinsurgency
· Martin Van Creveled “The changing face of war: combat from the Marne to Iraq”
· In occasion, is cruelty necessary; cruelty used by the government to stop the brotherhood in Syria 
· First strike is the most important; in order to create fear and to stop youth from joining
· Time matters; must be done as soon as possible to stop the insurgency 
· The strike must be widely known by the public; part of the psychological strike/fear thus it must be well-known by the public 
· The strike must be commanded by someone potentially responsible for a failure; this would be in the interests of the government to have someone from the natural leader from the regime  
· Explains how counterinsurgency can be affected (?) 

Case Study: Colombia 

Introduction
· Fourth largest economy, third most populated country in Latin America, 
· Most unequal region in the world, most violent region in the world (most cases of violence are socio-economic)
· Colombia is the third most unequal country after Brazil and 
· Ten richest portion of the population have 60x the income than the ten poorest
· 32% of population living in poverty, while 10% are in extreme poverty
· 4 million displaced in Colombia, which is the highest in the world
· Considered the oldest conflict in the western hemisphere; the use of violence in Colombia has a long history 
Historical Context of Conflict
· Most of the conflict from the liberal and conservative forces at the end of the 19th century, which produced 100, 000 casualties (civil war)
·  In the 20th century, riots in the capital city due to the assassination of the popular leader. This created instability, which lead to a military dictatorship 
· In the 1950s, the government was ousted by the liberals and conservatives who created alliance in the next election
· In the 1970s, the alliance between the liberal-conservatives produced a fraud or unfair election. Some sectors contested the election and the fraud (created a guerrilla movement
· M19 established a guerrilla movement justified on the basis that progressive forces do not actually want a fair election. They started relations with other movements in Latin America 
· Beginning of the long conflict that lasted nearly four decades
Issues within Guerrilla Movement
· Issues that complicated the conflict were the drugs and narcotic, the displacement of individuals due to the violence, etc. 
· Outcome is that the narco control the drug production, taxation of the drug trade to finance their activities 
· United Self-Defence Group – created by farmers, landlords to protect against guerrilla movement. They became strong enough to control part of the drug trafficking 
· Economic Theory of Conflict (Collier) – motivation of the conflict is not what is important in internal confrontation. Important whether the guerrilla movement can support themselves from a financial perspective. Drug trafficking is the source of sustaining conflict 
Government Control 
· Situation in Colombia gradually degrading; in 2002 the government seek to remove the guerrilla. With aid from US, they were able to deploy largest force to counterinsurgency 
· In 2002, guerrilla movement controlled 370 districts, which reduced to 140 in 2010. 
· Kidnapping is also a source of financing movement; there was a drop in kidnapping in this period
· Homicide also decreased in the period as well, indicating that there is an increase in state capacity 
· Successful movement from government due to increase military budget
· Conversely, the downside of the government is the human rights violations (ex. Gov’t rewarding military that kill guerrilla troops; this is a false positive of killing innocent people to gain rewards from the government) 
Four Factors Reducing Effectiveness of Gov’t Policies
· Far(?)Close to major cities, were at a point of becoming a conventional army, this meant that they returned to guerrilla tactics  
· Weak legitimacy of the Colombian state and institutions, such as the scandals of collusion, false positives, etc. 
· Presence of natural resources; difficult for government to protect against the exploitation of natural resources. 
Peace Agreements
· **Nothing considered agreement unless its signed by all in full agreement 
· Government realized that peace cannot be established with just military; it needs an agreement
· Conversation between two powers to see if agreement can be reached 
· Those who oppose: scholars who believe that conflict cannot be stopped because drug trafficking will continue, people who believe that farq are criminals and should not be representing anyone, as well as sceptics who believe that the movement who are just buying time, some believe outcome will result in security issues 
· Resistance inside the army about what can be the consequences of these agreements: how guerrilla will be punished, human rights violations, etc. 



Midterm
· 10 questions: 2 questions on Monday and 2 questions on Thursday 
· 3 or 4 pages first half, 3 or 4 pages in the second half (max. 8) 
· Single spaced 
Questions:
1. Define politics, power, conflict, violence and political violence
2.  Why violence is a contested concept and how collective violence could be explained
3. Is democracy more or less vulnerable to political violence? Why? Concerning levels of political violence, does the regime type matter
4. What are civil wars? What causes their outbreak? Are there “new” and “old” civil wars
5. What is distinctive about ethnic conflict? What are the causes of ethnic conflict
6. Revolutions: what are their main characteristics and how can we explain them
7. Revolutions: why they produce different outcomes and what role the ideology and the culture play?
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are revolutions made by revolutionaries (agency) or they result from external forces (structures)?
9. Insurgency and counterinsurgency: what they are and why they fail or succeed?
10. Why do people join armed rebellion groups or guerrilla 
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