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Emergence of Anthropology as a Distinct Discipline
Mid 1800’s, interactions between different cultures increased 
Colonialism, economic and political travel
Anthropologists strive to be completely objective- CRITICAL AWARENESS
How our culture influences how we see the world 
Culture bound theories- based in European societal ideals (Eurocentric)
Anthropology questions and tests culture bound theories

Types of Research and Analysis 
In effort to constantly build upon knowledge 
Ethnography- Description of society based on first person/ first hand observation

Ethnology- Systematic comparison of cultures

Ethnohistory- Study of “recent past” through official documents, oral history, diaries and letters

Applied Anthropology- (employed or hired) use of anthropological knowledge to solve world problems. Can also be used for the sake of research. Start with problem+ Method= Solution

Foundations of Human Societies
Social Structure- same language, same culture, interdependent, regular interaction within same region, governed by the same laws (sounds, grammar)
Groups of people must have predictable behaviour (culture)
Shaking hands= greeting, green light= go
The values we have make us behave a certain way
Clothing, manners, gestures, art-= physical manifestation of culture
MACRO CULTURE- Whole society
MICRO/ SUB CULTURE- Culture within culture 

CULTURE: Farming, fishing, trade, rituals, behaviours, what and how people think, supernatural beings, material products (clothing, food, art)
PREDICTABILITY REDUCES FEAR 
WORLD VIEW- the explicit and implicit conceptions an individual or group has of the limits and workings of the world

Human needs- food, water, shelter, human contact (mental stimulation and reproduction). How humans meet these needs is influenced by culture.

CULTURE IS...
SHARED: social norms, values, rules
Subculture variations: gender, age, class
Learned socio-culture constructs which provide guidelines for behaviour social identity and status
LEARNED: not all learned behaviour is culture
Learn most from family, friends, school, religion, media 
Processes and forces of enculturation 
Enculturation: passing of a behaviour from generation to generation. Must be shared among population 
SYMBOLIC: transmitted via language and symbols 
Allows for the accumulation and sharing of experience
INTEGRATED: inter-related parts (language, food, economics, politics, social)
Complete harmony of parts is not required
Holistic Perspective
Functions of Culture- provide means for production and distribution of goods and services needed for life
Provide for biological continuity
Enculturate new members
Maintain order
Motivate members to survive
Change and adapt 

DYNAMIC AND ADAPTIVE: responds to social, political, economic and biophysical environments 
Culture allows humans to adapt and utilize a wide variety of environments 
Not all cultural practises are adaptive over time 
E.g. Tapirape (Central Brazil) 

Perceptions of Others 
Europeans in the 19th centaury thought that they were at the top of human civilization
We tend to see our own culture as “the way things should be” – that’s what we know/ have learned
Ethnocentrism: a belief that one’s culture is above the rest
Hinders our understanding of other cultures/ question our own
Cultural Relativism: The attempt to understand culture from other’s point of view 
Think about why people do certain things instead of prejudging 
“Nobel Savage”- the thought that a simple life is superior to ours, looks at positive aspects instead of the whole.

TYPES OF DATA
People’s own understanding of rules they share
How people think they behave vs. how people really behave
“Real” vs. “Ideal” behaviour
e.g. Arizona Garbage Project
e.g. Paiute basket weavers
Accounting for variation- sample size

DATA COLLECTION METHODOLOGIES
Typically rely on long term field work (e.g. Khanna) 
Gain trust to question on sensitive topics 
Fully understand culture 
PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION
Surverys and Questionnaires
Formal, Informal interviews, oral histories
Focus groups
Key Informants: Someone from the culture or is very knowledgable in the field of study- a guide 
Primary Documents: Reading direct source
Secondary Documents: Someone else writes about primary documents (in third person)
Diaries, letters, legal documents
Emic Perspective: Insider point of view
Etic Perspective: Outsider point of view

Challenges in Fieldwork
Culture shock
Our personal culture interferes with our practise
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What is Language?
System of sounds and gestures together with rules that can be understood amongst a group of people 
What are the social functions of language?
How is language related to culture?

