HIS1110 Lecture #8: October 4th, 2012
The War at Sea
· Blockade : ingress (no one allowed to break through to get to their German territory), egress (no one allowed to get out of the blockade)
The War on Land (1917-1918)
· The War might have ended in 1916 in a stalemate and possibly a compromise peace
· Allied mastery on the sea largely nullified the success of central power on land
· All the belligerents had come to realize that a decisive victory was needed but that a decisive victory meant a disproportionate slaughter and tons of expenses 
· December 12th 1916: Germans proposed discussing peace but the Allies refused. 
· Allies described German proposal as “empty and insincere” 
· President Wilson suggested to both sides  an interchange of views to clear out the difficulties 
· Pope Benedict XV (elected in September 1914-January 1922) described the situation in Europe as “the suicide of civilized Europe”. He tried in 1916 and 1917 to mediate between the two parties but both sides rejected his initiative
· German Protestants called it a “papal peace. An insult to us”
· The French (George Clemenceau) said the pope’s initiative is “anti-French”
· Pope continued his efforts in humanitarian terms  attending to prisoners, exchange of wounded people, bring food deliveries
· Shows an attempt to end the war
· Allies wanted from the Germans a definition of their objectives (such as restoration of the independence of Belgium, Serbia, Montenegro, evacuation of territories invaded in France, Russia and Romania, liberate the Italians from Austrian rule, liberate the Slavs in the Balkans from Austria, and set free the populations subject to the bloody tyranny of the Turks ) in exchange for peace. Basically destroy Austrian empire and Ottoman empire
· Allies also demanded compensation and indemnity for the losses they incurred and guarantees for the future of peace in Europe
· Unacceptable to Germans since Allies were dictating terms for surrender
· Only definite defeat by central powers would make them accept these terms
· All relates back to the Balkans
· Allies insisted Germany and A-H were exclusively responsible for the war
· Not true because Kaiser had tried to stop Russians from going to war
· Rejection without thanks for the German peace overture
· Destroyed all hopes for peace and condemned Europe to nearly two more years of bloodshed
· Allies decided that 1917 was a year by which they would successfully attack central powers on all sides. Their hopes were betrayed through the collapse of Russia.
·  The Russians were demoralized by the slaughter on their front. They did not get enough supplies (ammunition, food, clothing, etc) and they were beaten severely by von Hindenburg. Result: Russian troops and civilians broke into a popular revolt (spontaneous anarchy). The tsar Nicholas II abdicated as a result on March 15th, 1917 and a provisional government was established headed by Kerensky. It was a bourgeois revolution. Tsar and his family put under house arrest. 
· French and British hoped the new Russian government would press the war with vigor.
· This did not happen because the Kerensky government fell on November 7th, 1917 and the Bolsheviks took over Russia headed by Lenin. Kerensky continued to try but the there was another rebellion and the Bolsheviks took powers and few months late signed a truce with the central powers withdrawing Russia from the war. It was confirmed in March 1918 through a peace treaty with German (Brest-Litovsk). 
· The campaign of unrestricted submarine warfare was at its highest. Germans started using their submarines efficiently (1917) and it started affecting American lives
· Americans insisted on Freedom of the Sea (no one has the right to stop you from using the sea)
· Allied propaganda against central powers was having effect in the USA
· Sympathy for Belgium and France in USA
· Activities of German agents in the USA annoyed them
· USA Interrupted a telegram from Berlin urging Mexico to attack the USA and seize California
· Public sympathy for Allies
· American financers advanced billions of dollars and credit to the Allies (financing the Allies)
· Played it’s part in shaping sentiment towards American intervention
· Feb 3rd 1917: USA broke diplomatic relations with Germany (step #1)
· On April 6th, 1917, Congress voted to declare war on Germany and A-H
· New energy for the Allies (more manpower, more wealth and natural resources)
· Millions of Americans mobilized for war
· Loans extended to the Allies 
· Speeding up production of ships, shells, guns, airplanes
· Removing policy of Monroe Doctrine
· Vigorous prosecution of modern war
· Germans confident and their commander in Western Front (Erich von Ludendorff) was confident and he was going to mount an attack on French and Italian Fronts. 
· In October 1917, the Germans launched a drive against Italians at Caporetto which was a battle in which Italians forces collapsed.
· ¾ million people affect and it practically drove Italy out of the war. 
· Germans now preparing for spring offensive (1918) on Western front and all the nations were now weary of the war. Spirit of defeat infecting soldiers and civilians. In French and Italian army, there were mutinies were soldiers rebelled and summary executions made to stop this. 
· Germans believed the morale of Allies would break under new assault
· Spring 1918: preparing for assault hopefully before American forces could reach France
· March 1918: Von Ludendorff delivered first blow shattering British 5th army but stopping short of capturing an important railway junction (Amiens)
· The second blow parted British lines before the city of Lille. 
· Two important victories for the Germans and they were able to beat French and British
· These were not decisive victories and they were at a high cost (1/2 million causalities) 
· Ludendorff started a third drive against French and it brought him 30 miles from Paris on the Marne River (same as September 1914). 
· Ludendorff preparing for fourth blow hoping to capture city of Reims and dislocate the Allied forces and end the war. 
· Ludendorff’s supreme offence went from mid July 1918 (5th blow? trying to get Paris again)
· Allies reorganized themselves (Ferdinand Foch became commander in chief)
· He held firm against German assault
· After 3 days, he counter attacked, changing the aspect of the war in two weeks (July 15th-August 2nd)
· American reinforcements coming and the result was FF co-ordinated attacks with General Haig (British) and American General Pershing. They mounted counterattack along the Western lines and ½ Germans killed. The tide had turned. 
· September 1918:  Bulgaria sued for peace (cutting link between Ottomans and Germany). No longer land link between the two. 
· Allies then from Greek city of Salonika moved into Macedonia and Serbia
· October 30th 1918: Turkish army collapsed and asked for truce
· December 1917: British attacked Ottoman empire from Egypt and seized Jerusalem and got support of an Arab rebellion and with them, they began rebellion against Turks 
· British seized Baghdad in 1918
· Taurus mountains stopped British from entering Turkey
· November 4th 1918: rebellion in A-H empire and new emperor Charles I (nephew of Francis Joseph) capitulated and abdicated the throne meaning people of A-H would seize for their own freedom (Polish, Czechs, Slovenes, etc) wanting their own states
· German generals lost their nerves (September 28th) and said that Germany request an armistice. People in Munich and Berlin and sailors in Kiev were rebelling and they were raising republican flags. 
· November 10th 1918: Kaiser Wilhelm led to Holland (neutral country) 
· November 11th 1918: German delegates from a new gov’t asked for an armistice (succession of hostilities) 
· Foch drew up the terms of it
· Allies considered German acceptance of armistice as an unconditional capitulation.  
· War ended on November 11th
· American forces had arrived in summer of 1918 and is the reason the Germans weren’t successful in their 5th attack 
Cost of the War
· By 1918, 30 states involved in the war 
· Human cost 10 million soldiers dead, 6 000 a day killed, 20 million soldiers wounded(blinded, crippled, paralyzed), many committed suicide, no easy estimate of civilians killed, 
· Spiritual anguish
· Air raids, submarine attacks
· Disruption of family life
· Shock and grief of family
· 20 million total killed? estimate
· Material Cost 
· Destruction of property
· Mines explode
· Trees are shattered
· $186 billion spent
· 65 million mobilized (removing them from productive activities)
· New war  tanks could smash thorugh entrenchment and barbed wire, planes ofr reconnaissance,, war of steel ad gold 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Only nations with resources could be successful
· Conscription necessary


