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Documentary: RiP! A Remix Manifesto

Changing technology in relation to creativity 
Summary of overall perspective 


Girl Talk makes remixes – samples from diff music and creates mashups by rearranging pieces 

War over ideas, battlefield is the internet 
Copyrights (believe that ideas = intellectual property that is locked up until it is bought) vs. “Copyleft” (believe that ideas should be shared in the public domain)

A remixer’s manifesto: 
1. culture always builds on its past  
2. the past always tries to control the future 
3. our future is becoming less free 
4. to build free societies you must limit the control of the past 

Warner chapel – world’s largest music publisher 
If you sing / hum a song in a public place, this is a criminal act based on the law 
Must pay royalty fees to the artist / publisher 

Before copyright was to encourage/promote creative production, not to stop it 
Back in the day, everything was in the public domain (due to printing) the producer/artist/author’s work was getting spread but did not get the profit they deserved 
Now with internet, it is even easier to share material but not the people who deserve it get to profit off it 
Sued for copyright infringement … everyone does it 

Fair use is part of copyright law that allows free speech- it is still stealing from the original, but now you have defence… kinda like quoting and citing a passage in text of essay. 

Copyright is out of control. It has been manipulated to make profit 


Culture jamming – using the power of media into critiquing our lives?

The biggest most powerful companies that own the other big companies forms and shapes our cultures 

Digital rights management … the money that they got from suing ppl for copyright infringement, none of it actually goes to the artists that were supposedly being defended 

Making criminals of its citizens based on laws that could not be enforced 

Creative commons – “I as a musician can sample my work, take and build and remix” 
Public domain 
Universal access



Discussion: 

· filmmaker made broad generalization states that the creative process is more important than the product 
· ex/ creating mashups like Girl Talk
· for who is it more important?  Producers 
· But for consumers, it is the final product that is the most important thing  what they want to hear 
· Blurring of roles: producer, artists, consumers 
· He states that consumers can become producers and consumers can become artists 
· Copyright vs. copyleft
· Using idea of right and left wing politics 
· Conservative vs. liberal ideology 
· Older generation vs. younger generation 
· there are just as many students < 25yo that are anti-remix/sampling 
· Age isn’t necessarily a factor 
· Does not have evidence to support his claim – problematic 
· Who has control? 
· He suggested towards the end, the govt and the recording industry have control over creative products (at least in north America) but he suggested we should take control 
· Remix culture: having a conversation within the community and rewrite culture 
· Add our own ideas 
· Participate in dialogues 
· A lot of artists like the exchange of ideas, presentation of new perspectives of their work 
· A lot of ppl for remix culture, some against it
· Anti-remix culture: if everything is free, then how do musicians make money? Artists are not generating a lot of profit from streaming services 
· Big name artists don’t have problem  licensing and tours 
· Local musicians and new upcoming artists struggle  iTunes good for exposure, problematic for generating money 
· Changing of revenue models 
· Filmmaker looked at a lot of pros and cons and explores multiple perspectives 
· Act of illegally downloading music vs. artist using it for creativity 
· If you remove all the laws that regulate distribution of music, what are some other problems that will arise? 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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