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Lecture 1

· Looking at the legal aspect on how we do business
· Everything has a legal spin to it
· “The best way to get married is to know how to get divorced”
· In court, the courts rule is to apply the law, define the situations and coordinate the steps after (services etc.)
· How are we going to deal with things when they break and what is going to be the exit door
· You have to see in a practical way, because in the real life you do not have the time to go out and seek a lawyer for every single scenario/question and situation
· The biggest challenge we face is the middle class settling their disputes
· “Settling without losing your shirt”
· How do we apply the theory
· The concept of law is often understood through stories
· Using current events so that you can apply the theory to real life situations
· In the end, you need to be able to make a decision with the knowledge that you have
· Decision making, making a choice, making an approach
· Sometimes will be wrong, sometimes will be right
· But until someone challenges us in court, we are always right
· Ray Kroc: claimed to be the founder of McDonalds
· Milkshake vendor
· Decided to become McDonald brothers franchise dealer
·  “A contract is like a woman, you’re meant to break it’s heart”, and so he broke the contract
· Business is a competitive thing, and people know when to bite: “Sharks”.
· They know when to grab you
· You need to know what is your exit door 
· Facebook was not a pretty deal, settled by a cheque of 500 million dollars
· Cirque du Soleil as well
· Original McDonald’s location, owned by the brothers. For the first time, the people were going to by their food and didn’t really want to be not served. Everything was precooked, so everything was already done. 
· McDonald brothers did not really want to deal with having women working at their stores and they would work in the back instead.
· Crews were all men - Discrimination
· McDonald brothers lost their business without having any defense mechanism to be able to stop the loss
· McDonald’s cannot have their gold arches in Sedona, Arizona because they passed a law that made it so everything had to be the colour of the earth
· Either they changed the gold to a turquoise or they closed the store down
· What I put in the exam is what I teach in class.
· Class examples
· Apply the concepts we apply in the cases we discuss
· Study definitions and concepts
· Follow the textbook, but class notes are on the exam
· What we see for the midterm is on the midterm
· Final exam is not cumulative: everything from midterm to final
· July 28th, 2017
· Midterm, Final, Term Paper
· The term paper for this class will be a controversy that we are facing - Netflix
· 13 Reasons Why: controversial teen suicide show
· School and classmates get deposed because they think there was a lack of due diligence and care on the part of the school
· In Gatineau, more than 1 girl out of 3 is texting naked photos of themselves, and they are under the age of 18
· What is the legal obligations of these companies when it comes to people using their devices and services in negative ways
· That is why we need legislations to impose these laws and regulations on the companies
· We need to protect those that are vulnerable in our society
· If you waive, then you accept the conditions (over 18 only)
· Facebook: Mark Zuckerberg’s new AI assistance – Jarvis
· Business is realizing two things: 
· A. The bulk of the people under 25 are the unhappiest people in our society. Little time together, more alone, less social interaction – more social media. 
· B. Robots become your emotional intelligence
· How far do we have to regulate your life? 
· How far can we regulate how much you reveal in your life? 
· Sex-Toy maker in Ottawa in lawsuit for $3.75 million USD, had the genius of building a vibrator for women
· The manufacturer had access to all your info, how many times it was used per day, time of day, how many hands were on it
· 10,000-12,000 are out there and we now know what is going on in their personal life
· The company did not have the consent to collect this real time usage
· Then, this personal information was then shared via another application with someone else
· What will they do next time to avoid this lawsuit? – They will put the consent in the terms of agreement.
· Companies know that things will know, they put all the clauses in the provision. Had they had the consent, nobody would have cared and then it would become an ethics issue, not a legal issue. 
· The term paper is now on the analysis of the terms and conditions of any TV show provider
· Netflix, Crave, Hulu
· Multimedia field
· The problem with our legal system is that bad people always lose
· The evil must never win over the good
· Dexter – Evil won over good
· Since we have not prosecuted the producer, that means it becomes a precedent for others
· Breaking Bad – Walter dies. How come that happens? Because there is precedence, nothing happens. 
· How far can we/should we prosecute when the evil wins over the good of the people?
· Germany in WW2 – their atrocities have to be punished in TV shows for example
· The issue of younger kids getting into adult things such as Cigarettes or Alcohol
· Cigarettes at a young age, Alcohol at a young age is technically permissible but they cannot buy it legally
· They can still consume it technically
· What is reasonable in the best interest of the child should be allowed
· Parents teaching their kids what these things are instead of them learning it elsewhere
· Lung Cancer is the most common kind of cancer that kills women in Canada
· More than breast, cervix and aids combined
· How did they manage to get that type of cancer if they are not in contact with tobacco or cigarettes that much?
· Corporal Punishment cannot be done
· Section 43 of the criminal code of Canada
· Every schoolteacher, parent or person standing in the place of apparent is justified in using force by way of correction toward a pupil or child, as the case may be; who is under his case, if the force does not exceed what is reasonable under the circumstances.
· Slapping the diaper of a 1 and a half year to teach them that a stove is hot – they do not understand what it means for a stove to be hot
· Another example is when an older kid, yells at you and gives you the finger for example, or swears at you
· Under Canada’s criminal code you may not hit your kid or have family violence
· You may not apply the law from “where you come from”
· Have to apply the Canadian law when you are in Canada
· There is a context, depends on the situation but there cannot be brutalities
· Zero tolerance, absolute on this matter of violence.
