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Popular Music Criticism

* Journalistic writing » Academic/Scholarly writing
= Reviews = Books and articles from a variety
= Magazine articles of different disciplines, including

sociology, musicology, media
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What is
Popular

e How is it defined?

M US|C? * The literal definition: “music that is popular,”
but it is more complex than this.




What is Popular Music?

It is often defined by: e HUT—I—m—gmm;—
* Commercialization bt e

e Status as a commodity

e

* Mass appeal e
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What is Popular Music?

* Considerations include:
* Geographical location
* Time period
* Social and cultural context

* Codes and conventions that go
into the construction of the
musical text

* Thematic content
* Technology




Introduction to Standardization

Public debates surrounding “similar” sounding
music

* Cover Songs
* “The Tide is High”
» Paragons (1967)
* Blondie (1980)
* Atomic Kitten (2002)
» Kardinal Offishall “Numba 1” (2008)

» Samples/Remixes
* Kanye West “Bound 2” (2013)
* Ponderosa Twins, “Bound” (1971)
* Brenda Lee “Sweet Nothings (1960)
* Wee “Aeroplane” (Reprise) (1977)
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Introduction to Standardization

Public debates surrounding GEORGE HARIASON
“similar” sounding music MY SWEET LORD

e Songs that sound the same

* George Harrison “My
Sweet Lord”

* The Chiffons “He’s So
Fine”

e Reliance on Similar Chord
Progressions

* Pachelbel Rant



Reading for next class:

David Allan “On Popular Music in
Advertising”

http://www.popular-musicology-
online.com/issues/01/allan-01.html
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