Non-Verbal Communication Systems 
Kinesics- The way people use their bodies, distance between people, body language
Culturally dictated
Proxemics- Culturally determined distances
Paralanguage- Voice quality and vocalizations

Ethno-Socio-Linguistics
“Ethnography of Speaking”
Social Dilects (based on class, age, ethnicity)
Style
Signifies type of relationship between speakers
Can be gender specific
E.g. Nushu Chinese “women’s writing” (Hunan)

Language Forms
Dialects- Varying form of language that reflects regional or social differences but still mutually intelligible
Pidgin- simplified hybrid of languages, a lingua franca meets everyday needs of people e.g. in meeting regions 
Creole- A pidgin taught and solidified in native language of next generation 
Code switching- Jump back to  forth between 2 or more languages 
e.g. English and French in Quebec
e.g. Louisiana, Michif (Cree + French) 

Mechanisms  of Language Change
Borrowing and Novelty
Media, expressions, general electronic terms)
Specialized group membership
Professional, age groups, class etc.
Linguistic Nationalism- to prevent change or to revive dying languages
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How people make a living/ care for themselves 
Adaptions to particular environments- DOES NOT DETERMINE CULTURE, presents possibilities for culture
Carrying capacity- number of people that available resources can support with given technology

Basic Types of Adaptation
Food collection (Foraging)- living off of the land 
Food production- pastoralism, agriculture (industrial agriculture), horticulture

Foraging 
Gathering/ Collecting
e.g. hunting, fishing
Rely on human energy
90% of humans were foragers; few left today
Modern vs. Pre-Historic Foraging 
Circumscribed by other populations through trading
Pushed to marginal regions
New technology
-Revert to foragers (Aboriginal Australians)

Basic Characteristics of Foragers
Low population densities; family or camp hearth group (of 25 to 50 people)
Mobile (not true for all)
DO NOT STORE FOOD
Detailed knowledge of resources, patterned movement according to season/ weather
Fluid social groups- blood, marriage relation, people move out/ in of these groups to mate
Egalitarian Society- people considered (mostly) equal, not based on wealth. No status land rights for individuals, everyone shares. Decisions made by consensus 
E.g. Ju Hoansi- visit or receive many other tribes, very social
Gift giving is important
Conflict can disrupt balance, move around to around conflict
Sharing of resources since hunting does not always get food
Accumulation of goods= deviance
Easily over- romanticized
Status made by social ties
What is considered “valued” gives social status
AGE= WISDOM, LOTS OF SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP
Division of labour by age and sex
Men hunt large animals and fish, women harvest and catch small game. Women stay close to camp.
Sometimes opposites is true (Agta in Philippines) 
Going outside of cultural roles, not shunned ostracized 
Gathering makes up majority of diet
Men and women have equal say
Women contribute to society/food production = same social standing

Low population density
Carrying capacity
Density of social relations
Fertility & birth spacing (longer nursing_
Low body fat b/c of increased physical activity- often irregular ovulation 

Mobility
Settlement patterns: resources available + local knowledge
Extensive land use 

Foraging as an Adpative Strategy
“Original Affluent Society” (M. Salins)
Modern foragers= varied strategies
Politics and resources 
Ju Hoansi gather food 20 hr/week
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Pastoralism 
Horticulture
Intensive Agriculture
Industrial/ Mechanised
Transition to Food Production
Neolithic Revolution
10 000 to 8 000 B.P
Stone tools reflected eating patterns
Domestication of plants and animals
Food production= permanent settlements= larger population= conflict= need for defence
More prone to spread of diseases 
SLOW TRANSITION
Cost of food
Food can be saved for future
More work foraging 

Possible causes for Transition
Population Growth
More dependable food; sustain more life 
1. Discovery of agriculture= large population
2. Large population= adaption of agriculture
More pressure placed on environment because of population
Manipulation of environment
3. Climate Change
Around Neolithic age, climate change was evident
Favoured certain plants (barley, wheat)

Pastoralism 
Rely on domesticated animals 
Developed after agriculture
Mix of animals, not for meat
Large animals (prime), small animals (security, survive better during drought) 
Animal products- milk, blood, wool
Food producers rely on trade for other products (ex. Grain for wool)
Conflict- Pastures  move animals through farms

Modern day pastoralists vs. Past pastoralists
No control by government
Conservative areas
Property and land laws
Engaged in some farming/ wage labour
Thought to cause environmental problems
Desertification (of animals) due to restriction of mobility
(e.g. pastoralist vs. farmer conflict in Chad)

Horticulture- EX
“Swidden Agriculture/ Shifting Cultivation”
Sometimes called “SLASH AND BURN
To prep field, crops are cut then burned, ashes fertilize soil
Cultivation of crops with simple technology 
Fallow
Plot of land, after years, is left to replenish nutrients
3 types of Fallow
Forest Fallow- left to return to natural state
Bush Fallow- small bushes, ground vegetation
Grass Fallow
TYPE OF FALLOW CAN INDICATE HOW LONG FIELD HAS REMAINED UNTOUCHED
When population is up, people reuse ground quickly, not beneficial to soil
Polycultural Production- many different crops 

