Topic 5: Musical Borrowing

· Ex/ All 3 pieces are connected thru the same musical reference: Medieval Burial Chant Dies Irae  used the same melody 
· It is not unique in present, it happened in the past 

Musical Borrowing  			(DEFINITION & FILL IN THE BLANK QUESTION!!!)
· The act of using existing material in the creation of a new work 
· Borrowing an element from an existing 
· Kevin Dettma gave a positive spin: Musical Appropriation = “the artistic use of another’s work in the creation of a new piece”
· Popular music borrowing: (use of technology)
· Cover songs 
· New ver of existing song (live, recorded, performed) 
· New performance or recording of a song that has been recorded by another artist 
· Usually has a diff interpretation, own style or twist to the song 
· Ex/ A Perfect Circle’s cover (2004) of John Lennon’s “Imagine” (1971)
· Ex/ “The Tide is High” (Blondie, Atomic Kitten etc.) 
· Sampling 
· Electronic reproduction of recorded sounds that are reused and/or manipulated in the composition of new material 
· Take an element form an existing recording and reuse it in a new piece 
· Ex/ Jay-Z “Hard Knock Life” (Ghetto Anthem) (1998) samples “It’s the hard knock life” from the Annie (original broady way cast) (1977) Recording 
· Remix 
· Creation of an alternative ver of an existing recording by adding/removing material or rearranging the strux of composition 
· Exists in diff mediums, but in musical domain usually assoc w/ electronic sounds (oriented to clubs, EDM) 
· Ex/ John Legend “All of Me” (2013) & “All of Me” (Tiesto’s Birthday Treatment Remix) (2014) 
· Ex/ Justin’s remix Despacito (he added English verses) 
· Mash-ups 
· New musical works that are created thru digital manipulation and blending of 2+ sampled recordings 
· Ex/ DJ Dangermouse the Grey Album (2004) “What more Can I Say” combines the Beatles’ White …. 
· Quotation/interpretations (catch-all term) 
· Musical borrowing that cannot be clearly categorized 
· Instances where an element or combo of musical elements might be referenced but not sampled as in cases where the materials are re-performed or recorded 
· Not taken directly from the recording 
· Ex/ Miley Cyrus “We Can’t Stop” (2013) loosely references Doug E. Fresh and Slick Rick “Ladi Dadi” (1985) 

Issues and Theories 
· Some key issues surrounding borrowing in popular music: 
· Appropriation 
· Lineage – connected to past (to a tradition or history) 
· Creativity – reliance on successful past work is not creative 
· Standardization – recycling of material contributing to similar sounding music 
· Cultural meanings 
· Ownership/ authorship 
· Copyright 
· Key theories / Readings 
· Intertextuality (the web of inter-related creative elements that link a text to other texts) 
· Interpreting covers 

Neil Strauss: “Sampling is (A) Creative or (B) Theft?” (1997) 
· Glimpse of perspectives and views from the 90s 
· Criticism that existed back then are still present today 
· Strauss was very anti-sampling vs. Gaylor (filmmaker of RiP: Remix Manifesto) was pro-sampling (provide contrasts) 
· Explores issues of sampling and creativitiy in the 1990s 
· Common Strategy: Taking the backing track (almost unchanged ver) that has been looped/ repeated 
· Ex/ MC Hammer “You Can’t Touch This” samples “Super Freak” by Rick James 
· Ex/ Vanilla Ice “Ice Ice Baby” samples “Queen Under Pressure” by VLC 
· Ex/ Puff Daddy “I’ll be missing you” samples “Every Breath You Take” by String and the Police & quotes “I’ll fly away” 
· musical back track sampled and looped, changes: beat louder (more hip-hop), key, slowed down pitch lowered (to make it appropriate for sad rap ballad)
· Shift in meaning “I’ll be watching you” (stalker-ish, artist estranged from wife) to “I’ll be missing you” (sad song) 
· Vocal part is not sampled, but re-performed  can be called quotation and possibly cover song b/c so much of original was borrowed 
· “I’ll fly away” – spiritual, gospel, churches 
· Ex/ Wycleff Jean “We Just Tryin to stay alive” samples “

Sampling from a well-known song in an obvious way
· Is it remaking standard? Offering own interpretation, on arrangement?  often viewed as creative act 
· But when hip-hop artists do it with digital manipulation, it is viewed as theft 
· Riding the success of the popularity of the sampled songs (relying on previous hits) 
· Hands-on vs. Hands-off seems to be the divide in the diff perspectives 

Think about why a sample is used and what kind of meaning the sample has in new context 
Why? and the effect, cultural critiques 
Convey social commentary
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