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May 2, 2017
Nature of the Discipline

Q: What is critical thinking?

· Critical thinking is about HOW to think carefully and clearly about something.
· It is not how to make judgements of other people.
· In one sense,  critical thinking is the ability to understand and evaluate arguments.

Rational Moral Agency
 
· As rational agents beliefs are very relevant and important to us.
· We make a lot of decisions because of our beliefs.

· Critical thinking is important to help learn to adopt a belief through a suitable and reliable process.
· Misguided action  can be a consequence of unreliable beliefs.
· Foreign entities can persuade you into making decisions by influencing your beliefs.

· Important to learn to understand and evaluate arguments; helps gain discernment and reliable beliefs.


Models of Critical Thinking

The Filter Model:
The Individual – Seeks reliable beliefs from the information he/she is exposed to.
The World – Contains facts, some truth tellers, some stupid people, and some liars, etc..
Critical Thinking - A set of cognitive skills that acts as a barrier and helps filter the information and beliefs. Truth is allowed in, and falsity and lies are kept out.

The Meta-Cognition Model:
The Individual – Persons with some assumptions, exaggerations, sometimes truth seeking, sometimes misleading others, having confusions, at times valuing ideology over accuracy, and other various tendencies.
The World - The world is filled with people just like me except for some liars and stupid people.
Critical Thinking – Cognitively aware of these various tendencies inside oneself and other people, and focused on minimizing them.

What is an Argument?

Argument: A connected series of statement trying to establish a proposition.
Premise: The reason(s) given to support a conclusion.
Conclusion: A statement that is asserted to be the case and supported by reasons (premises) for being so.
· You need at least two sentences to establish an argument: a premise and a conclusion.
· The notion of justification is critical to arguments.
· We use mainly to persuade people of a belief based on the premises used to support the conclusion.
· Arguments, in the context of critical thinking, aren’t fights or disagreements.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Arguments are made to establish a proposition. 
 

