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	‘I often wonder who I am and where is my country and where do I belong and why was I ever born at all.” (Antoinette) Discuss the theme of identity in Rhys’s Wide Sargasso Sea in the light of the above quotation.

	Wide Sargasso Sea, written by Jean Rhys, is a coming of age novel that examines the postcolonial struggles of Antoinette and Annette Cosway living in Jamaica. The novel follows the progress of these two characters, as they eventually go mad due to  Although Antoinette is the main example of identity struggle throughout the novel - Rhys allows each of the main characters to embody identity loss at one point of the novel. Wide Sargasso Sea demonstrates in a gothic manner, the idea that one’s identity leads their life, and without an independent sense of self, an eventual downfall will occur. The author demonstrates this through exploring the divide between national and racial identity, the loss of one’s decision making capabilities and the confusion that stems from losing one’s self-concept. 
From the beginning of the novel, both Annette and Antoinette suffer from being ostracized by the majority of Jamaica due to national identity and racial differences. Throughout the novel, there is racial hostility towards whites and blacks after the Emancipation Act. Annette and Antoinette are shunned for being related to a slave owner, as well as called white cockroaches for being of mixed race. This aspect of the novel has to do identity, and the way it can make us feel unwelcome in our own country or home.

	The author uses Antoinette and Annette as prime examples of female oppression, and highlights how the men in their lives cause them to lose a part of who they once were. Annette for example, is told she is crazy and sent away by Rochester. Antoinette on the other hand, is told that she has to marry Rochester’s son, given no choice, resulting in her losing herself and her sense of who she is. This relates directly to the quote given “I often wonder who I am and where is my country and where do I belong and why was I ever born at all.” The theme of identity loss follows through in both of their relationships, perhaps because they were not strong enough after all of the turmoil that occurs in Part 1. 
Finally, the loss of identity plays a part in the eventual madness that comes to inflict the life of Antoinette. After being completely oppressed by her husband who no longer cares about her happiness, she eventually goes crazy. This is the final stage in which losing her identity leads to her downfall. When her name is changed to Bertha, her identity is removed completely and she beings to go insane.
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