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Powerpoint- Chapter one
- a teachers understanding of what language is will determine their approach
-language is a complex entity
-learning is complex
-learning: acquiring or getting knowledge of a subject of skill by study, experience or instruction
-Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving instructions,, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand.
-how you understand how learners learn will influence your approach language teaching
-B.F Skinner: controlled environment with reinforcement of rules of language
-deductive process, discovery of the rules
3 main areas thoughts in SLA
-Structural Linguistics and Behavioral Psychology : looking at surface level (structural characteristics of the language, nothing else)
-Chomsky showed a surface rep. and a underlying representation which is meaning (The What and The Why)
- we could learn any language in the world: Language acquisition, now known as universal grammar
-distinction between PERFORMANCE(what you can do) and COMPETENCE(what you know)
-linguistics focused on the deeper structural elements
Cognitive Psychology
-the what , the why(explanations for human behavior), use logic, reason.
-linguistics and cognitive both want to know what and why but more why? the underlying factors: innate, psychological, social or environmental circumstances which cause human behavior
-why people make choices about the language
Constructivism: A multidisciplinary approach
-Linguistics, psychology and sociology are merged together. For a long time, they were all separate fields until now.
-Cognitive: The importance for the learner to construct his own representation of reality. The learner plays a more active role in the learning of the language.
-Social: social interaction and cooperative learning(teamwork). Learner is involved in social situations, collaborative groups or in the wider social community.
Zone of proximal development
-Learners current level of competence to what the learner is capable of learning.
-what they know and where they can go
-what degree can they develop and how far can they reach out to maximize their learning
-*beyond the zone*
19 centuries of language teaching
Classical method : 
- learned Latin, grammar rules, memorization of vocab/declensions/conjugations,translation of texts, written exercises
Grammar translation method:
-learned from L1 to L2, difficult texts, no care for punctuation, long explanations, texts used as grammatical exercises
Audiolingual Method: 
(late 1940's-50's)
- oral production skills, focussed on grammatical structure
-soldiers learned language to intercept convo's and phone calls between countries
1970's
-intro to social aspect of language learning
-group work, cooperative learning strategies
-cultural component introduced (go to the professor's house and do cultural dinners)
-stressed the importance of the learner's self esteem, motivation, development of strategies for learning. 
Communicative Language Teaching (1980's-90's)
-blend of many aspects of the last 50 years
-genuine and meaningful comm
-role plays, social situations