· Cannot force a 9 year old to get dressed, cannot touch them even.
· Changing a diaper because you need to and forcing a 9 year old to get changed (considered sexual harassment or pedophilia even) is different because of context, again. 
· When it comes to the protection of youth, there is no tolerance. 
· What happens if a youth hits an adult?
· Will the parent actually call the police on their child?
· Brutality from youths against adults, happens with seniors a lot too
· The crime rate we have today in Ottawa is the same as 1965
· The crime rate is always diminishing 
· Abortions are a factor in this rate diminishing
· A schedule is a way to secure the kids, for example: soccer moms, sports activities, following the kids, be with them and make sure you monitor them basically
· The kids that are in the juvenile jail system right now are the ones that are not involved with their parents 
· They get into gangs, fights and get involved in criminal activity
· The law was written over 100 years ago, so when the supreme court makes its decision is applies the law with the circumstances from today
· The erotic material on the Internet for example, is within the limits of the courts in Canada. 
· There is a problem of this escalation of what is being accepted as tolerable for erotica
· The benchmark keeps getting raised as society tolerates it more and more
· The TV show like Dexter, Fargo, or any TV show that deals with violence
· Since we have done nothing against them in the past, now the benchmark for the tolerable levels has increased
· Other shows are now doing these violent and insane gory scenes because nobody has stopped them in the past (dissolving the body of a kid in an acid solution for example). 
· Madonna at her show was doing obscene moves and actions, they did not lay charges however because of business pressures
· Because it would kill business and bring down the view
· So, when it comes to these shows on Netflix, how do they protect themselves when it comes to extreme violence
· 13 Reasons Why
· True Blood
· Californication 
· Print out the legal document, he will show us step by step how to do it
· Read the terms and conditions
· More about what you think, because that is what you do in real life
· The help of outside sources is not really useful in this class because we want to know what you understand
· Agreements with companies (land agreements for example):
· In this North American society, there are companies that want to own your fridge
· They are partnering with Google soon
· McDonald’s uses Martin Grower trucks
· You don’t comply, they remove the rights to operate (a franchise)
· If you don’t comply with the land agreements, the landlords can tell you to get out. 
· $175 billion dollars, the big multinational companies value of the world
· Worth approximately something like 5 Arab countries or 12 countries in Africa 
· Kraft and Heinz merger
· What is Law?
· A set of rules,
· What is a rule? Ex. The Quebec government rules on the police officers protesting with their coloured pants, political statement because they were not getting their collective agreement
· If you are police officer and you are dressed in funny coloured looking pants and you are getting a ticket
· This is not appropriate based on the way society works
· Threatening them to remove their jobs, using the pension as a thing against them
· Cannot come to court not dressed properly, you will be removed from the court room
· That are enacted by an authority,
· Someone that is recognized,
· Abortion discussion is considered political death because there are so many views on it and so many different perspectives
· Defining rights and obligations,
· What are you entitled to (rights) and what you are obliged to do (obligations to respect others).
· And regulating the conduct of persons.
· Things that you cannot do, for example you cannot spit on the floor, smoking indoors, smoking on campus 
· What is considered being a smoker?
· The legal definition when it comes to how it applies to the health and insurance companies
· How do we resolve our conflicts?
· Mediation
· We have this impartial party, that will bring the parties to compromise on their own will
· In family law, go back to the last relationship that has failed
· In 5 minutes you will be required to call your ex and tell them that you need to split the invoices that are still outstanding
· How will this conversation go?
· Depends on how you bring it up to them
· Compromise for example
· Is it easy to compromise? – No it isn’t 
· Prenuptial agreement
· Something we sell, very hard to sell when you have nothing (starting off in life)
· As you move up in life, and you have more assets, you know what to do
· In the first one, you think love will drive the marriage (being naïve in life)
· Not everybody shares the same reciprocity in the treatment, and behaviour when it comes to certain things
· Ray Croc and the McDonald brothers
· They could not fight him because he became too big for them
· “Settling” in life because you want to close the case
· In court they guide you to settle more so than trials because there may be more costly to continue with the case
· Arbitration
· Neutral party that makes a decision that is binding 
· Required to apply the decision of the arbitrator
· NAFTA – arbitrative process instead of court when it comes to problems and conflicts
· The first producer of oil in the world is USA and when they finish the pipeline between Canada and the USA
· USA will be dominating the oil industry
· Control the price of oil
· Run the countries with the price of oil (3-4 years)
· Russia’s economy is smaller than the Canadian economy
· Canada 8% on weaponry while Russia spends the majority of its money on weaponry
· “Either you go with us or you’re against us”
· Transatlantic internet bandwidth
· Intellectual property content
· Who controls it? Who can see it? Who owns it?
· “That’s how you run the world”
· Litigation
· When you have to through a court process, in order to resolve the conflict
· 4 people on a raft
· 17 year old
· 27 year old
· 57 year old
· 87 year old
· We need to kill 1 person on the raft, who will it be? – Nobody
· Either everyone lives or everyone dies
· If he dies naturally (without anyone killing him) then it is legal to eat him (cannot kill him though to do so).
· No right to tell who lives and dies unless you are in warzone (different circumstances)
· Rules of engagement
· Jag lawyers 
· Canada has the most disciplined army in the world
· US does the war crimes and then asks the lawyers to fix it for example
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