E.g. Hopi dry farming (Arizona, USA)
Desert with micro-environments, small plots of vegetation to ensure healthy, more stable yield
Plant different types of vegetation that suits different micro-environments
Short term crops- corn, beans, etc
Long term crops- fruit trees and bushes (takes long time to cultivate)

Horticultural Societies
Can support larger populations
More sedentary
Land communally owned/controlled; crops individually owned
Engage in trade ex. Blue corn for fish
Stratified; social differentiation- informal leadership roles
Often in conflict with neighbouring groups (e.g, Kawelka)
Division of labour by age and sex (varies)
Some occupational organization

Intensive Agriculture 
PERMANENT AGRICULTURE
Method, not size
Field prep- plow, animal traction, tractor
Fertilizers, irrigation, crop rotation (moving from one field to another, but constant use)
Animal or chemical fertilizer
Active water system
Most food in surplus, huge populations 
E.g. Aztecs in 16th centuary
E.g. Chinampas- particular system to Tenochitlan, in shallow lake, soil was brought up from water on to land to fertilize islands, tress for animal habitats and stability

Increased conflict, need for defense
Land and crops individually controlled (unless by government e.g. Soviet Union, China)
Trade/ Markets important for social and economic aspects
Specialization is common
Further STRATIFICATION of society (e.g. Aztec)
Occupation, gender, family status
Women generally in direct food collecting roles
High risk for famine and disease
Fields are easily compromised, not easily moved
Close quartered living= more epidemics

Mechanized/ Industrial Agriculture
Mechanization; reliance of fossil fuels, highly specialized, technology oriented
Supports extremely dense populations
TRADE IS ESSENTIAL since usually monocultural, technology created is particular to one crop
Conflict and defense- capital intensive
Increasing domestication (e.g. genetically modified crops)
Few directly involved in food production
Extremely capital intensive; family farms but dominated by corporate agriculture
PROBLEM: CROSS POLINATION OF GMO’S
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Production
Distribution
Consumption
ECONOMIC SYSTEMS ARE NOT INDEPENDENT 
Productive Resources
Labour
Technology + Tools
Raw Materials
Land

Distribution and Exchange 
K. POLYANI’S CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM
Reciprocity: goods and services traded, circulate goods, strong social relations, (maintain ecological balance)
Redistribution
Market Exchange

GENERALIZED RECIPROCITY- Trades are not immediate- immediate trade implies end of relations, 
Frequency and number of trades determines social status
BALANCED RECIPROCITY- value of gift is noted along with time of delivery
E.g. birthdays, weddings
NEGATIVE RECIPROCITY- Bartering, for benefit of giver (ex. Used car dealer)
Trade between different communities

KULA RING
Trobriand Islands
Motivation for trade
Value of exchanged goods, many necklace/ armbands= prestige

Redistribution
Societies with surplus- goods placed in a “pot” then distributed
Central Authority, “Big Man”- higher ranking by personal characteristics
Prestige and status
Assure supporters’ standard of living
Establish alliances (other societies)
“form of apology”
E.g. Potluck dinners

Leveling Mechanisms
Conspicuous consumption (e.g. sports cars
E.g. Potlatch (Kwakiutl) or moka (Kawelka- Papua New Guinea)
Could be competitive
Display of wealth (house, car, clothing, jewellery)

Market Exchange 
Value determined by supply and demand, demand determined by culturally defined needs and values
Market places
Store, open air market, garage sale, stock markets, auction, fairs and festivals
Multiple vendors and buyers
Virtual market
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Anything used as payment for goods, standardized value
DURABLE- long lasting
PORTABLE- easy transportation
DIVISIBLE- subunits, dollars, cents, equal units
FUNGIBLE- any item of money can use another item of money  as long as they are equal
Multiple purposes- used for everything, circulating in system
Special purposes
Single- can only be used to buy certain things
Tiv- brass rod used to buy slaves
Canadian Tire Money
Flex Dollars at UOttawa

Consumption
Basic vs. Culturally- culturally defined needs and desires
(e.g. laptops, cell phones, food)
Basic human needs are culturally defined
Shift according to changing cultural values
E.g. Organic, Fair Trade
As social and ritual activity
Thanksgiving, coming of age ceremonies
Consumer- Producer relations 
Distant
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